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needs of other water users. In particular, the larger volume of storage
available will enable releases to be made to the river during the
summer months to maintain river flows, so improving conditions at
this critical time.

As the reservoir has a small natural catchment that contributes to
the resources available, abstraction licences are also needed for the
abstraction into supply from the reservoir itself. The application to
vary licence No. 9/40/6/163s relates to the abstraction from the
reservoir by Southern Water Services Ltd. The Eastbourne Water
Company are making a separate but parallel application for a new
licence to abstract from the same reservoir to supply the area that
they serve. They are also seeking to vary their existing licence No.
10/41/120302 permitting abstraction from the Wallers Haven at
Boreham Bridge, so that the Darwell water can be used conjunctively
with this other source.

In addition, several applications for impoundment licences have
to be made to cover the main reservoir embankment and ancillary
works. These include the raising of river water levels slightly at
Robertsbridge to improve the hydraulic characteristics of the intake,
the construction of two small gauging weirs on the Darwell Stream
to measure flows downstream of the dam, and a small sub
impoundment within the main reservoir to retain water under
drawdown conditions.

Both companies are very conscious of the requirements of the
Water Act 1989 and the nced to conserve and enhance natural
beauty as part of schemes of this type. Comprehensive
environmental studies have been completed and an environmental
statement is being submitted to the local planning authority as part
of the application for planning permission for the scheme.

The licence applications are divided into three sections. First those
which are being applied for jointly by the two promoting companies;
these relate to the construction of the reservoir and the abstraction
of the water needed to fill it. Secondly, the application by Southern
Water Services Ltd. to increase abstraction for public supply is
described, and thirdly the applications by the Eastbourne Water
Company to abstract from the new reservoir and vary their licence
at Boreham Bridge are itemised.

Notice of application for new licences and to vary existing licences to
abstract and impound water

Notice is hereby given that an application is being made to the
National Rivers Authority, Southern Region, by Southern Water
Services Ltd., Lewes Road, Falmer, Brighton, East Sussex, and by
the Eastbourne Water Company, 14 Upperton Road, Eastbourne,
East Sussex, for a variation of an existing abstraction licence, and for
new licences to impound water as detailed in the following schedule:

Schedule Item 1

Variation to the existing licence No. 9/40/6/162 permitting
abstraction from the River Rother at Robertsbridge (Grid Ref. TQ
743240) to fill Darwell Reservoir.

The variation applied for is to increase the authorised quantities
to 28,000,000 cubic metres per annum, 125,000 cubic metres per day,
10,000 cubic metres per hour.

The abstraction would be subject to residual flows and maintained
flows in the River Rother as follows:

(a) From Ist October until the total volume abstracted exceeds
4,091,000 cubic metres: no abstraction would take place to
reduce the flow measured at a weir at Robertsbridge (Grid Ref.
TQ 743240) to less than 4,546 cubic metres per day.

(b) From Ist October to 31st March when the total volume
abstracted in exceeds 4,091,000 cubic metres: no abstraction
would take place to reduce the flow measured at a weir at Udiam
(Grid Ref. TQ 773245) to less than 13,200 cubic metres per day.

{c) From st April to 30th September: no abstraction would take
place to reduce the flow measured at a weir at Udiam (Grid Ref.
TQ 77324S) to less than 26,400 cubic metres per day. In
addition, releases will be made from the reservoir to ensure that
the flow at Udiam shall not be less than 26,400 cubic metres per
day.

The licence would also be changed to a combined licence
(impound and abstract) to allow the reconstruction of the mesuring
weir at Robertsbridge to impound water at the intake, raising water
levels in the channel by 0.3 metres.

Schedule Item 2

Application for a licence to impound water at Darwell Reservoir,
to complement the powers granted under the Hastings Corporation
(General powers) Act 1937.
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The licence applied for is to impound the Darwell Stream at
Tunstall Farm (Grid Ref. TQ 722213) for the purpose of abstracting
water for public supply. The reservoir overflow level is to be raised
13.2 metres to 53.3 metres AOD, and this will provide a total storage
volume of 20,700 millitres.

Schedule Item 3

Application for a licence to obstruct the Darwell Stream for the
purpose of measuring flows (upstream site).

The licence applied for is to obstruct the Darwell Stream
downstream of Coal Bridge (Grid Ref. TQ 724215) for the purpose
ofconstructing a gauging weir that will allow stream flows to be
measured.

Schedule Item 4

Application for a licence to obstruct the Darwell Stream for the
purpose of measuring flows (downstream site).

The licence applied for is to obstruct the Darwell Stream at a point
north of Bottonhold Wood (Grid Ref. TQ 728217) for the purpose
of constructing a gauging weir that will allow stream flows to be
measured.

Schedule Item 5

Application for a licence to construct a small impoundment within
the larger Darwell Reservoir to retain water levels in an
environmental protection area under drawdown conditions.

The licence applied for is to impound a side tributary of the
Darwell Stream known as Hogtrough Shaw at a point within the
enlarged reservoir at Grid Ref. TQ 715203. Water level in the
impoundment would be retained at 53.0 metres AOD when the main
reiservoir was drawn down to encourage the growth of aquatic
plants.

A copy of each application and of any map, plans or other
documents submitted with them may be inspected, free of charge, at
the offices of Rother District Council, The Watch Oak, Battle, East
Sussex TN33 OLN, at all reasonable hours during the period
beginning on 26th August 1991, and ending on 22nd September
1991.

Any person who wishes to make representations about any of the
applications should do so in writing to the Resources Manager,
National Rivers Authority, Guildbourne House, Chatsworth Road,
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 LD, before the end of the said period.

K. Tozzi, (Divisional Director), on behalf of Southern Water

Services Ltd.
N. G. A. Cole (Company Secretary), Eastbourne Water
Company.
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NATIONAL RIVERS AUTHORITY—SOUTHERN REGION

Notice of application to vary a licence to abstract water

Notice is hereby given that an application is being made to the
National Rivers Authority, Southern Region by Southern Water
Services Ltd., Lewes Road, Falmer, Brighton, East Sussex, to vary
licence No. 9/40/6/163/s which permits the abstraction of water from
Darwell Reservoir for public water supply.

The variation applied for is to increase the authorised quantities
to 12,000,000 cubic metres per annum, 51,000 cubic metres per day,
2,500 cubic metres per hour. Abstraction would be from a new valve
tower to be constructed at Grid Ref. TQ 718212 as part of the
reservoir enlargement works.

The water abstracted would be conveyed to Brede and Beauport
water treatment works via existing pipelines and used for public
water supply.

A copy of the application and of any map, plan or other document
submitted with it may be inspected, free of charge, at the offices of
Rother District Council, The Watch Oak, Battle, East Sussex
TN330LN, at all reasonable hours during the period beginning on
26th August and ending on 22nd September 1991.

Any person who wishes to make representations about the
application should do so in writing to the Resources Manager,
National Rivers Authority, Guildbourne House, Chatsworth Road,
Worthing, West Sussex BN11 1LD, before the end of the said period.

K. Tozzi (Divisional Director), on behalf of Southern Water
Services Ltd.

23rd August 1991. (726)



