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ROYAL WARRANT

20 February 2018

THE CADET FORCES COMMISSION

ELIZABETH R

WHEREAS OUR Cadet Forces, being the Volunteer Cadet Corps, 
the Sea Cadet Corps, the Combined Cadet Force, the Army Cadet 
Force and the Air Training Corps, are uniformed voluntary youth 
organisations.

WHEREAS WE were pleased by Our Warrant dated 22nd March 2017 
to make provision in relation to a new Cadet Forces commission to 
be issued to every person appointed as an officer in one of Our Cadet 
Forces.

WHEREAS WE deem it expedient to make fresh provision regarding 
such matters.

AND WHEREAS it is therefore necessary to amend the Regulations 
in the Schedule to Our Warrant dated 19th February 1990 that 
made provision for officers appointed to the Air Training Corps 
to hold commissions as officers in the Training Branch of Our Air 
Force Volunteer Reserve and with respect to the tenure of such 
commissions.

OUR WILL AND PLEASURE is that the Regulations set out in 
Schedule 1 to this Our Warrant, governing the appointment and 
commissioning of officers in Our Cadet Forces, shall be established 
and obeyed as the sole authority on the matters therein treated, and 
that Our Warrant dated 22nd March 2017 is revoked.

OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE is that there shall be issued 
to every person (other than a person appointed as a chaplain or to 
an honorary rank) appointed as an officer in one of Our Cadet Forces 
after the coming into force of this Our Warrant, a Cadet Forces 
commission under Her Majesty’s Royal Sign Manual in the form set 
out in Part 1 of Schedule 2 to this Our Warrant.

OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE is that there shall be issued to 
every person appointed as a chaplain in the Sea Cadet Corps or the 
Army Cadet Force after the coming into force of this Our Warrant, a 
Cadet Forces commission under Her Majesty’s Royal Sign Manual in 
the form set out in Part 2 of Schedule 2 to this Our Warrant.

OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE is that there shall be issued 
to every person appointed to an honorary rank in one of Our Cadet 
Forces after the coming into force of this Our Warrant, a Cadet Forces 
commission under Her Majesty’s Royal Sign Manual in the form set 
out in Part 3 of Schedule 2 to this Our Warrant.

OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE is that Our Warrant dated 19th 
February 1990 that made further provision for the Air Training Corps 
shall be amended as set out in Schedule 3 to this Our Warrant.

OUR FURTHER WILL AND PLEASURE is that this Our Warrant shall 
come into force on 1st November 2017.

Given at Our Court at St. James’s this 26th day of October, Two 
Thousand and Seventeen, in the 66th year of Our Reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command.

Michael Fallon.

SCHEDULE 1

Regulations

Interpretation

1. For the purpose of these Regulations, “the Cadet Forces” are—

(a) the Volunteer Cadet Corps, which comprises the Royal Navy 
Volunteer Cadet Corps and the Royal Marines Volunteer Cadet Corps;

(b) the Sea Cadet Corps;

(c) the Combined Cadet Force (“the CCF”), which comprises the CCF 
(Royal Navy), the CCF (Royal Marines), the CCF (Army) and the CCF 
(Royal Air Force);

(d) the Army Cadet Force; and

(e) the Air Training Corps.

Appointments and power to make regulations

2.(1) A person may be appointed as an officer in one of the Cadet 
Forces in accordance with regulations made by the Defence Council.

(2) Those regulations may also make provision for all other matters 
affecting such officers.

Delegation

3.(1) Any function of the Defence Council under these Regulations in 
relation to the Volunteer Cadet Corps, the Sea Cadet Corps, the CCF 
(Royal Navy) or the CCF (Royal Marines) may (subject to any direction 
of the Defence Council) be discharged by the Admiralty Board or such 
person authorised by them.

(2) Any function of the Defence Council under these Regulations in 
relation to the CCF (Army) or the Army Cadet Force may (subject 
to any direction of the Defence Council) be discharged by the Army 
Board or such person authorised by them.

(3) Any function of the Defence Council under these Regulations in 
relation to the CCF (Royal Air Force) or the Air Training Corps may 
(subject to any direction of the Defence Council) be discharged by the 
Air Force Board or such person authorised by them.

Countersigning Cadet Forces commissions

4.(1) A Cadet Forces commission issued to an officer appointed in the 
Volunteer Cadet Corps, the Sea Cadet Corps, the CCF (Royal Navy) 
or the CCF (Royal Marines) shall be countersigned by or on behalf of 
the Secretary of State and by one member of the Admiralty Board or a 
person authorised by that Board.

(2) A Cadet Forces commission issued to an officer appointed in the 
CCF (Army) or the Army Cadet Force shall be countersigned by or 
on behalf of the Secretary of State and by one member of the Army 
Board or a person authorised by that Board.

(3) A Cadet Forces commission issued to an officer appointed in the 
CCF (Royal Air Force) or the Air Training Corps shall be countersigned 
by or on behalf of the Secretary of State and by one member of the 
Air Force Board or a person authorised by that Board.

Notification

5.(1) The appointment of an officer in one of the Cadet Forces shall 
be notified by the Secretary of State in the London Gazette, or in such 
other manner as may be set out in regulations made by the Defence 
Council.
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(2) An officer who receives a Cadet Forces commission in the form 
set out in Part 1 or 2 of Schedule 2 to this Warrant shall not be issued 
with a further commission on promotion, but such promotion when 
approved shall be notified by the Secretary of State in the London 
Gazette or in such other manner as may be set out in regulations 
made by the Defence Council.

SCHEDULE 2

Forms

Part 1

ELIZABETH THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other 
Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender 
of the Faith.

To Our Trusty and well beloved [insert name] Greeting!

We, reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty, 
Leadership and good Conduct, do by these Presents Appoint you to 
be an officer in the [insert name of corps or cadet force] from the [ ] 
day of [month] [year].

You are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge your voluntary 
duties as such in the rank of [insert rank] or in such other rank as We 
may from time to time hereafter be pleased to promote or appoint you 
to, and lead the officers, adult instructors and cadets placed under 
your authority and use your best endeavours to keep them in good 
order. And We do hereby direct them to respect your authority as 
their superior officer, and you to observe and follow such instructions 
as from time to time you shall receive from any superior officer, in 
pursuance of the Trust hereby reposed in you.

Given at Our Court at St. James’s the ……………..day of …………...in 
the …………..Year of Our Reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command.

Part 2

ELIZABETH THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other 
Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender 
of the Faith.

To Our Trusty and well beloved [insert name] Greeting!

We, reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty, Piety and 
good Conduct, do by these Presents Appoint you to be a Chaplain 
to the [insert name of corps or cadet force] from the [ ] day of [month] 
[year].

You are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge your voluntary 
duties as such in the rank of [insert rank] or in such other rank as We 
may from time to time hereafter be pleased to promote or appoint you 
to. And you are to observe and follow such instructions as from time 
to time you shall receive from any superior officer, in pursuance of the 
Trust hereby reposed in you.

Given at Our Court at St. James’s the ……………..day of …….. in the 
………………..Year of Our Reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command.

Part 3

ELIZABETH THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other 
Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender 
of the Faith.

To Our Trusty and well beloved [insert name] Greeting!

We, reposing Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty and good 
Conduct, do by these Presents Appoint you to the Honorary Rank of 
[insert rank] in the [insert name of corps or cadet force] from the [ ] 
day of [month] [year].

And We do hereby give and grant you full Power and Authority to 
have, hold, and enjoy your said Honorary Rank accordingly. And We 
do hereby direct the officers, adult instructors and cadets in [insert 
name of corps or cadet force] to acknowledge you as an Honorary 
[insert rank] as aforesaid.

Given at Our Court at St. James’s the ……………..day of ….. in the 
………………..Year of Our Reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command.

SCHEDULE 3

Amendment of Air Training Corps Warrant

1. The Schedule to Our Warrant dated 19th February 1990, which 
made provision with respect to commissioning of officers appointed 
to the Air Training Corps and the tenure of such commissions, is 
amended as follows—

“8. From the 1st November 2017, regulations 4 and 5 shall cease to 
have effect, save that—

(a) an officer appointed to the Corps before that date shall continue 
to hold a commission as an officer in the Training Branch of Our 
Air Force Volunteer Reserves and be governed by the regulations 
prescribed under regulation 4; and

(b) regulation 5 shall continue to apply to officers appointed to the 
Corps before that date.

9. The power to make Defence Council regulations may, subject to 
any direction of the Defence Council, be discharged by the Air Force 
Board.”
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