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the area of the Darwin and Goose Green settlements on the Island
of East Falkland. The enemy were thought to be entrenched in
battalion strength. In the event, their numbers were far greater
and fierce fighting ensued all day.

Private fllingsworth was a member of 5 Platoon, which was
the depth platoon in B Company's advance. At one point the
advance came under heavy and accurate enemy fire, and OC B
Company attacked the enemy position with his leading platoons,
leaving 5 Platoon to provide covering fire. Dawn was growing
stronger and it became clear that 5 Platoon was in fact exposed
on a long forward slope without protection and very vulnerable
to increasingly heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire. Its position
became untenable and it was ordered to withdraw back over the
crest. It was during this manoeuvre that one of their number was
hit in the back.

Private Illingsworth, who had already reached comparative
safety himself, immediately rushed forward in full view and fire
of the enemy, accompanied by another soldier, to help their
wounded comrade. In an effort to locate the wound they removed
his weapon and webbing equipment, and having administered First
Aid, dragged the soldier back over the crest line, despite a hail
of enemy fire which miraculously missed them. Once in a position
of safety, Private Illingsworth continued to tend the injured man's
wounds.

The fire fight continued intensively, and 5 Platoon began to
run short of ammunition. Remembering that he had left the web-
bing equipment, with ammunition in it, lying on the exposed for-
ward slope, Private Illingsworth decided to go forward alone to
collect it. Disregarding the enemy fire, which was still extremely
heavy he broke cover and advanced once again down the/orward
slope. As he did so he was killed.

In these two acts of supreme courage Private Illingsworth
showed a complete disregard for his own safety, and a total dedica-
tion to others. While his action in coming to the help of a wounded
soldier may have been almost instinctive on seeing the plight of
a comrade, his move forward to collect much needed ammunition
for his beleagured platoon was a display of coolly-calculated
courage and heroism of the very highest order.

24549305 Guardsman James Boyle Curran REYNOLDS, Scots
Guards.
On the night of 13th/14th June 1982, on the Island of East

Falkland, the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards attacked well entrenched
enemy positions on the craggy ridge feature of Tumbledown
Mountain, seven kilometres to the west of Port Stanley.

During the attack, Guardsman Reynolds' Platoon came under
fire from a group of enemy snipers. His Platoon Sergeant was
killed instantly. A confused situation developed and his Section
became separated. Guardsman Reynolds immediately took com-
mand. Having located the enemy snipers he silenced several of
them himself.

That done and showing a complete disregard for his own safety,
he moved forward to render first aid to a wounded comrade. He
himself was wounded in the hand by enemy sniper fire, but con-
tinued to aid his colleague. Whilst doing so, he was killed by enemy
mortar fire.

Distinguished Conduct Medal

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve the award of
the Distinguished Conduct Medal to the undermentioned in recog-
nition of distinguished conduct and bravery during the operations
in the South Atlantic:

24355246 Corporal David ABOLS, The Parachute Regiment
During the early hours of 28th May 1982 the 2nd Battalion

The Parachute Regiment were ordered to attack enemy positions
in the area of Port Darwin on the island of East Falkland. The
enemy were well entrenched in strength and fierce fighting ensued
all day.

In the heat of the battle Corporal Abols dashed through enemy
fire to drag a wounded comrade to safety. When another Corporal
was wounded he again crossed an exposed forward slope to rescue
him.

Later, well to the fore, he destroyed an enemy position which
resulted in effective enemy resistance being ended in that area.
His actions throughout showed extreme courage.

23951692 Staff Sergeant Brian FAULKNER, The Parachute
Regiment
Colour Sergeant Faulkner, as the Regimental Aid Post Colour

Sergeant during the attack by 3rd Battalion The Parachute Regi-
ment on Mount Longdon on the night llth/12th June, performed
throughout with the utmost dedication and bravery in extreme
conditions of weather and under constant, accurate artillery and
mortar bombardment. He never faltered, setting a magnificent per-
sonal example of courage and competence, that was well beyond

anything that could reasonably be expected. One burst of shellfire
left him concussed, but he swiftly returned to his duties. One
minute he could be seen consoling young soldiers, severely dis-
tressed by the experience of losing their comrades, and by the
sight of terrible wounds, and then yet again he would be busy
with his prime duty of tending for the casualties themselves. His
personal coolness and bravery did much to calm those around
him. Twice under alarm of counter attack, he forcefully rallied
the Regimental Aid Post, Stretcher Bearers and those passing
through the area, to form a defensive perimeter, and these actions
typified his constant alertness to the tactical situation which over-
laid his specialist responsibilities. Once he himself led a counter
attack up the ridge, to an area where he knew soldiers had been
killed.

Colour Sergeant Faulkner's gallantry and example on this night,
and in the subsequent two days of bombardment on Mount Long-
don, were in the highest tradition of the Army, and were typical
of his consistently brave and outstanding performance throughout
the operation.

24103698 Sergeant John Clifford MEREDITH, The Parachute
Regiment
Sergeant Meredith was a Platoon Sergeant in D Company 2nd

Battalion The Parachute Regiment during the 24 days of the Falk-
land Islands campaign. He was a dedicated and devoted leader,
encouraging and steadying the younger soldiers under fire and
inspiring the Platoon by his personal example. In the battle for
Port Darwin and Goose Green on 28th/29th May 1982, during the
later stages of a long and demanding day, his Platoon Commander
was killed while advancing on an enemy position which it was
assumed had surrendered. Five men, including one wounded, sur-
vived in the Platoon Commander's party but were in a perilous
and exposed position. With conspicuous gallantry and presence
of mind, Sergeant Meredith rapidly assumed command of the Pla-
toon, organised covering fire for the trapped men and stabilised
the situation. He then personally took a machine gun and moved
forward under heavy enemy fire to where he could neutralise the
remainder of the enemy and give directions to extricate the trapped
men. Subsequently the Platoon under his direction captured the
enemy position. Later in the campaign, with a new and inexper-
ienced Platoon Commander, he again showed conspicuous bra-
very, professionalism and leadership at the battle for Wireless
Ridge on the night of 13th/14th June 1982. At a critical moment,
when the Platoon's assault on this 1000 metre long ridge looked
as if it might flounder, he moved forward to assist his Platoon
Commander in leading the Platoon forward in the face of heavy
machine gun fire. These two incidents typify Sergeant Meredith's
outstanding skill and gallantry throughout the campaign which
were in the very highest tradition of the Parachute Regiment.

23867615 Warrant Officer Class 2 William NICOL, Scots
Guards.
WO2 Nicol was the CSM of Left Flank, 2nd Battalion Scots

Guards throughout the campaign in the Falkland Islands. During
this time he maintained exemplary standards of personal courage
and leadership which inspired similar standards in all members
of his company. Three particular occasions stand out: On 6th June,
after a 6 hour sea voyage at night in open boats in which most
men were completely soaked, the Battalion was ordered to occupy
defensive positions on high ground in freezing rain and sleet. Due
to CSM Nicol's efforts, although a number of exposure casualties
were taken in other companies, none occurred in Left Flank.

On 8th June some 12 enemy aircraft involved in an attack on
shipping at Fitzroy flew in three sorties at low level over the Com-
pany's position at Bluff Cove. No warning of the enemy aircraft
was received but, despite this CSM Nicol so rapidly and skilfully
organised and controlled his company in firing rifles and machine
guns, moving from sangar to sangar with no thought for his own
safety, that 2 or 3 enemy aircraft were brought down by the Batta-
lion.

On 14th June at Tumbledown Mountain, his company were
ordered to take a strong enemy position as part of a Battalion
night attack.

After the initial assault, the company came under constant and
devastating machine gun and sniper fire. One of the platoon ser-
geants was wounded, and CSM Nicol went forward under accurate
sniper fire to rescue him. Wounded in the hand while doing so,
he continued to tend the dying sergeant.

He remained cool and calm under heavy fire encouraging and
exhorting his men and, at the same time, advising one of the young
platoon commanders how to defeat a seemingly impregnable
enemy position.

He remained unperturbed by the weight of enemy small arms,
artillery and mortar fire thus instilling great confidence in men
who might well have been frightened. He refused to be evacuated
himself, until all the other casualties in the company (26 in all)


