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AT the Court at Kenfington, the 3d Day
Of 7“”3’ 174'7'

P R ES EN T,

The King’s moft Excellent Majefty in his
Privy Conncil.

HEREAS there was this Day

read at the Board a Report made

by his Majefty’s Attorney and Sol-

licitor General to the Loords Com-

miflioners of his Majefty’s Treafury, upon con-
fidering a Reprefentation from the Commuffi-
oners of the Excife, together with feveral Pa-
pers thereto annexed, relating to the audacious
Behaviour of the Smugglers in the Counties of
Kent and Suffex, who aflemble in great Bodies,
and go armed to aflitt in the Smuggling and Re-
ceiving of Run Goods, and not only menace
the Magiftrates, but refift the Officers of the Re-
venues in the Difcharge of their Duty: Which

Report is as follows, viz.

“ To the Right Honourable the Lords
“ Commiffioners of his Majefly’s Treafury.

‘“ May it pleaft your Lar?ﬁz’ps,
« IN Obedience to your Lordfhips Com-
“ £ mands, fignified to us by Mr. Wett in his
¢ Letter of the 23d Inftant, tranfmitting a
“ Reprefentation of the Commiflioners of the
“¢ Excife, of the audacious Behaviour of the
¢ Smugglers in the Counties of Kent and Suflex,
¢ and of their Menaces to the Juftices of the
‘¢ Pedce, the Officers of the Revenues, and all
¢¢ others who fhall dare to obftruct their outra-
‘¢ geous Proceedings: By which Letter we are
¢ direCted to take the faid Reprefentation and
‘¢ the Papers annexed into Confideration (which
¢ aré all herewith returned) and report to your
¢ Lordfhips what Powers there are at prefent
‘“ for any of his Majefty’s Officers, either Civil
 or Military, to refift and fubdue thofe Of-
“¢ fenders, and to prevent the like for the fu-
“ ture by Force, as all other Means have hi-

““ therto proved ineffetual to that End.

| Price Four-Pence. ]

¢ We have taken the fame into Confiderz-
¢¢ tion, and ate of Opinion, that all his Ma-
¢¢ jefty’s Subjects, both Civil and Military,.
«¢ Magiftrates, Officers and Private Perfons,
¢¢ have, without any exprefs Warrant for that
<¢ Purpofe, Authority to feize and apprehend
¢¢ any Perfons aflembled, armed, and aling, or
¢¢ who have aflembled, armed, and acted in fuch
¢« Manner as defcribed in the aforementioned
¢« Reprefentation and Papers, and bring them
‘¢ before a Magiftrate, who may commit them
¢ to Prifon 3 and in the feizing, apprehending,
‘¢ fecuring, and committing them to Prifon,
¢ may repel Force with Force, and juttify any
‘¢ Violence or Hoftilities which may be necef-
‘¢ fary to fupprefs and- fubdue them, or bring
‘¢ them to Juftice.

““ The Powers abovementioned are vefted in
¢ all his Majefty’s Subjelts generally for the
‘¢ Prefervation of the Peace. But the Juftices
¢ of the Peace and Peace Officers are, both
“ by the Nature of their Office, and the ex-
¢ prefs Dire€tion of diverfe Alls of Parliament,
‘¢ bound to fupprefs all Riots, unlawful Affem-
“ blies and Breaches of the Peace, of which the
““ Offences complained of are notorious In-
‘¢ ftances. And the NegleCt of it is a high
‘¢ Mifdemeanour, for which they are accountable
“ in a Criminal Profecution.

¢ ‘The Law has likewife for this Puipofe fur-
* nifhed them with Strength and Force as well
‘¢ as Authority, By empowering and command-
““ ing them to ufe the whole Power of the
©“ County, that is, to call all or any of
‘¢ his Majefty’s Subjels, except Clergy, capa-
“¢ ble of Arms, to affift them, and, as Part of
‘¢ thofe Subjecls, they may command, and take
¢ the Affiftance of any Military Force “in thofe
‘¢ Parts, who, and all others, will be fully juf-
¢¢ tified in any A¢ls of Violence they fhall do
¢ againft the Offenders. ,

“¢ As to the preventing the like Offences for the
 future, the Law has already made them very
‘““ penal, efpecially by an Act of the laft -Sef-
¢¢ fions, by which the aflembling and going ar-

““ med to the Number of Three, to aflift in any
¢ Sort



