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IS Majefty camé this Day to the Houfe of

Peers, and being in his Royal Robes feat-

ed on the Throne, with the ufual Solem-

nity; Sir William Sanderfon, Gentleman.Ufher

of the Black-Rod, was fent with a Meflage from

His Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, command-

ing their Attendance in the Houft of Peers ; the

Commons being come thither accordingly, His

Majefty was pleafed to make the following moft
gracious Speech to bath Houfes.

- My Lords and Gentlemeén, s
Acquainted you laff Tear with the Treatics of Peace
and Commerce concluded besween the Emperowr and

#e King of Spain 3 as that fudden and unaccountable
Conjunition gavve, at the firft dppearance, juft Grounds
af Fealoufy and Apprebenfion to the neighbogring Pow-
ersof Eurdpe, the fubfequent Proceedings and Tranfuc-
zivms in thofe two Courts, and the fecrer and offenfive
Alliances contluded besween them about the [ame Time,
bawe laid the Foundasions of a moft exdrbitant and for-
midable Power, ahd are fo directly levelled agamft
the moft waluable and darling Interefts aud Privileges
of this Nation, that we mufi determine either tamely o
Jubmiz to the peremptory and unjuft Demands of “the
King of Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to
acquicfe in the Emperour’s ufurp'd and extended Exer-
qiz of Trade and Commeree, or muf? refolve o be in a
Condition te do surfelves Fufbice, and to defend our un-
doubted Rights againfp thefe reciprocal Engagements
éndred into, in Defiance and Violation of all national
Faith, and the moft folemn Treaties.

s Fbawe likewife received Informations from different

Pares, on which I can entively depend, that the placing

the Pretender upon the Throne of this Kingdom is one of

the drticles of the fécret Engagements ;_and, if Time
Shall eince, shar rhe giving up the Trade of this Na-
tion to ome Power, and Gibraltar and Port Mabon to
another, is made the Price and Reward of impofing up.
on this Kingdom & Papifh Pretender, awhat an Indignas
sion muft shis raife in sthe Breaft of every Proteflant

Briton £

Nor were thefe faral Cimbinations confined %o
thefe Parts of the World alone, bur they ~extended
themfelves into Ruffia ; and bad not the Defigns
of that Court, aganfi fome of their, Neighbours, been
prevented by the feafonable Arrival dof our Fleér in thofe
Seas, 4 Way had been opened for invading thefe King-
doms, and giving a powerful Affifiance to any Atsempt
20 be made from other Quarters.

Such Circumflances would not fuffer Me, and My
‘Allies, among whom theve has been, and is the moft
perfel Harmony, tnion and Concert, to be idle Speda-
dors, and vegardlefs of owr own Safety; and she Coms-
mon Caufe of Europes for avhich Purpofe, his moft
Chriftian Majefly has beew 44 a grear Expence;

nouver, but have come to flrong and feafonable Refolu-
tions for an extraordina:y Augmentarion of their Forcesy
both by Sea and Land.. The Acceffion of the Grown of
Sweden is in fuch a Forwardnefs, and the Negociations
with ibe Crown 4;] Depmark are fo far advanced, that
we may reafonably depend upon the Succefs and good
Effelt of them. . . g
_This_fhort View of the prefent Pofture of Affuirs;
will, I am confidens, not only fecure 30 Me the Suppors
and Affifiance of my Parliament, in carrying en this
great_and necelfury Work, in Conjuni¥ion with my Al«
lies ; but ju]}iﬁe Meafures hitherto taken, and she
Expences already made. e ey

The Confidence you repofed in Me laft Year, has been
made ufe of for she Benefit of the Publick 5 and as she
chief Article of Exciedimg has, by My equipping and.
Jending £6 Sea three confiderable Squadrons, falle upen
the Head of the Navy, I am perfwaded ihe Neceffity
of the Services, and the Security, Advantage and Glo-
vy that has accrued ro this Nation from thofe Squadrons;
will fufficiently fpeak for themfelves, as long as both
Friends and Foes, with ey or Concerns confefs, they
harve feen and felt the Effeifs of the Nawal Power of
Great Britain, .o 3

Is is not to be wondred at, that the Princes ingaged
in thefe Enterprizes are wery much difturbed tb fee theit
Projects render'd abortive : The King of Spain, impa~
tient of the Difuppointments be has met with, can no
longer difguilk that Enmity to us, whick for fome Time
be has only waited fir azwuumble Opportunity 10 de-
clave : He bas now ordered bis Minifier vefiding here
to depart immediately from this Coumiry; leaving a Me~
morial that is liszle [hore of a Declaration of War,
wherein be agnain demands and infifts upon the Refti-
tution of Glbraltar ; He does not himfelf demy the Cf-
fenfive Allianice, nor bis Engagements 1o fupport the
Offend Company : He makes My recalling shofe Squa-
drons, which his Condult bad pur Me under & Neceffizy’
of fending to the Weft-Indies, and the Coafis of Spair,
sthe Condition of any further Correftondence between
tke two Crowns; and ﬁ(qu/ing tke Continuance of my
Fleets abraad to be aBiual Haftilities, threstens to repe)
them with Force to the usmoft of his Power.

But not contedt wirh thefe Menaces, Infults, and In-
Jrattions of Treaties, his Catholick Majefly is now ma-
king Preparations to artack and befiegé Gibraltar 5 ard,
in order to carry om thas Serwice, or 10 cover gnosther
Defign, has affembled a great Body of Troops in thas
Neighbourbood § but as the prefens Srate and C@iﬁm
of that Garrifon, with the Reimforcemtnts I ha've or-
dered thither, give Me listle Caufe to apprekend, or m
Exsmies to kope for Swecefs in that Undereaking 5 the
certain andundoubred Intelligence I bave, that it 13 mow
refolv’d 20 artemps anlnvafion apon thefe Kingdoms in
Farvout of the Pretender; by an Imbarkation from the,
Coafls of Spain, gives me Reafom 10 believe, shat the'
the Siege of Gibtaltar may probably be undertaken, thé
publick, avoqu'd and immenfe Preparations.made for shat

| Purpofe, are chiefly calculated sg amufe she World, and

this laff Year, in awginenting his Forces, and the Staves | to Hifguife the intended Invafion, whick I am furcly

General fenfible of the imminent Danger, have not on- .

Iy acceeded s0 the Defenfive Alliance concluded at Ha- I
[ Rifoe Tvro Pence ]

3

ivybmud, bas been for fore timde agreed 26 be the fir,
Step and Beginning of the lng premedirated Rupiure,
* Qefitlemed



