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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE
ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

ST. JAMES'S PALACE, LONDON s.w.i.

THE QUEEN has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the following awards of the George Cross,
the George Medal and the Queen's Gallantry Medal
and for die publication in the London Gazette of the
names of those specially shown below as having
received an expression of Commendation for Brave
Conduct.

(To be dated 5th July 1974)

James Wallace
Police.

George Cross
BEATON, Inspector, Metropolitan

Awarded the George Medal
Michael John HILLS, Constable, Metropolitan Police.
Ronald George RUSSELL, Area Manager, Exclusive

Office Cleaning, London E.2.

Awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal
Alexander CALLENDER, Chauffeur, Royal House-

hold.
Peter Roy EDMONDS, Constable, Metropolitan

Police.
John Brian McCONNELL, Freelance Journalist,

Dulwich Village, London S.E.21.

Queen's Commendation for Brave Conduct
Glenmore Thomas Walter MARTIN, Chauffeur,

Lydney, Gloucestershire.

At about 8 p.m. on 20th March 1974, Her Royal
Highness The Princess Anne and Captain Mark
Phillips were returning to Buckingham Palace from an

official engagement. Their car was being driven by
Mr. Callender and they were accompanied by Princess
Anne's personal Police Officer, Inspector Beaton, and
her Lady-in-Waiting.

As the Royal car approached the junction of the Mall
with Marlborough Road, a white car swerved in front
of it, causing Mr. Calender to stop suddenly. Leaving
the vehicle, the driver went to the Royal car and
Inspector Beaton, who was seated in the front passenger
seat, got out to see what was wrong. As Inspector
Beaton approached, the man pointed a revolver at
him and fired, wounding him in the shoulder. Despite
his wound the Inspector drew his pistol and fired at
the man, but the shot missed. He was unable to fire
again as his gun jammed, and as he moved to the
nearside of the car and tried to clear the stoppage
the gunman told him to drop his weapon, or he would
shoot Princess Anne. As he was unable to clear the
weapon the officer placed it on the ground. The gun-
man was trying to open the rear offside door of the
Royal car and was demanding that Princess Anne
went with him, but Princess Anne and Captain Phillips
were struggling to keep the door closed. As soon as the
Lady-in-Waiting left by the rear nearside door
Inspector Beaton entered the same way, and leant
across to shield Princess Anne with his body. Captain
Phillips managed to close the door and the Inspector,
seeing that the man was about to fire into the back
of the car, put his hand up to the window directly in
the line of fire to absorb the impact of the bullet. The
gunman fired, shattering the window, and the officer
was wounded in the right hand by the bullet and by
broken glass. Despite his wounds the Inspector asked
Captain Phillips to release his grip on the door so
that he might kick it open violently to throw the man
off balance. However, before he could do so, the
man opened the door and fired at the officer again,
wounding him in the stomach. The Inspector fell
from the offside door and collapsed unconscious at the
gunman's feet.
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Mr. Callender meanwhile had tried to get out of
the car, but the gunman had put the pistol to his head
and told him not to move. Undeterred, he got out of
the car at the first opportunity and grabbed the man's
arm in an attempt to remove the gun. Although the
gunman threatened to shoot him, Mr. Callender clung
to the man's arm until he was shot in the chest.

Mr. McConnell was travelling in a taxi along the
Mall when he heard shots. As a Royal car appeared
to be involved, he stopped the taxi and ran back to
the scene, where he found the gunman shouting at the
occupants of the car. Seeing the gun in the man's hand,
Mr. McConnell went up to him in a placatory manner
and asked him to hand over the gun. The man told
him to get back, but when Mr. McConnell continued
to approach he took aim and fired, wounding him in the
chest. Mr. McConnell staggered away and collapsed.

Constable Hills was on duty at St. James's Palace
when he heard a noise and saw the cars stationary in
the Mall. Thinking there had been an accident, he
reported by personal radio and went to the scene. He
saw a man trying to pull someone from the back of the
car and touched his arm, whereupon the man spun
round, moved a few feet away and pointed the gun
at the officer. As Constable Hills moved forward to
take the gun, the gunman shot him in the stomach
and returned to the rear of the car. The officer stag-
gered away and, using his personal radio, sent a clear
and_ concise message to Cannon Row Police Station
reporting the gravity of the situation and calling for
assistance. As he walked round the back of the car
he saw Inspector Beaton's discarded gun, and picking
it up returned to the offside of the vehicle intending to
shoot the gunman. However, he felt very faint and did
not use the weapon as he could not be sure of his aim.
He was assisted to the side of the road where he
collapsed.

Mr. Martin was also driving along the Mall and
when he saw the situation, he drove his motor car in
front of the gunman's car to prevent any possible
escape. He then went to the Royal car to render
assistance, but the gunman pushed a gun in his ribs.
At this point Constable Hills intervened and was shot
and it was Mr. Martin who assisted him to the side
of the road.

Mr. Russell was driving along the Mall when he
saw the gunman attempting to open the door of the
Royal car. He stopped and as he ran back he heard
shots. Arriving at the car, he saw the man with the
gun_ in his hand and Police Constable Hills being
assisted to the side of the road. Regardless of the
obvious danger, and seeing that the gunman was hold-
ing Princess Anne by the forearm and trying to wrest
her from the car, Mr. Russell ran up and punched
him on the back of the head. The man immediately
turned and fired at him, but fortunately the shot missed.
Mr. Russell then tried to get Constable Hills'
truncheon, but hearing more commotion he returned to
the Royal car from which the gunman was still trying
to drag Princess Anne with one hand, while pointing
a gun at her with the other and threatening to shoot
if she refused to come. While maintaining her refusal,
Princess Anne managed to delay the gunman and to
distract his attention by engaging him in conversation.
Captain Phillips kept his arm firmly round her waist
and was trying to pull her back into the car. Mr.
Russell now ran around to the other side of the car,
and saw that Princess Anne had broken free from the
gunman and was about to leave by the nearside door.
She was almost out of the car when the gunman came

up behind Mr. Russell and once again tried to reach
Princess Anne. Captain Phillips promptly pulled her
back into the car and Mr. Russell punched the man
on the face. At this point other police officers began
to arrive in response to Constable Hills' call for
assistance and the gunman ran off.

Constable Edmonds was one of the first police
pfficers on the scene, and he saw the gunman running
away with the gun still in his hand. Without hesitating
the Constable gave chase shouting to the gunman
to stop, but the man continued to run and pointed
the gun directly at the officer. Completely undeterred,
the Constable charged the man and knocked him to
the ground. Other police officers who had also given
chase immediately threw themselves on the man and
disarmed him.

The wounded men were all taken to hospital, where
bullets were removed from Inspector Beaton, Mr.
Callender and Mr. McConnell. Constable Hills
received treatment for his wound, but no attempt has
been made to remove the bullet from his liver.

All the individuals involved in the kidnap attempt
on Princess Anne displayed outstanding courage and
a complete disregard for their personal safety when
they each faced this dangerous armed man who did
not hesitate to use his weapons. It is entirely due to
their actions—as well as to the calmness, bravery and
presence of mind shown both by Princess Anne and by
Captain Mark Phillips in circumstances of great peril—
that the attack was unsuccessful.

Awarded the George Medal

Henry George James BAKER, Borough Security
Officer, London Borough of Enfield.

Awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal

Wilfred Frank TOWNSEND, Security Officer, London
Borough of Enfield.
At 4.45 p.m. on 1st June 1973, a security van driven

by Mr. Townsend arrived at the rear of Enfield Town
Hall to deliver cash. Mr. Townsend was accompanied
by two cashiers and was escorted by Mr. Baker, who
was driving his own car.

On arrival Mr. Baker and Mr. Townsend checked
the safety of the immediate area and, seeing nothing
suspicious, signalled that the money could be passed
through the security hatch of the van. A cashier took
the money and was entering the Chief Cashier's Office
with Mr. Townsend when three or four masked men
brandishing firearms ran up to them. One man pointed
a revolver at Mr. Townsend, demanded the money and
then fired twice. The cashier, who was fortunately
unhurt, rushed to safety inside the building with the
cash. Mr. Townsend was unhurt at this stage although
one of the shots had torn a hole in his trousers. With-
out hesitation he rammed his truncheon into the
raider's stomach and forced the gun into the air ; after
a brief struggle the man ran off, with Mr. Townsend
in pursuit. One of the raiders turned and fired a shot-
gun, wounding Mr. Townsend in the right leg and in
the right thumb, but he continued to give chase.

Meanwhile Mr. Baker, who had been a short dis-
tance behind his colleague, tried to prevent the escape
of the raiders. Despite die danger he rushed at the gun-
man with whom Mr. Townsend had been struggling.
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He pushed the revolver upwards and grappled with
the man who broke free and ran off, closely followed
by Mr. Baker who made two further attempts to
detain him. After a third attempt the robber broke
away, aimed the revolver at Mr. Baker and threatened
to shoot him, but Mr. Baker ignored the threat and
tripped the man with his foot, causing him to fall. Mr.
Baker then threw himself on top of the man and tried
to take away the gun. During the course of the struggle
the man pointed the gun at Mr. Baker's head and
threatened to shoot, but undaunted Mr. Baker grabbed
the gunman's hair, banged his head on the ground,
while at the same time wresting the revolver from his
grasp. The man continued to struggle violently, but
Mr. Baker managed to hold him down.

As they fought the gunman shouted for help, and
one of his confederates fired a shotgun two or three
times at Mr. Baker from close range. Mr. Baker was
injured in the foot, but the man he was holding
received the full force of the blast and was seriously
injured in the groin. The accomplice then dropped
the shotgun and made good his escape. Shortly after-
wards the police arrived and arrested the gunman,
whose accomplices have not been found. Mr. Baker
and Mr. Townsend were both taken to hospital where
their wounds were treated and Mr. Baker was detained
there for four days before being discharged.

Mr. Baker and Mr. Townsend both displayed gal-
lantry of a very high order when they tackled this gang
of extremely dangerous armed robbers and detained
one of the criminals.

Awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal

Phillip Henry CLAY, Captain, Ansett Airlines,
Queensland.

David Maxwell JEFFRIES, First Officer, Ansett Air-
lines, Queensland.
Captain Clay volunteered to fly a helicopter to

rescue a man clinging to an upturned boat and to
recover the body of another man seen floating one
mile further south. One of the two crewmen who
accompanied him was Mr. Jeffries. The weather at
the time was stormy with strong winds and very rough
seas.

Captain Clay located the upturned boat and despite
the adverse flying conditions manoeuvred the helicopter
to a position which enabled Mr. Jeffries to climb down
the lowered helicopter steps and lift the man, who had
been in the water for 27 hours and was completely
helpless, out of the water. With the help of the other
crewman they were able to lift the man into the heli-
copter. The seas were so rough that the man being
rescued was submerged two or three times during the
attempt, and it was with great difficulty that Mr.
Jeffries managed to keep a hold on the steps with
one hand and the man with the other.

The helicopter then proceeded to the drowned man,
but because of the rough weather it was impossible
to recover the body.

During the entire operation Captain Clay and Mr.
Jeffries displayed exceptional skill, determination and
courage of the highest order without regard for the
danger to their own lives.
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