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HONOURS AND AWARDS

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF
THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

St James’s Palace, London S W 1
3rd Apnil 1998

The QuUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve the following
awards of the George Medal and The Queen’s Gallantry Medal and
for the publication in The London Gazette of the names of those
shown below as having received an expression of Commendation
for Bravery

The George Medal
Robert John SEaMAN, Leading Firefighter, Avon Fire Brigade
For returning to a fiercely burming building to rescue a colleague

The Queen’s Gallantry Medal
Fleur LoMBARD, (deceased), Firefighter, Avon Fire Brigade

For persisting 1n carrymng out her tasks to assist m finding any
trapped shoppers despite the increasing seventy of the fire

On Sunday, 4th February 1996, the fire service were summoned to
a fire at a supermarket where the authorities feared that some
shoppers or staff had been trapped Two units arrived on the scene
and 1t was clear by the seriousness of the fire that further units would
be required

Two teams of firefighters wearing breathing apparatus were
mstructed to enter the premises after a report from a police constable
that people may be trapped inside Team one, consisting of
Firefighters LoMBARD and SEaMAN (now a Leading Firefighter),
were tasked to lay a guideline to help subsequent teams find their
way Team two, consisting of two firefighters, were tasked to take a
hosereel jet to suppress the fire as the teams progressed

Shortly after entering the smoke-filled supermarket the teams
became separated 1n the very poor visibiity Team two moved
directly ahead but met an obstruction Then due to the intensity of
the heat, this Team decided to evacuate and returned to the entry
pomnt Meanwhile Team one, after tying the guidehne at the entry
point, bravely continued with 1ts task, proceeding along the left wall
searching for trapped people, although within minutes the heat and
level of noise from exploding items had ncreased considerably It
was decided by the controller outside the burning building to

evacuate Team one Firefighter LOMBARD received the signal to
evacuate and passed this to Firefighter SEAMAN who was fixing the
guideline Both firefighters immedsately turned and started to retrace
their steps using the gmdeline They had almost reached the entry
point when a massive and unexpected flashover occurred Firefighter
SEAMAN was knocked off his feet and momentanly blacked out On
regaining consctousness he was disorientated and felt burning on his
neck, ears and wnsts He managed to pick himself up and make his
way to the entry point

Firefighter SEaMAN 1mmediately asked about Firefighter
LoMearD who had been with him in the Team which had continued
with 1ts task 1n the worsening conditions m the burning store On
being told that she was still inside, he then without hesitation
grabbed a hosereel and, despite the danger, re-entered the building
to search for her A colleague accompamed him and together they
located Firefighter LoMBARD As she was not moving they carned
her to the entry point Tragically, Firefighter LomBARD had suffered
the full impact of the flashover and lost her life

Evon Antonto BERRY (deceased), Civilian

For persisting 1n intervening to prevent the continued assauit on
the driver of a car by an armed man

Mr BErry and two fniends were returning home in the early hours
of the morning after a New Year’s Eve party when they saw a man
in a car being assaulted by others from outside the car With his
friends, Mr BERRY went to the assistance of the car dniver After one
of the friends had tried to intervene and had been hit in the face wath
the butt of a gun, Mr BERRY went forward to try and calm down the
assailant This did not work and Mr BERRY was also htt 1n the face
with the gun Despite this, Mr BERRY persisted 'n trying to calm
down the assailant Instead the assailant grabbed Mr BerRyY, put the
gun to his neck and shot om Mr BERRY staggered to the offices of
a nearby taxi firm but died a short while later The assailant fled the
scene but was arrested later by police

Wilham James ScuLLy
For saving ives during a coup

Mr ScuLLy was working 1 Freetown, Sierra Leone when there
was a2 mihitary coup 1n late May 1997 Being an ex-solider he assisted
High Commussion staff to assemble British and other nationals m a
hotel ready for evacuation
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The rebel forces then turned their fire on the hotel Mr ScuLLy,
along with a British military officer who headed a training team
attached to a battalion of the Nigenan army supporting the
Government, then re-deployed the forces at the hotel to secure a
more effective defence of the building During a fierce gun battle
lasting seven hours, when the hotel came under sustamed rocket and
rifie fire, Mr ScurLy with the authonty of the Bntish officer
frequently left sheltered positions to inflict damage upon the rebel
forces Mr ScuLLY’s actions were crucial in siowing down the rebel
advance, and allowed time for negotiations to take place through the
mediation of a second British Army officer These enabled for the
safe evacuation of some 800 civihans from the hotel

Queen’s Commendation for Bravery
Julia Vanessa Brown, Constable, Greater Manchester Police
For services in confronting and disarming a woman with a knife

Constable BRowN and two other colleagues were called to an
incident involving a2 woman who was drunk and 1n an agitated state,
and who was threatening (with a petrol can and matches in her hand)
to burn down her neighbours’ house Constable BRowN and her
colleagues restraned and managed to calm down the woman
Constable BRowN’s colleagues were then called to another mncident
leaving her with the woman (then calm and lying on the ground)

The woman became agitated again, got up and returned to her
house where she picked up a knife and threatened to kill herself
Constable BRowN managed to grab the woman’s wnist and force her
to let go of the kmfe The woman then ran into the kitchen and
picked up another knife, and walked into the rear garden As
Constable BRown followed, trying to persuade the woman to drop
the knife, the woman threatened the Constable, turned and stabbed
her Constable BRowN’s body armour took the force of the stnke
(though she suffered a fractured rib) and during the ensuing violent
struggle Constable BRown managed to force the woman to release
the kmfe The woman struggled free and ran back into her house
followed closely by Constable BRowN who wished to prevent
another attack At that stage Constable BRown was jomed by
further officers who assisted her in the arrest of the woman

Patrick Edward FoLey, Firefighter, Avon Fire Bnigade

For assisting 1n the rescue of a colleague who had collapsed 1n a
burning building

On Sunday, 4th February 1996, the fire service were summoned to
a fire at a supermarket Two units arrived on the scene and 1t was
clear by the senousness of the fire that further units would be
required Firefighter FoLey with a colleague were tasked to take a
hosereel jet to suppress the fire as another Team laid a guideline
They entered the burning store, but withdrew when the heat grew
intense The second Team remained 1n the butlding, until ordered to
evacuate by their control Atthat point, as the Team neared the entry
point, a massive and unexpected flashover occurred As the effects of
the flashover subsided 1t became clear that only one of the firefighters
had managed to make their way to the entry pomt Ths firefighter
immediately siezed a hosereel and re-entered the building to search
for his colleague Despite the nisks, Firefighter FOLEY followed him
and together they located the lost firefighter, and carned her to the
entry point

David Hurst, Civilian
For services 1n the rescue of a swimmer in rough seas

Mr HURST was swimmung in the sea off Borth, Aberystwyth when
he heard cries for help Bewng blind, he shouted to the person 1n
difficulty to keep shouting so he could swim towards the sound of the
voice Taking account of the wind direction, Mr HURST was able to
calculate that the person was some way further out to sea Despite
choppy seas and strong currents, and with only the man’s cries to
guide him, Mr HURST was able to locate the man and reassure him
Mr HURST then assisted the man, a surfer, back to shore where the
coastguard and other members of the public gave assistance

Alastair Gordon SOUTAR (deceased), Engineer, HM Customs
Cutter SENTINEL

For action during the arrest of suspected drug smugglers at sea

Mr SouTar was an Engineer on board Her Majesty’s Customs
Cutter SENTINEL, at sea off the Moray Firth, and a member of a
boarding party detailed to board a suspected drug smuggling vessel
There was a moderate sea running (sea and wind force 3 or 4) and
the boarding party were equipped with body armour and protective
splash down suits At first no-one appeared to be on the deck of the
suspect vessel, but as the Customs Cutter’s ngid inflatable boat
carrying Mr SOUTAR and his six colleagues got nearer to the moving
vessel (a converted Oakley class lifeboat) smoke was seen coming
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from the wheethouse This alerted the customs officers to the fact
that the suspects were probably trying to destroy evidence Mr
SouTar took the lead in boarding the target vessel, where he was
charged to work with a colleague to bring the moving vessel under
control Ashe opened one of the wheelhouse doors one suspect came
out and was detained Meanwhile the other suspect left the
wheelhouse through a door on the other side and, recognising that
the fire was becoming more Aerous, jumped overboard During
questioning the first suspect r@;aled that there were gas bottles at
the seat of the fire and that the vessel was 1n danger of exploding

The smuggler’s boat was at that stage moving under i1ts own power
with 1ts engine controls jammed Mr SoUTAR, with others m the
boarding party, decided to move the suspect towards the bow where
the smoke was least Because the inflatable was trying to rescue the
man who had jumped overboard, he also instructed a colleague to
call the Customs Cutter to come alongside to assist the boarding
party and the detained smuggler to leave the burning target vessel
Mr SouTARr then moved back down the port side and, despite the fire,
tried agamn to get into the burning wheelhouse, though he was
unsuccessful He then moved forward and positioned himself with a
colleague so that when the Customs Cutter came near he could throw
aline to them As the Cutter came alongside the moving boat, which
was then turning to port, the smuggler’s vessel veered 1nto 1its path
and the two boats collided forward of where Mr SouTar was
positioned This caused the Customs Cutter to ‘ride up’ over the
suspect vessel and Mr SoUuTAR, who had lost his balance and could
not move away, was crushed between the two boats Despite the
assistance of his colleagues, Mr SOUTAR died of his injuries after
being air lifted to hospital The smuggler’s vessel, despite continuing
to burn and suffer from an explosion, was eventually towed to port,
where a large quantity of drugs were discovered within the burnt
out vessel

From the moment he led the boarding party on to the burning
vessel until the time he received his fatal injuries, Mr SouTar’saction
were those of a man determined to fulfil his responsibilities and to
seek to extricate his colleagues (and thetr prisoner) from the danger
posed by the fire

Chrnistopher Charles WiLsoN, Constable, Nottinghamshire
Constabulary

For services 1n the arrest of three armed robbers

Constable WILSON was on patrol 1n a police vehicle when he was
informed of an armed robbery and instructed to make his way to the
scene On the way he spotted the suspects’ van and started to pursue
1t Duning the chase the van accelerated and decelerated and at one
point stopped, and then started to reverse towards Constable
WiLsoN’s vehicle The chase continued until the suspect van stopped,
blocking the road Three suspects alighted from the van One stood
in the middle of the road aiming a shotgun towards Constable
WILsoN who had stopped some 100 yards way and had been jomned
by two colleagues on motorcycles and one 1n a panda car The other
two suspects then transferred some bags to another van which was
parked n an adjacent lay-by AM three suspects then got into the
second van and drove off, with the suspect with the shotgun sitting
1n the back pomnting the gun out of the open tailgate at the pursuing
pohice officers

The pursuit continued at hugh speed, with Constable WiLsoN 1n
front followed by his colleagues, shortly after they were joined by an
armed response unit car As the suspect van approached a sharp
bend 1t was momentarly lost from Constable WILSON’S sight As
Constable WiLsoN turned the corner, he saw the van in the middle
of the road and an armed suspect running towards him This man
stopped, aimed a handgun directly at Constable WiLsoN and fired
two shots The first missed, but the second shot smashed the rear
passenger window of Constable WiLsoN’s vehicle Constable
WiLsoN immediately started to reverse, but was prevented from
moving far by a police motorcycle As the shots were fired, the police
motorcychist abandoned his motorcycle and joined Constable
WiLsoN

Shortly after the armed suspect returned to his van, which moved
away The pursut continued, this ttme with the armed response unit
car in front and Constable WILsON (and a motorcycle colleague, who
had got into hus car), belund After a further high speed chase the
suspects hyacked another car but crashed shortly after in a ditch
There one was arrested at the scene by the armed officers The other
two suspects ran into woods but were arrested a short time Jater

Andrew  John
Constabulary

WrigHT, Constable, Cambridgeshire

For services in attempting to arrest a man armed with a knife
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Constable WRIGHT and a colleague attended a house where a bail
offender had broken 1n and was believed to be on the premses
threatening a woman

On arnival at the scene the Constables spoke to the complainant
(a neighbour), and then entered the house and began searching
Finding nothing upstairs Constable WRIGHT took the lead in
searching the lounge, which was poorly it As Constable WRIGHT
looked behind the settee, 1n the darkest corner of the room, he saw an
object which he touched and reahsg-,.fflt was a person’s leg He twice
ordered the suspect to get up Without warning the suspect suddenly
Jumped up and lunged towards Constable WRIGHT holding a knife
in his hand Constable WRIGHT then drew his baton and stepped
back The suspect rushed forward and started a vicious attack on
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Constable WRIGHT and his colleague During thss attack the suspect
managed to overpower Constable WRIGHT’s colleague, who fell to
the floor and after being stabbed by the suspect, was unable to take
any further positive part Meanwhile Constable WRIGHT had been
forced from the room However, on hearing his colleague’s calls for
help Constable WRIGHT re-entered the lounge, to confront the armed
suspect again and to try and save his injured colleague He was
driven nto the kitchen, where he was also stabbed by the assailant

Finally the suspect stopped his attack and ran upstairs Constable
WRIGHT and his colleague were unable to follow due to their injuries
and staggered from the house The suspect was arrested a short while
later by other police officers after he had leapt from the first fioor of
the house
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