Wetfts farther, having firft fwam over a River,
and return’d with one Officer and 12 Soldiers
Prifoners.

The 12th we built a Bridge, and baving had
Intelligence, that in the common Road to Hel-
fingfors we had another River to c10fs, the Bridges
over which were burnt, and that the Swedes had
feveral fmall armgd Veilels and Gedleys lying
upon an Arm of the Sea near to the faid River,
from which we might be incommoded on our
March, we thereupon chofe to take another
Route.

The 13th we crofs’d the Road of Abo, and
one of our JParties of Huflars fell upon 100
pwedifh Foragers, killed a great many of them
in their Flight, and wook a Suoaltern Officer
Prifoner, and brought with them zo Horfes,
which they had taken near the Enemy’s Camp:

The 14th two Deferters reported, that the
Swedith Army was encamped under the Walls
of Helfingfors, conlifting of 14 Regiments, which
one of the Deferters made amount to the Num-
ber of 15000 Men, and the other to 20,000,
amongft which there were areal Numbers Sick :
Th-¢ * r whole Army had bewn in the greatett
Confteruation fince they u e blked up in
thur Camp by cuis and had come to the Re-
folution, in eufe of their being beat, to kil
their Horfes, abandon all tle Artillery and Bag-
gage, and to embark on board thewr Ships to re-
turn to Sweden.

The 16th the Detachment which was fent
from Kexholm the z2d of July to Nyflodt, un-
der the Command of Colonel Prince Mefchersky,
having fummoned the Commandant of that Fo-
trels to fifirender, he at firt made fome Diffi-
culties to comply therewith, upon Pretence of
wailing for Orders from his General, but ca-
pitulated a few Days after; and the Garrifon,
confifting of 235 Men, laid their Arms down.
The whole Country have fubmitted with great
Zeal 10 the Protettion of ber Imperial Majefty,
and have pramifed to fupply us with all Ne-
ceflaries, Colonel Mefchersky, after having put
200 Men into Garrifon there, difpatch’d a Lieute-
pant with a Standard, and a Lift of what he
found in the faid Fortress.

Stockholm, Auguft 31, O. §.

The King of Sweden’s Specch, at the spening of
the Diet the z5th of Augufl 1742, to the
States of the Kingdom, wade in the Hall of
the Statesy, by Count Charles Gyllenborg, Se-
nator and Prefident of bis Majefly's College of

Chancery, and of the Kingdom.
W HEN his Majefty had laft the Pleafure
of feeing all the States of the Kingdom,
his faithful Subjets, aflembled here, before the
Royal Throne, and gave them Permiflion to

Gentfenen and good Swedes,

feparate and_ return to their refpeGive Homes,
his Majefty could not apprehend there would fo
foon be a Neceflity for a new Convocation, Af:
fairs in all their Circumftances feem’d to be fet-
tled as well as could be wifh’d ; his Majefty, and
his late Spoufe our moft gracious Queen, weré
both in fo good a Condition of Health, as not to
apprehend any unhappy Change. The States of
the Kingdom had unanimoufly refolved the
prefent War, for which Purpofe a fowerful
Army and Fleet were fet out, and fuch good
Orders were given both for the Entertainment of
the Army and other Neceflaries of War, that,
with the Almighty’s Affiflance, a happy Progrefs,
and in Confequence of it, a well-founded and
lafting Peace for the prefent and future Security
or the Kingdom was to be expeted : But it has
pleafed the Almighty fince, by an unhappy and
unexpected Change to fink our Hopes, which,
according to all human Wifdom, were fo well
founded, by calling fuddenly to himfelf out of
this World, at a Time it was leaft thought
of, his Majefty’s moft beloved Spoufe, our in-
con p rable Queen, winch is an irreparable Lofs
to his Majefty, as well as to the whole King-
dorn, and all his faith,ul S..bjects.

His Majefty need not remind all the States of
the Kingdom, his faithful Subjects, of the juft
Caufe they have, from the Bottom of their Hearts,
and with bitter Tears, to regret a Death,
which whenfoever it had happened, muit have
been very unhappy for them, but which in the
prefent Circumn(tances we have fhil] greater Caule
to lament. We lofe in her a pious Queen, a~
true Mother of our Country, who never ceaftd
praying for the Prefervation of the Kingdom,
and of her Subjects. It did indeed feem as if Di-
vine Providence was, immediately after fo deep
and painful a Wound, willing, in fome Degree,
to comfort his Majefty and his faithful Subjelts
with the Hopes of a glorious and Aonourable
Peace ; but thefe having vanifthed almoft as foon
as conceived, his Majefty found himfelf under a
Neceflity of making other Difpofitions for con-
tinuing a juft War with Vigour.

Befhdes, Affairs have altered very much both
in the North and elfewhere ; thay have besn
fubje¢t to great Revolutions from the Conjunc-
ture ‘of the Time, and ftill are, for the moft
Part, fluctuating in Uncertainty ; whe.efore his
Majetty has been obliged again to convcke s
faithful Subjets the States of the Kingdom, as
well to receive their faithful Advice, as to be
condufled and fupported by them, and for theit
deliberating upon all Afturs in fuch Manner as
the Sa‘ety and Honour of the Kingdom and
Country require. .

Upon which his Majefty hopes the States of the
Kingdom will, immediately, and in God's Name,
enter, .referring himfelf further to the faithful and
paternal Exhortations he has, in all their Dizts,

made



