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1921
Education Act 

raises the school 
leaving age to 14 

1922
The BBC is born: 
John Reith KT 
becomes director 
general in 1927

1926
Princess Elizabeth is born

1928
Representation of 
the People (Equal 
Franchise) Act

1928
Alexander 
Fleming discovers 
penicillin, the first 
true antibiotic 

Sir Muirhead Bone

Sir Pelham Grenville 
‘PG’ Wodehouse KBE

Sir Charles ‘Charlie’ 
Spencer Chaplin KBE

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE 
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1930s

1930
Princess 

Margaret is 
born

1936
Abdication of  
King Edward 
VIII

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE

Dame Agatha Christie DBE

Sir Laurence Olivier KT, OM

George Formby OBE

1936
Accession of King George VI

1939
National 

Service Act

1939
Germany  

invades Poland, 
Britain declares  

war on Germany
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1940
The Battle  
of Britain 

1940s

1940
Winston 

Churchill 
becomes prime 

minister

1948
Nationalisation 

of Britain’s 
railways

1948
Prince Charles is born

Dame Vera Lynn DBE

Benjamin Britten OM 

Sir Douglas Bader CBE, DSO 
and Bar, DFC and Bar

PEOPLE OF 
THE DECADE

1948
Founding of the 

NHS
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1950s

1950-
1953
The Korean War

1956
The Clean 

Air Act, after 
London’s Great 

Smog of 1952

1950
Princess Anne 

is born

1951
Festival of 

Britain opened 
by King 

George VI

1952
Accession of Queen Elizabeth II

1953
Francis Crick, 

OM and 
James Watson 

publish their 
discovery of 

the structure 
of DNA 

JRR Tolkien CBE 

Sir Hardy Amies KCVO

Dame Margot Fonteyn DBE

People of  
the decade
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1960s

1965
Capital 

punishment 
for murder is 
abolished in 

Great Britain

1966
England wins 

the World 
Cup: players 

honoured

1967
The Beatles 
release Sgt. 

Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club 

Band album, 
artwork by 

Peter Blake CBE

1960
Prince Andrew is born

1964
Harold Wilson 
becomes prime 
minister 

1964
Prince Edward is born

Sir Tom Jones OBE

P D James OBE

Sir Paul McCartney MBE

Sir Alfred Hitchcock KBE 

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE
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1974
Health and 

Safety at Work 
Act 

1970s

1972
John Betjeman 
becomes poet 

laureate 1973
Britain joins 
the European 
Economic 
Community

1971
Decimalisation in 
Britain following 
the Decimal 
Currency Act 
1969

1970
Equal Pay Act

1979
The Queen receives the first 
female prime minister, Margaret 
Thatcher, at Buckingham Palace

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE
Sir Roger Moore KBE

Dame Judi Dench DBE

Sir Elton John CBE
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1980s

1982
The Falklands 
War

1984-
1985

Miners’ Strike,  
resulting in the  
Trade Union  
Act 1984

1988
Digital mobile 
phones invented

1981
The Humber 

Bridge opens, then 
the longest single-
span bridge in the 

world

1989
Tim Berners-Lee 
first proposes 
the world wide 
web

1982
The Queen, as head of the 
Church of England, receives 
Pope John Paul II – the first 
pope to visit Britain for  
450 years

Kate Bush CBE

Daley Thompson CBE

Sir Isaac Vivian ‘Viv’  
Alexander Richards OBE

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE

1981
Marriage of 
Prince Charles 
and Lady Diana 
Spencer
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1990s
1990-
1991

The Gulf War

1997
General 
Election, Tony 
Blair becomes 
prime minister

1998
Human 

Rights  
Act

1999
The Queen opens new devolved 
constitutional bodies for 
Scotland and Wales

JK Rowling OBE

Alexander McQueen CBE

Damon Albarn OBE

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE
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2001
Foot and 
Mouth Disease 
wreaks havoc

2000
The Freedom of 
Information Act 
creates public 
right of access 
to information 
held by public 
authorities

2004
Civil Partnership 
Act receives 
Royal Assent, and 
comes into being 
in 2005

2000s

2003
England wins 
the Rugby 
World Cup

2000
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother celebrates her 100th 
birthday

2002
Queen’s Golden Jubilee  
marking 50 years on  
the throne

Dame Ellen MacArthur DBE

David Beckham OBE

Dame Kelly Holmes DBE

PEOPLE OF  
THE DECADE
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2013
Prince George 
Alexander Louis  
is born

2010s

2013
Marriage 

(Same Sex 
Couples) Act 

2013
Lance Corporal 
Sgt Joshua Leakey 
awarded the 
Victoria Cross

2014
The Church of 
England votes 

to allow women 
to be ordained 

as bishops

2015
Princess 
Charlotte 
Elizabeth Diana 
is born

2015
Queen Elizabeth II becomes  
the longest reigning monarch

2016
Queen Elizabeth II celebrates 
her 90th birthday

People of 

the decade

Dame Hilary Mantel DBE

Alice Temperley MBE

Andy Murray OBE
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