of their ptefent Fofces, as their own immediate
Prefervation, and the Neceflity of Affairs, ab-
folutely require.

The great Adveniages, which we have receiy-
ed fiom our paval Suength, in proteCting the
Commerce of my Subje€ts; and intercepting and
diftrefling that of our Enemies, have been hap-
pily experienced by the former, and feverely felt
by the latter. I am therefore determined to be
particularly attentive to this important Service,
and to have fuch a Fleet at Sed early in the
Spring, as may be fuffitient to defend ourfelves,
and-effe€tually to annoy our Enemies. -

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons

It is with much Regret, that I find myfelf
obliged to ask any farther Aids of my People.
I am fo fenfible of the Burthens they endure,
that nothing could give me fo fincers a Pleafure
as tolighten them. But the Confiderations, I
have laid befare you, are {o necellary to our own
Prefervation, thatI doubt not, you will grant
me fuch a Supply, as fhall be fufhcient for thefe
Parpofes. The proper Eftimates {hall foon be
laid before you j and I earneftly recommend it fo
you, to take the moft effe€lual Meathods to main-
tain the Publick Credit in this Conjunélyre, -

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I hdvq fully opered to you my Views and
Intentions, which are fg eflential to the Honour
of my Crown, and the true Intere and Wgll-
being of ‘my Kingdoms, that 1 depend on your
vigerous Suppert, and the utmoft Unanimity
and Difpatch in your Proceedings ]

The following Addres of his Majefty’s
L.oysl Independent Volunteers, has been prefent-
ed to his Majefty by Thom4ds Dicey, Efg; and
others, belng introduced by the Right Ho-
nourable the Earl Cowper, one of the Lords of
his Majefty’s Bed-chamber in Waiting : Which
Addrefs his Majefty was pleafed ta receive very
gracioufly.

5 the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,

The humble Addrefs of the Gentlemen
Volunteers.

halt

Moff Gracious Sovereign,

E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal
Subjeéds, firft incorporated by your Royal
Permiffion, under the CharaCer of your Maje-
fty’s Loyal Independent Volunmteers, lately re-
vigw’d by your Majeflty’s Secretary at War,
hambly beg Leave to approach your facred Per-
fon, with our unfeigned Thanks for the Honour
and good Opinion your Majefty hath been gra-
sioufly pleafed to entertain of our Sincerity. and

Attachment, in the Diftribution of your Maje-
fty’s Arme, which have’ been committed to our
Cuftody and Care.

And as a folemn Pledge of our Zeal and
moft grateful Senfe of your Majefty’s Goodnefs,
we entreat, Great Sir, to lay before you our
Defire and inflexible Refolutions to preferve,
with your Royal Leave, your Majefty’s
Arms, and other Implements of War fo en-
truted to our Hands, in the perpetual Defence, -
while Breath remains, of your facred Perfon
and Government, and to fecure the Proteftant
Succeflion to the Crown of thefe Kingdoms ip
the illuftrious Line of Hanover.

And herein, moft Royal Sir, we are deter-
mined every Hour. we live, never to be found.
wanting, on all Occafions,whenever called upon,
to convince the perfidious Houfe of Bourbon,
ever treacherous jn all their Policies and Defigns,
and the infolent Invaders they prefume to fend
among us, in order to difturb your Majefty’s
Peace of Mind, and the Repofe of thefe Realms,
that your Majefty hath Volunteers, ever obedi-
ent to your Royal Commands, who, in Con-
junltion with your other Troops, are ever ready
angd refolv’d to chaftife their Infults, and to de-
feat the. ungrateful and unnpatural Attempts of
all thofe who dare exert themfelves as Enemies
te your Royal Perfon and Government; and
who muft, in fuch Light, confequently appear
Enemies alfo to our happy Conftitution, and the
Britith Nation in general.

Thefe, moft gracious Sir, are the folid, the
unfhaken Principles we will ardently adhere to
and purfue; and to maintain which, we will-
ever make it a Point. of Duty, and conftant
Study, to inculcate the fame to the utmoft of
our Power ; that Pofterity, to the moft diftant
Ages, may never {werve, nor be any ways de=
luded, either by the Perfidy of the French Court,
or the Jefuitical Arts of Romiith Prieftcraft, from
the like Zeal, and religious Attachment to your
Majefty’s Royal Offspring, and the true Prote-
ftant Caufe: A Caufe! io which -your Majefty
hath moft eminently diftinguithed yourfelf, and
in which alfo (fromi our very Souls, Great Sir,
we really fpeak and believe it) your Majefty,
fhielded by Divine Protection, now fits adorn’d
on the Throne of Great Britain, as the One
Saviour, under God, of as magnanimous a- Race
of Peopie, and as glorious a Nation, as the whole
World ¢an truly boaft. .

In a Word, Illuftrious Sir, we pray the Al-
mighty Ruler and Difpofer of -all great Events,
by Land and Sea, in Peace and in War, ever to
guide and dire€t the Wifdom of your Royal
Councils ; that they may perpetually roll on in
one contioued and very long Series of Profperity
to your Royal Perfon, and your People in ge-
neral ; that the baneful Troubles now unhappily
fubfiting both at Home and Abroad, may foon

fubfide,



