lemaque was encamped at Ifle au Noix with Three
Battalions of Regulars, Five Pickets of Five other
regular Battalions, with Canadians and La Marine,
making 3500 Men, and that he had 100 Cannon ;
that the Enemy had four Veflels, viz. La Vigilante,
a Schooner of 10 Guns, 6 and 4 Pounders ; aSloop
called Mafque Longuy of 2 Brafs 12 Pounders, and
6 Iron 6 Pounders ; La Brochette of 8 Guns, 6 and
4 Pounders ; and L’Efturgeon of 8 Guns, 6 and 4
Pounders, befides Swivels mounted in all; that M.
de le Bras, a Captainof a Man of War, commanded
them, with M. Rigal, and other Sea Officers, and
that Part of the PicEets of Languedoc, Bearn, and
La Sarre, were on board. On this Intelligence, the
General fent for Captain Loring, who was building
a Brigantine at Ticonderoga, who came the next
Day, and having acquainted him with the Force of
the Enemy, the Captain thought the Brigantine
-would not be of fufficient Strength, and concluded
on building a Radeau, toufe its Gun on the Lake,
as well as to tranfport them over the fame. That on
- the 1ftof September the General having learnt, that
the ¥nemy had launched a new Veflel pierced for
16 Guns, he fent for Captain Loring, that a fecond
Veflel might be built, if it could be done without
retarding the other, as it appeared the Enemy was
trying all they could to have a fuperior Force by
‘Water; the Captain came on the 3d, and they con-
cluded on building 2 Sleop for 16 Guns : That the
utmoft Diligence was ufed in building all the above
Veflels : That on the 29th of September, the Ra-
deau, 84 Feet in Length, and zo in Breadth, to car-
ty Six 24 Pounders, was launched ; Thaton the 10th
of O&tober the Brigantine arrived at Crown Point ;
fhe has Six 6 Pounders, T'welve 4 Pounders, and zo
Swivels, 70 Seamen, and 60 Marines detached from
the Troops: Thaton the 11th, the Sloop alfo ar-
rived ; fhe has Four 6 Pounders, Twelve 4 Pounders,
and 22 ‘Swivels, 60 Seamen, and ;o Marines, and
is commanded byLieutenant Grant of Montgomery’s :
That, in the Courfe of that very Day, the General,
with the Troops under his Command, embarked in
Batteauns ; the Sloop and Brigantine got out about
~-Four o’Clock, failed with- a fair Wind, and the
“Troops followed in Four Columns, with a Light
hoifted in the Night on board the Radeau. The jzth
at Day-break, the General heard fome Guns; Ma-
jor Gladuin of Gage’s fent him Word he faw the
Veflels engaged, but {oon after found his Miftake;
and Major Reid, returning with fome Batteaus of
the Royal Highland Regiment, reported, the Sloops
had fired on }%im; he had loft the Columns in the
Night, followed the Light of the Brigantine for the
Radeau, and at Day-break found himfelf amongft
the Enemy’s Sloops at les Iles au quatre Vent : They
fired feveral Guns, and itis fuppoled ftruck one Bat-
teau, asthey took one with Lieutenant M‘Koy, one
Serjeant, one Corporal, and eighteen Men: Soon
after the Generall faw the Enemy’s Sloops make all
the Sail they could: Towards Night bad Weather
came on, and the General ordered the Troops
into a Bay on the Weflern Shore to be covered
from the Wind, whick begun to blow hard, fent
the Men on Shore to boil the Pots, and relieve
themfelves by walking about; ordered the Rangers
on an Ifland, and Gage’s advanced on the Shore.
The 13th it blew a Storm, and quite contrary Wind ;

continued fo all Day. On the 14th the General had |

Letters from Capt. Loring, and Capt. Abercrombie
{one of his Aids de Camp whom he had put on
- board) that, on the zzth at Day-break, when they
judged th?: were forty-five Miles down the Lake,
they faw the Schooner, gave Chace, and unfortu-
nately ran the Brigantine and Sloop a-Ground, but
got both off -again, and then faw the Enemy’s
Sloops, which they had paffed in the Night, be-
tween them and the Army, and chafed to bring them
g0 Adtion; drove them into a Bay on the Weftern
Shore, and anchored fo as to prevent their getting
away. The. next Day they fent into the Bay in
Search ‘of them, and found they had funk two of
them in five FathomWater, and ran the 3d on Gronnd,
and that the Crews were efcaped; that Capt. Loring
had. ordered Capt. Grant, with the Sloop, to try to
fave the Veflel with the Stores, Guns, and Rigging ;
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and that he wonld go to his Station, end hoped t¢
get between the Schooner anc Iffe au Noix, The
Men, who brought the Letter, f2id, Capt. Loring
was about thirty Miles off, and that it was impof-
fible for a Boat to glt back while the Wind con-
tinued. The 15th it blew a Storm all Night, and
the Continuance of it that Day made the Lake
impaffable for Boats, the Waves running like the
Sea in a Gale of Wind. The 16th it froze in
the Night; and in the Morning no Changs
of Weather : The General remazined in the fame
Place, where the Batteaus were very luckily co-
vered from the Wiad, The 17th the fame cen-
trary Wind continued : In the Afternoon, two
Whaleboats, which the General had difpatched to
Capt. Loring on the 13th, came back ; cthe Crews
faid, they had been trying, fince that Day, all they
could to get down, but could not, and were forced
to return. The 18th, the Wind came 20 the South.
ward ; the General proceeded immediately down
the Lake as far as the Place where the French Sloops
were ; one was fo far repaired, thac fhe failed thag
Day with the Brigantine and Sloops, The Generai
detached 200 Men in Whale-boats to affit Captain
Loring in looking for the Schooner. The 19th the
Wind being Northerly, and contrary, and an Ap-
pearance of Winter being fet in, the General de-
termined not to lofe Time on the Lake by friving
to get to the Ille au Noix, where he fhould arrive
too late in the Seafon to force tire Enemy from their
fixed Poft, but to return to Crown Point to compleat
the Works there as much as poflible, before the
Troops go into their Winter Quarters. The Gereral
returred with the Troops to the {fame Bay he came
from, and, on the zoth, purfued his Route, znd gost
within 1z Miles of Crown Peirt ; fent the Light In-
fantry and Grenadiers, in Whale-boats, on to taat
Place, and left the Rangers, with the Radeau and
Boats with Guns, which could not come on {o faft.
On the 211, the General arrived a¢ Crown Point,
The Gereral obferves, that building Veflcls had
been =z tedious Bufinefs : That they have now, tho®
late, the entire Dominion of Lake Champlain, and
he imagines that Capt. Loring will be able to
weigh up the two Sloops which are funk, and that.
he has dire€ted him to do zs he judges beft. Gene-
ral Amherft fays, that the Repairs at Ticondersga
are finithed ; that the Ground, on which he is
building a Fort at Crown Peint, is the beft Sttaation
he has feen in America ; that it is no where com-
marded, and has all the Advantages of the Lake,
and Strength of Grousd, that can be defired ; that
for the better Defence of Crown Point, and to make
the Fortrefs as formidable as he can, ke has og-
dered, with the Advice of the Engincer, three Forss
to be erefted, which he has named the Grenadier
Fore, Light Infantry Fort, and Gage’s Light Infan-
try Fort, ordering thofe Corps to build each their
own as faft as poflible ; and though the Fortrefs and
dependant Forts will not be fo compleatly finithed as
he intended they fhould be, yet he thinks he ma
affure, that they wili be fo refpeQtable, that the Ene.
my can do nothing againft them, fhould they attempe
it: That he thall continue theWorks a: Crown Point
fo long as he poflibly can, and fhall then wy ¢o
difpofe of His Majefty’s Troops in fuch Quarters,
tha¢ they may effeftually proteft tne County from
any Insoads of the Enemy, not negle@ing to have
rd to the Care and Prefervation of the
Health of the Men : That 2z Road had bezn cqr
from the Village tc join one he had direfed to te
made frem Ticonderoga for driving Catdle, &c. and
that znother Road had alio been cnt 77 Mies 1o
N® 4, to open a Communication from the Mafla-
chufets and New Hampthire Governments to Crown
Poinc : That the Works Le has been carrying on
have been{requently interrupted by the wet Weather,
there having been, by all Accounts, more Rain chis
Summer, than any People remember in the Country.
Gereral Amherft adds, that the Provincials begin
to grow fick, and lofe fome Men ; that they 2ic ex-
cellent Ax-men 3 that the Works could not be carried
on without them ; and that the Zeal and Adivice
of their Colonels is of the greatel Affifance in Gor-
warding the Works,

General



