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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF 
THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

St. James’s Palace, London SW1

19 July 2018

THE QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve the following 
awards of The George Medal, and The Queen’s Gallantry Medal 
and for publication in The London Gazette of the names of those 
shown below as having received an expression of Commendation for 
Bravery.

GEORGE MEDAL

Ignacio ECHEVERRIA, civilian (posthumous)

For confronting armed terrorists to protect others at London 
Bridge on 3 June 2017

On 3 June 2017, Ignacio Echeverria was cycling through Borough 
Market with friends when he witnessed a terrorist attack. On realising 
what was happening, he ran towards the terrorists, using his 
skateboard to strike them to prevent them from carrying out further 
attacks. The terrorists diverted their attention to him and inflicted fatal 
wounds. It is without doubt that his intervention allowed victims to 
escape, thus preventing further loss of life.

Ignacio Echeverria displayed great courage when he challenged 
multiple armed terrorists. Using his skateboard as a weapon, he was 
well aware that it was no match for the weapons that were being used 
by the assailants. Regardless, he ran towards them with the intention 
of stopping them from carrying out further attacks on innocent people 
who were in the vicinity.

It is beyond doubt that he displayed great courage in choosing to 
try to tackle the attackers. He could have taken cover but did not do 
so. He was unarmed and untrained. The danger was apparent but he 
made a deliberate choice to try to stop the attack, putting himself in 
harm’s way.

PC Charlie GUENIGAULT, Metropolitan Police

For confronting armed terrorists to protect others at London 
Bridge on 3 June 2017

On the evening of 3 June 2017, three terrorists carried out a sustained 
attack on members of the public in the vicinity of London Bridge and 
Borough Market. PC Charlie Guenigault was in the immediate vicinity. 
He was first alerted to the incident at approximately 21:30 when, 
despite being off duty, he responded to a call for assistance from a 
member of the public who had been stabbed in the arm. He went to 
assist and also dialled 999 and requested the attendance of the police 
and ambulance services via mobile phone. Two uniformed officers 
then approached the scene. He briefed them with what he knew. As 
he was doing this he heard a further commotion and observed what at 
that stage appeared to be a street brawl involving six to eight people 
about 10 to 15 metres away. Despite having no personal protective 
equipment, he ran toward the group and saw that in fact two British 
Transport Police officers were being attacked and that this was a 
violent and dangerous situation. Both officers were experiencing a 
sustained attack and were fighting back using their batons. Without 
any thought for his own safety, PC Guenigault sprinted towards the 
group to assist his fellow officers. On reaching them, he run between 
the two BTP officers and pushed away one of the attackers, receiving 
a stab wound to the back of his neck as he did so. Despite this, he 
forced his way further into the group, at which point it became clear to 
him that there were three assailants. He pushed one of the attackers 
away from a BTP officer. The attacker then turned on PC Guenigault 
and stabbed him multiple times resulting in injuries to his face, back 
and hands. He collapsed to the ground and despite his injuries had 
the presence of mind to lay still. The attackers then fled the scene. He 
was assisted by members of the public and was rushed to hospital 
with serious injuries.

PC Guenigault was off-duty when he showed exemplary action in 
response to this terrorist attack. He tried to protect fellow police 
officers and members of the public by distracting and attempting to 
stop the terrorists. He placed himself in danger and was aware of the 
possibility of serious personal injury.


