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The QuEEN has been graciously pleased to approve
fhl}:— award of the George Medal to the under-
mentioned :

R4164067 Flight Sergeant Johm REEgsoN, Royal Air
Force. -

Sergeant (now Flight Sergeant) Reeson, a winch-
man of No. 202 Squadron, Leconfield, was a member
of the crew of a search and rescue helicopter called
to the assistance of the British Petroleum Company’s
oil drilling rig, ©Sea Gem,” which had collapsed in
heavy seas fonty miles off the Lincolnshire coast on
27th December 1965. The air temperature at the
time was below freezing, with gale-force winds and
heavy seas with waves up to twenty feet :lx;gh A
thick layer of oil covered the sea, the surface of
which was strewn with debris. On arrival in the
area three survivors were seen by the crew of the
helicepter and Sergeant Reeson was immediately
lowered to one of them. Despite the .appalling con-
ditions and the struggles of the survivor, the Sergeant
managed to secure hid¥.tp the winch hook and to-
gether they were lifted %o the helicopter. Whilst the
helicopter then hovered over a nearby ship, both
were lowered to the deck. At the time the ship
was hove-to and pitching wildly and, during the
latter part of the descent, Sergeant Reeson was
struck on the head whilst protecting the survivor
from ‘the ship’s rigging. When winched back to the
helicopter the Sergeant was in @ state of exhaustion
and had syallowed both sea water and gil, but, despite
his condition, he insisted on being lowered to the
segond survivor. After a prolonged struggle, and
with mounting fatigue, he mamaged to secure the
second survivor and, partially supporting him with
his legs, they were winched up to the ‘helicopter,
taken to the nearby ship and lowered to the deck.
When he returned to the helicopter after this second
rescue, Sergeant Reeson was in a state of collapse
and ‘the navigator insisted on taking his place for the
rescue of the third survivor. Despite his state of
exhaystion, the Sergeant continued to take part in
the rescue by manning the winch control and, by
his commentary, guided the pilot during the pro-
longed operation. During the return flight to base,
although in pain himself and sick from swallowing
oil and sea water, Sergeant Reeson helped to give
first aid and artificial respiration to the third survivor,
continuing to do so until the rescued man was taken
over by a dootor. In the prevailing circumstances
Sergeant Reeson ‘would have known immediately that
any rescue attempt necessitating a descent into the

water would seriously endanger his life. His total
disregard of the hazards confronting him during both
rescues and particularly during the second, when he
was himself injured and nearing exhaustion, was an
act of the greatest valour. His exploit stands out
as one of the most courageous and determined rescues
carried out by Coastal Command in recent years.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Whitehall, London S.W.1.
3rd May 1966.

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards:

Air Force Cross

Flight Licutenant John Raymond HiLL (4030995),

Royal Air Force.

Flight Lieutenant Hill of No. 202 Squadron,
Leconfield, was navigator of the helicopter called to
the assistance of the British Petroleum Company’s
oil drilling rig, “ Sea Gem,” which had collapsed in
heavy seas forty miles off the Lincolnshire coast on
27h December 1965. On arrival at the scene the
hellicopter crew saw three survivors amongst the debris
and wreckage, and by his commentry, Flight
Lieutenant Hill guided the pilot whilst the winchman
made two difficult rescues from the sea. On com-
pletion of the second rescue ithe winchman was so
exhausted, injured and unfit to make a third descent,
that Flight Lieutenant Hill instantly volunteered to
take his place for the third rescue attempt. He did
this with complete disregard for his own safety, well
knowing the appalling conditions and risk involved.
The thind survivor was heavily built and in too
exhausted a condition to assist in his own rescue.
He was entangled in floating debris and his life
jacket hampered the rescue operation. Flight
Lieutenant Hill struggled to secure the drowning
man whilst icy seas broke over them and the presence
of ol made a firm grasp impossible. He was able
to secure the survivor only partially to the winch
hook before they were both recovered to the heli-
copter. In the process of being lifted, he retained
the heavy man om the winch hook by his own
strength although still entangled in debris. During
the return flight to base, despite intense fatigue,
Flight Lieutenant Hill not only navigated the air-
craft but also helped to administer first aid to the
rescued man. Having witnessed the manmer in which
the winchman became injured and exhausted during
two hazardous descents into the water, and being un-
familiar with the task, Flight Lieutenant Hill was
under no ‘ilusions as to the difficulties facing him
when he decided to undertake the rescue of the



