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Whiteball, September 13§,
COmnlaint having been made to His Majefty, by

great Numbers of Merchants, Mafters Qf

Ships, and oihers, as well as by the feveral
Governours of His Majefty’s lflands and Plantations
in the Well-Indies, that the Pirates are grown fo
numerous that they inteft not only the Seds near
Jamaica, butr even thofe of the Norchern Continent
of America; and thar unlefs fome effeétual Means
be ufed, the whole Tride from Great Britain to
thofe Parts will not only be obftruéted, but in im-
minent Danger or being loft : His Majefty has, upon
mature Deliberation in Council, been gracioundly plea-
fed, in the firft Place, to order a proper Force to
be employed for fupprefling the faid Piracies;
which Force fo to be employed is as follows:

¢ A Lift of His Majefty’s Skips’and Velfels employed,
¢ and to be employed, at the Britith Governments
¢ and Plantations in the Weft-Indies.

Place, Rate,  Ships,  Guns,
where, r 5 Adventure 40 Now there,
. Sailed from hence
Diamond 42 -{ tluther the sth et
laft Alonth.
Prepdring to carr,
Ludlow-Caflle 40 I tthmocmoul‘- y
Jamaica 4 sloop Swife 6  Nowithere.
Surveying the Confis
of the Welt Lovies,
and then to rewrn
home; buc dur.ng
. her being at Ja-
( 6 Winchelfea o maica, ig to jm
the others hor se-
cusity of the Trade,
and ~  intercepting
. \ the Pirates.
Barbados 5 Scarfbarough 30  Nuw there,
Leeward 6 Seaf rd 20
lands. Sl op Tryal ¢ | Now there,
6 Lyme 20 Now there,
Virginia 5 Shoreham 30  Orda’a home.
Sziled thither from
hence the 7th of
Pearl 40 latt Month, and is
to cruile about the
Capes,
NewYork 6 Plenix 20 Now there,
New- ] Squirrel 20  Now there,
Bogland Rile 20 . Orderd home,

¢ Thofe at Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward
€ Y{lands, are to join upon Occafion, for annoyin
¢ the Pirates, and the gecurity of the Trade: An
¢ thofe at New-England, Virginia, and New-York,
¢ are to do the like.

And that nothing may be wanting for the more
effeQually purting an End to the faid Piracies, His
Majefty has alfo becn gracioufly pleafed to iffu¢ the
following Proclamation. .

By the King,
A PROCLAMATION,

For Supprefling of PIRATES.
GEORGE R.

Hereas we bave received Information, that feve.
val Perfons, Subjets of Great Britain, have,
[fince the Twenty fourth Day of Fune, in the Year of oxr
Lord One thou[and Jeven bundred and fifieen, commits
ted divers Piracies and Robberies upon the high Seas in
fhe Weft-Indies, or adjoining to our Plantations, whith
hath and may occafiom grear Damage to the Merchants
of Great Brisain, and others, trading into thofe Partsg
and though we bave appointed fuch & Force as we judge
Jufficient for fuppreffing the faid Piraciesy yet the more
effectually to put an End to the fams, we have thought
fi¢t, by aud with the Advice of ounr Privy Council, to
{ffue this eur Royal Proclamarion ; and we do hereby proa
mife and declare, thet in cafe any of the faid Pirates

fhall, on or before the fifth Day of September, in the Year
of our Lord One thoufand [even bundred and -eighteen,
urrender him or themfelves to one of our Principal Sea
creraries of State sm Great Britain or Ireland, or to any
Gowvernour or Deputy Governoar of any of our Plantati=
ans or Dominions beyound the Seas, every fuch Pirate and
Pirates fo [urrendring him or themfelves, as aforefaid,
[ball bavve our gracious Pardon of and for fuch his or sheir
Piracy or Piracics, by him or them committed before the
fIth Day of Fanusry next enfuing. And we do herdby
firitly Charge and Command all our Admiralsy. Gapa
tains, and other ?ﬁceu as Sea, and all our Governours
and Commanders of any Forts, Caftles, or other Places
in our Plantations, and all other our Officers Civil and
Military, to feize and take fuch of the Pirates who fball
refufs or negletd to furrender themfelves accordingly. And
we do hevehy further declave, that in cafe any Perfon or
Perfons, anor after the fxth Day of September, One
thoufand feven bundred eighteen, fhall diftover or
[ ize, or caufeor procurve 1o be d.frovered or feized, any
one or more of the faid Pirates, fo negleling or refufing
to furrender themfelves, as aforefaid, foas they may be
brought to Juflice, and convitted of the [aid Offence,
[fuch Perfon or Perfons fo making fuch Diftovery or Sei
zture, or caufing or procuring fuch Diftovery or Seszure
to be made, (ball bave and reccive a5 4 Reward for
the fame, wiz for every Commander of auy Pirate Ship
or Peffel the Sumof One hundred Pounds ; for svery Lieus
tenaut, Mafler, Boatfwain, Carpenter, and Guuner, the
Sum of Ferty Potinds ; for ewery inferior Officer the Sum
of thirty Pounds 5 and for every Private Man the Sum
of ewenty Pounds. And z}[ any Perfon or Perfons belomging
to, and being Pare of the Crew of any fuch Pirate, Ship
or Veffsl, fhallon or after the faid fixth Day of September
Oue thoufond [ ven bumdrid and eighteen, foize and dea
liver, or caufe to be feized or delivered, any Commanda
er or Commanders of [uch Pirate Ship or Veflel, fo as
that he or they be brought to Fuftice, and convitted of
the [aid Offence, fuch Perfon or Perfons, as &4 Reward
for the fame, [ball veceive for every fuch Commander the
Sum of two hundred Pounds 3 which [aid Syms the Lurd
Treafurer, or the Commuffioners of our 1veafury for the
Time being, are bereby required and direcied to pay aca
cordingly.

Given at our Court at Hampton-Court,
the fifth Day of September, 1717, in
the fourth Year of our Reign.

God fave the Kipg.

And whereas it has alfo been regefe‘pted to His
Majefty, that in March, 1705-6, the Houfe of Lords
did in an Addrefs to Her late Majofty fet forth,
¢ That the French and Spaniards had twice, due
¢ ring that War, over-run and plundered the Ba-
¢ hama Hlands ; that there was no Form of Govern«
¢ ment there ; thatthe Harbour of the lfland of Pro-
¢ vidence might be eafily putin a Pofture of De+
¢ fence, and that it would be of dangerous Con-
# fequence fhould thofe Iflands fall into the Hands
¢ of an Enemy ; wherefore the Lords humbly be-
¢ fought her Majefty to ufe fuch Methods as fhe
¢ {hould think dproper, for taking the faid Iflands
¢ into her Hands, in order to fecure the fame to
¢ the Crown of this Kingdom, and to the Security
¢ and Advantage of the Trade thereof ; But that
there were not_any Means ufed, in Comphiance with
that Addrefs, for Tecuring the {aid Bahama Iflands;
and that at this Time cthe Pirates have a Lodge-
ment with a Battery. on Harbour-Ifland, one of the
Bakamas; as alfo that the ufual Retreat and gene-
ral Receptacle for Pirates is at Providence, the

| Principal of thofe Iflands : His Majefty has been fur-

ther gracioufly pleafed to give Direétions for dif-
lodging tho({ Y’lrates who have taken Shelter in
the faid Iflands, as well as for fecuring thofe Iflands,
and making Sectlements and & Fortification there,
for the Safety and Benefit of Trade and Naviga-
tion in thofe Seas for she future.

Viirna,



