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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE
ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

ST. JAMES'S PALACE, LONDON s.w.i.

THE QUEEN has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the following awards of the George Cross,
the George Medal and the Queen's Gallantry Medal
and for die publication in the London Gazette of the
names of those specially shown below as having
received an expression of Commendation for Brave
Conduct.

(To be dated 5th July 1974)

James Wallace
Police.

George Cross
BEATON, Inspector, Metropolitan

Awarded the George Medal
Michael John HILLS, Constable, Metropolitan Police.
Ronald George RUSSELL, Area Manager, Exclusive

Office Cleaning, London E.2.

Awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal
Alexander CALLENDER, Chauffeur, Royal House-

hold.
Peter Roy EDMONDS, Constable, Metropolitan

Police.
John Brian McCONNELL, Freelance Journalist,

Dulwich Village, London S.E.21.

Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct
Glenmore Thomas Walter MARTIN, Chauffeur,

Lydney, Gloucestershire.

At about 8 p.m. on 20th March 1974, Her Royal
Highness The Princess Anne and Captain Mark
Phillips were returning to Buckingham Palace from an

official engagement. Their car was being driven by
Mr. Callender and they were accompanied by Princess
Anne's personal Police Officer, Inspector Beaton, and
her Lady-in-Waiting.

As the Royal car approached the junction of the Mall
with Marlborough Road, a white car swerved in front
of it, causing Mr. Calender to stop suddenly. Leaving
the vehicle, the driver went to the Royal car and
Inspector Beaton, who was seated in the front passenger
seat, got out to see what was wrong. As Inspector
Beaton approached, the man pointed a revolver at
him and fired, wounding him in the shoulder. Despite
his wound the Inspector drew his pistol and fired at
the man, but the shot missed. He was unable to fire
again as his gun jammed, and as he moved to the
nearside of the car and tried to clear the stoppage
the gunman told him to drop his weapon, or he would
shoot Princess Anne. As he was unable to clear the
weapon the officer placed it on the ground. The gun-
man was trying to open the rear offside door of the
Royal car and was demanding that Princess Anne
went with him, but Princess Anne and Captain Phillips
were struggling to keep the door closed. As soon as the
Lady-in-Waiting left by the rear nearside door
Inspector Beaton entered the same way, and leant
across to shield Princess Anne with his body. Captain
Phillips managed to close the door and the Inspector,
seeing that the man was about to fire into the back
of the car, put his hand up to the window directly in
the line of fire to absorb the impact of the bullet. The
gunman fired, shattering the window, and the officer
was wounded in the right hand by the bullet and by
broken glass. Despite his wounds the Inspector asked
Captain Phillips to release his grip on the door so
that he might kick it open violently to throw the man
off balance. However, before he could do so, the
man opened the door and fired at the officer again,
wounding him in the stomach. The Inspector fell
from the offside door and collapsed unconscious at the
gunman's feet.


