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"W 1S Majefty camie this Day té the
Houfe of Peers, and being in his
Royal Robes, feated on the Throne
. with the ufual Solemnity, Sir Charles
Dalton, Gentleman Uther of the Blagk Rod,
was fent with a Meflage from His Majetty to
the Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers ; the Com-
mons being come thither accordingly, His
Majefty was pleafed to make the following
moft gracious Speech.

My Lords and Gentlemer,

HE War, which is now begun, and car-

ried on againft the Emperor, with fo
much Vigour, by the united Powers of France,
Sgain, and Sardinia, is become the Obje& of
the Care and Atterntion of all Europe ; and
though I am no ways engaged in it, and
have had no Part, except by My good Offices,
in thofe Tranfaions; which have been de-
clared to be the Frincipal Caufes and Motives
of it, I cannot fit regardlefs of the prefent
Events, or be unconcerned for the future
Confequences of a War, undertaken and fup<
ported by fo powerful an Alliance.

If ever any Occafion required more than
ordinary Prudence and Circumf{pection, the
prefent calls upon Us to ‘ufe Our utmoft Pre-
cautien, not to determine too haftily upon
fo critical and important 2 Conjunéture, but
to confider thoroughly what the Honour and
Dignity of My Crown and Kingdoms, the
true Intereft of My People, and the Engage-
ments We- are under to the feveral Powers
We are in Alliance with, may in Juftice and
Prudence require of Us.

I have therefore thought it proper to take
T'ime to examine the Faéts alledged on both
Sides, and to wait the Refult of the Coun-
cils of thofe Powers, that are more nearly
and immediately interefted in the Confequen-

ces of the War, and to concert with thofe

Allies, who are under the fame Engagements
‘with Me, and have pot taken Part in the
War (more- particularly the” States General
of the United Provinces) fuch Meafures as
fhall be thought moft advifeable for Qur
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comrthon Safety; atid for reftoring thé Peacé
of Europe.

The Refolutions of the Britith Parliament,
in fo nice a Juncture, are of too great Mo-
ment not to be carefully attended to, and
impatiently expe&ed, by all, "and not leaft
by thofe, who will hope to take Advantage
from your Determinations, whatever they
ihall be, and to turn them to the Prejudice
of this Kingdom. It muft therefore be
thought moft fafe ahd prudent, thoroughly
to weigh and confider all Circumftances,
before we come to a final Determination,

As I fhall have, in all My Confiderations
upon this. greac and important Affair, the -
ftricteft Regard to the Honour of My Crown;
and the Good of My People, and be govern-
ed by no other Views, I can make no doubt;
but that I may entirely depend on the Sup-

port and Affiftance of my Parlisment, with-

out expofing Myfelf, by any precipitate De-
clarations, to fuch Inconveniences, as ought,
as far as poffible; to be avoided.

In the mean time, I am perfuaded, you
will make fuch Provifions, as fhall fecure My
Kingdoms, Rights, and Pofleffions, from all
Dangers and Infults, and maintain the Re-
{fpeét due to the Britith Nation : Whatever
Part it may; in the End, be moft reafonable
for Us to aét, it will, in all Vidws, be necef-
fary, when all Europe is preparing for Armsy
to put Ourfelves in a proper Pofture of De-
fence. As this will bett preferve the Peace
of the Kingdom, fo it will give Us a due
Weight and Influence in whatever Meafures
We fhall take in Conjun&ion with Our Al-
lies : But fhould ¢he Defence of the-Natiory
not be fufficiently provided for, it will make
Us difregarded Abroad, and may prove a
Temptation and Encouragement to the de—
fperate Views of thofe, whe nevér fail to
flatter ‘themfelves with the Hopes of great
Acc!lvemtages from publick Troubles and Dif-
orders.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

I fhall order the Eftimates to be laid before
you of fuch Services, as require your prefent
and immediate Care. 'The Augmentation,
which will be propofed for the Sea Scrvic;:é
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