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The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve the post-
humous award of the George Medal t

23913522 Sergeant David John GARSIDE, 10th (Vol-
unteer) Battalion, The Parachute Regiment,

On 11th July 1979, during recruit cadre training at
Sennybridge, Sergeant Garsnde, a Territorial Army Senior
Non-Commissioned Officer in the 10th (Volunteer) Battalion
The Parachute Regiment, was supervising live grenade
throwing.

During the live grenade throwing an incident took place
when a recruit, in the act of preparing to throw a live
grenade, allowed the striker level to spring off prematurely,
and at the same time appeared to freeze with the grenade
in his hand.

At this point Sergeant Garside acting with total disregard
for his own safety and with great resource, took preventive
action to move the recruit to safety whilst at the same time
endeavouring to get him to either throw the gremade or
drop it. It was in the course of this action, whilst Sergeant
Garside was pushing the recruit to safety, that the grenade
dropped to the ground and exploded underneath Sergeant
Garside. As a result of the explosion Sergeant Garside
sustained fatal injuries and the recruit received superficial
injuries.

It is clear that Sergeant Gars1de acted with great coolness
and presence of mind, and with complete disregard for his
own safety, and in so doing gave his life saving the life
of a recruit. His act was one of great bravery, sacrifice
and coolness.
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