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H E Ceremony of Confecrating the

Water was performed here on the

17th Ioftant in the following Man-

her, viz. About Nine in the Morn-

ihg, Nine Regiments of Infantry, drawn from
the neighbouring Garrifons, with the three Re-
giments of Foot Guards, in all 17400 Men,
were drawn up over-againft the Palace ; from
whence, after they had performed their Exer-
cifes, they marched to the Place appointed for
performing the Ceremony, which they inclofed,
by ferming a great hollow Squares "I'hree Pa-
villions were erefted upon the Edge of the
Great Neve, richly carved and gilded without,
and curioufly ornamented with rich Tapiftry
within ; the largeft of them; which reprefented
the Jordan, was furrounded with Rails, in the
Middlé of which they cut a Hole in the Ice,
and placed therein a large Tub filled with the
Water which was to be confecrated. About
Eleven the Proceflion began, which was com-
pofed of the Monks and Fryars of the different
Religious Orders, finging Spiritual Hymns,
the Archbithop of Novogorod walking in the
Middle, ‘They were preceded by four Priefts,
carrying the Banners, and followed by the reft

of the Clergy, fome carrying Relicks, and others |

the Images of Saints. 'When the Proceffion was
come to the Place appointed, they began the Ce-
remony with finging a Mafs, after which the
Archbifhop confecrated the Water, by touching
it with a large Gold Crofs which he held in his
Hand, and faying fome Prayers. = Which being
«<ended, they brought the Banners, the Relicks,
‘the Images of a great Number of Saints, the
Colours of the Regiments; many Children, and
«lifealed Perfons, to whom the Archbifhop gave
the Benedition, fprinkling them at the fame
“Time with the Blefled Water ; and the Cere-
anony ended with a triple Difcharge of all the
IMufquetry, and of the (,armOn of the Cittadel.
]Nelther her Imperial Majefty, nor their Imperial
Xdighnefles the Great Duke and Dutchefs, were
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prefent at this Ceremony; on Qccafion of the
fudden Thaw, accompanied by an almoft con-
tinual Rain : For this Reafon alfo the Troops
were not fuffered to draw them{elves up upon
the River, becaufe it was not thought the Ice.
was of a fufficient Thicknefs to bear them ;
notwithftanding which, a prodigeous Number of
Spectators ventured on it aftef the Departure of
the Proceflion, and forced themfelves into the
Jordan, in order to procure and carry Homé

fome Drops of the Blefled Water.

The Circuits appointed for the Lent
Aflizes are as follow, wiz.

Northern Circuit.

Tord Chief Juftice Lee.
Mr, Juftice Burnett.
City of York, Monday March 12, at the Guifd:
hal] of the faid City. _
York, The fame Day, atthe Caftle of Zor%:

Lancafler, Tuefday March 27, at the Caftle
of Lancafler.

Home Circuit.

Lord Chief Juftice WVilles.

Mr. Jultice Denifon.
Hertford, Thurfday March 8, at Hertford.
Effex, Tuefday March 13, at Chelmsford.
Kent, Monday March 19, at Maidfione.
Suffex, Monday March 26, at Eqff Grinfled.
Surry, Thutfday March 29, at Guildferd.

Norfolk Circuit.

Lord Chief Baron Parker,
Mr. Juftice Abney.

Bucks, Monday March 5, at Ayleskury,
Zedford, Thurlday March 8, at Bedford.

Huntington, Saturday March 10, at Huntingtsn,
Cambridge, Monday March 12, at Cambridge,

Norfolk, Thurfday March 15, at Thetford.
Suffolty, Monddy March 19, at Bury §t &%
Edmund’s, <
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