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By the King,

A PROCLAMATION,
GEORGE R.

“ T HEREAS by an A% of Parliament
smade in the Pirft Year of the Reign of
our Royel Predeceflor King Henry the Scventh,
{Inticuled, An A5 forfbewing the Penalty for Hune-
ing in the Night, or with Difguifing) reciting, That
forafmuch as before that Time divers Ordinances
and Statutes had been made in divers Paclia-
ments for the Punifhment of inordinate and un.
Tawful Huntings in ForeftsPatks, and Warrens,
within this Realm : Notwithftanding which Sta-
tutes and Ordinances, divers Perfons in great
Numbers, fome with painted Faces, fome with
Vifors, and otherwife difguifed, to the Intenc
they fhould not be known, riotoully, and in man-
ner of War arrayed, had oftentimes then of late
hunted as well by .Night as by Day, in divers
Vorefls, Parks, and Warrens, in divers Places of
this Realm, by Colour whercof had enfued great
and heinous Rebellions, Infurre&ions, Riots,
Robberies, Murders, and other Inconveniencies ;
awhich Offences, in certain Cafes in the faid A&
{pecified, are thereby declared to be Felony ; and
that if any Perfon or Perfons fhould thereafter be
‘Convi&t of any fuch Huatings with painted Faces,
Vifors, or otherwife difguifed, to the Intent they
fhould not be known, or of unlawful Hunting in
time of Night, that then the fame Perfon or Per-
{ons fo Convict, fhould have like Punifhment, as
ke or they fhould have, if he or they were Con-
vi& of Felony : And whereas we have received
Information upon Oath, that, in Defiance of the
A& before recited, and of feveral other Statutes
and the Laws of this Realm, which provide fe-

vere Punifhment for fuch Offenders, great Num.
bers of diforderly and ill-defigning Perfons, ha-
ving of late affociated themfelves under the Name
of Blacks, and being armed with Swords, Fircw
Arms, and other offenfive Weapons, to the greac
Terror of our Subje&ts within the Counties of
Berks and Southampton, and other Places, feves
ral of them in difguifed Habits, with their Faces
blacked, have entred into our Forefls, broke into
the Parks and inclofed Grounds of feveral of our
good Subjedts, and killed and carried away Deer,

fome belonging to ourfelves, and feveral to our .

faid Subje&ts; that fome of the faid Perfons bave
refcued, by open Force, Offenders from the Con-
ftables, into whofe Hands they have been com-
mitted by our Juftices of the Pecace, and have
frequently fent menacing Letters to Gentlemen,
Owners of Parks, and to their Keepers, demand-
ing Venifon and Money to be fent them to cert
tain Places therein appointed; and threatning, in
cafe of Pailure of Performance of their illegal
Demands, to murder the Perfons to whom they
fent fuch Letters, or to burn their Houfes, Barns,
and Hay-Stacks ; and that fome of them have ac-
tually aflaulted fuveral Perfons with the utmoit
Violence; thot at them in their Houfes, maimed
their Horfes and Cattle, broke down their Gates
and Fences, and cut down Avenues, Plantations,
and Heads of Fifh-Ponds, and robbed them of
the Fith: To the Intent therefore that a {peedy
and effe&ual Stop may be pug to all fuch outra-
gious Praftices, we have thought fir, by and with
the Advice of our Privy-Council, to ilue this
our Royal Proclamation, hereby ftriftly charg-
ing and commanding all our Officers and Mini-
fters whatfoever, and all other Perfons whom ic
may concern, to take Care, that the Laws againft
fuch illegal Praltices be put in Exegution with
the uemoft Rigour : And we do heréby Chargj
an
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