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The following being the laft A& of

Parliament relating to the horrid

Crime of Murder, is here inferted

for the Information of the Publick.
An AG for better preventing the borrid

Crime of MURDER.
HEREAS the horrid Crime of
Murder has of Iate been more
frequently perpetrated than for-
merly, and particularly in and near
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, contrary to
the known Humanity and natural Genius of
the Britith Nation : And whereas it is thereby
become neceflary, that fome further Terror and
peculiar Mark of Infamy be added to the Pu-
nithment of Death, now by Law infliCted on
fuch as fhall be guilty of the faid heinous Of-
fence ; May it pleafe your moft Excellent Ma-
jefty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted
by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and
with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spi-
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
prefent Parliament aflembled, and by the Autho-
rity of the fame, T'hat from and after the Firft
Day of Eafter Term, in the Year of our Lord
One thoufand feven hundred and fifty two, all
Perfons who fhall be found guilty of wilful Mur-
dery be executed according to Law, on the Day
next but one after Sentence paffed, unlefs the
fame fhall happen to be the Lord’s Day, com-
monly called Sunday, and in that Cafe on the
Monday following.

And be it further enalted by the Authority
dforefaid, That the Body of fuch Murderer {o
¢onvicted, fhall, if fuch Convilion and Execu-
tion thall be in the County of Middlefex, or
within the City of London, or the Liberties
thereof, be immediately conveyed by the Sheriff
or Sheriffs, his or their Deputy or Deputies,
and his or their Officers, to the Hall of the Sur-
geons Company, or fuch other Place as the faid
Company fhall appoint for this Purpofe, and
be delivered to fuch Perfon as the faid Company
fhall depute or appoint, who fhall give to the
Sheriff or Sheriffs, his or their Deputy or Depu-
ties, a Receipt for the fame ; and the Body fo
delivered to the faid Company of Surgeons, fhall
be diffeCted and anatomized by the faid Surgeons,
or fuch Perfon as they fhall appoint for that
Purpofe : And in cafe fuch Conviction and Exe-
cution fh3ll happen to be in any other County,
or other Place in Great Britain, then the Judge
of Juftice of Aflize, or other proper Judge, thall
awatd the Sentence to be put in Execution the
ntxt Day but oae after fuch Conviction (except
as jj before excepted) and the Body of fuch
Murderer fhall in like Manner be delivered by
the Sheriff, or his Deputy, and his Officers, to
fych Surgeon as fuch Judge or Juftice thall dire& |
for the Purpole aforefaid. ‘

And be it further enacted by the Authority
aforefsd, That Sentence fhall be pronounced in
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open Court immediately after the Conviction of |
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fuch Murderer, and before the Court fhall pro-
ceed to any other Bufinefs, unlefs the Court
fhall fee reafonable Caufe for poftponing the
fame ; in which Sentence fhall be exprefled not
only the ufual Judgment of Death, but alfo the
Time appointed hereby for the Exgcutton there-
of, and the Marks of Infamy hereby directed.for
fuch Offenders, in order to imprefs a juft Horror
in the Mind of the Offender, and on the Minds
of fuch as fhall be prefent, of the heinous Crime
of Murder,

Provided always, and be it enalted, That af-
ter {uch Sentence pronounced as aforefaid, in
cafe there thall appear reafonable Caufe, it {fhall
and may be lawful to and for fuch Judge or
Juftice, before whom fuch Criminal fhall have
been fo tried, to ftay the Execution of the Sen-
tence, at the Difcretion of fuch Judge or Juftice,
Regard being always had to the true Intent and
Purpofe of this Act.

Provided alfo, That it {hall be in the Power
of any fuch Judge or Juftice to appoint the Body
of any fuch Criminal to be hung in Chains:
But that in no Cafe whatfoever the Body of any
Murderer fhall be fuffered to be buried ; unlefs
after fuch Body fhall have been diflected and
anatomized as aforefaid ; and every fuch Judge
or Juftice fhall, and is hereby required to direct
the fame either to be difpofed of as aforefaid,
to be anatomized, or to be hung in Chains, in
the {ame Manner as is now pra&tifed for the moft
atrocious Qffences.

And be it further enalted by the Authority
aforefaid, That from and after fuch Conviétiony
and Judgment given thereupon, the Goaler or
Keeper, to whom fuch Criminal fhall be deli-
vered for fafe Cuftody, fhall confine fuch Pri-
{foner to fome Cell, or other proper and fafe
Place within the Prifon, feparate and apart from
the other Priforfers ; and that no Per{on or Per-
fons whatfoever, except the Goaler or Keeper,
or his Servants, fhall have Accefs to any fuch
Prifoner, without Licence being fir{t obtained
for that Purpofe, under the Hand of fuch Judge
or Juftice, before whom fuch Offender fhall
have been tried, or under the Hand of the She-
riff, his Deputy, or Under Sheriff,

Provided always, That m cafe any fuch Judge
or Juftice fhall fee Caufe to refpite the Execu-
tion of fuch Offender, fo condemned as afore-
faid, fuch Judge or Juftice may relax or releafe
any or all of the Reftraints or Regulations heres
in before or herein after direted to be obferved
by the Goaler or Keeper of the Prifon, where
{uch Prifoner fhall be confined, by any Licence
in Writing, figned by fuch Judge or Juftice for
that Purpofe, for and during the Time of fuch
Stay of Execution ; any Thing herein before
contained to the contrary thereof notwithftand-
Ing.

gAnd' be it further enaéted by the Aathority

aforefaid, That after Sentence pafled as afore- F ;%

faid, and until the Execution thereof, fuch Of- £
fender thall be fed with Bread and Water only, &
and with no other Food or Liquor whatfoever ¥
(except in cafe of receiving the Sacrament of the
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