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HE Czarina has order’d her Mi-
nifters at foreign Courts to make
the following Declaration,
Her Imperial Majefty’s Circular Letter to
ber Minifters at foreign Courts.

BY Yefterday’s Poft from Berlin we received

the Extract of a Letter from Gruneberg,
hereto annexed, by which we are informed,
to our inexpreflible Surprize, of what has
hlappcn’d to a Swedifh Officer named Sin-
clair.

Our Reputation, Honour, Chriftian Dif-
pofitions, and Magnanimity are, God be
thanked, fo well eftablifhed in the World,
that no worthy Man will fufpect that we, or
any one belonging to us, were in the leaft
concerned in that Affaffination ; fo that it
might be deemed needlels for us to make any

publick Declaration of our Innocence.
However, as on the one Hand what has
been publickly rumour’d throughout Europe
(though we hope without Foundation,) fince
the Beginuing of the laft Diet in Sweden,
of the ill Intentions of that Crown towards
us, and of an Alliance in Agitation between
that Crown and the hereditary Enemy of the
Chriftian Name, is but too generally known,
and for that Reafon fome Perfons might be in-
clined to think that for dilcovering a T'ranf-
action on which the Happinefs and Safety of
fo many Millions of Men would depend, and
which efpecially would be very dangerous to
us, our Kingdoms and Subjedts, we might
have fome Concern in that A& of Violence ;
the rather, becaufe in the faid Extra& Men-
tion is made of two Rulffian Officers who are
fuppofed to have committed it ; and as on
the other Hand we hold a more tender Re-
gard to our Honour and Confcience, than to
approve fuch vile Means of difcovering a
Secret of whatever Importance it might be,
and that hitherto we bave noc given Credit
toall the forementioned Rumours which have
been current abroad, and which couldnever
induce us to any Proceeding but what common
Senfe and Prudence naturallv require from
every one ; We have judged it neceflary, im- |
mediately after the forefaid Extract came to our

Hands, to order, as by thefe Prefents we do
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order, all our Minifters who are at Foreigh
Courts, to declare publickly in our Name, as

-well verbally as by Writing, as may be moft

proper at each Place, not only that we nei-
ther have nor take the leaft Part in that bafe
Fa&, if the Truth of it fhould be confirmed,
(for at preferit we know nothing at all of it
but what is contained in the faid Extract;)
but that we look upon it as an infamous Ac-
tion, altogether unworthy of our Honour and
our Dignity, and that we deteft it to the
laft Degree.

Not content with this Declaration, we
have befides made earneft Application to his
Imperial Roman Majefty, and to his Royal
Majefty of Poland on whofe Territories the
faid Affaffination is faid to have been com-
mitted, that they may iffue the ftriGeft Or-
ders throughout their Dominions, that due
Search may be made for the Murtherers, and
in Cale they are taken, they may be put into
Prifon; that by the Proceedings in Juftice
againft them, the Publick may know to
whom to impute this execrable Deed.

And though we cannot prevail upon our-
felves to believe that any one belonging to us
Has been capable of violating fo far his
Honour andp Confcience; yet we further
declare, that we will uie all Means, and nc €
ceale to purfue the Affaffins till they fhall
be apprehended if poffible ; that all the
World may fee how much we abhor fuch
Villany ; and that we will afluredly not per-
mit any Thing to be attempted that may be in
the leaft contrary to the Friendthip and Al-
liance which happily fubfift between us and
the Crown of Sweden, on which we fhall
always fet a great Value, being fincerely dif-
pofed to cultivate and maintain the fame to
the beft of our Power.

Fstratt of a Letter from Gruncherg, dated
the 261h of Fume, 1739.

I Muft likewife inform you, that a Lieute-

nant €olonel, named Sinclair, coming
from Conftantinople to return to Stockholm,
was ftopt at a Village called Zauche, not far
from hence, by two Ruffian Officers and four
Soldiers of the fame Nation, who had follow=
ed him from Hungary. They carried him
into a Wood near the Frontiers of $axony;
and after they had taken away all the Dif-

patches he had about him, fhot him dead,
and




