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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF
THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

St. James's Palace, London S.W.I.
10th May 1960.

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the undermentioned appointments to
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire,
for the following awards of the George Medal
and the British Empire Medal and for the
publication in the London Gazette of the names
of those specially shown below as having received
an expression of Commendation.

To be an Additional Member of the Civil
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, for Gallantry :

Charles Ronald Wilson, Air Traffic Control
Officer, Birmingham Airport. (Ross-on-Wye.)

Early one morning a fire broke out in a
country house near Ross-on-Wye. Mr. Wilson
ran to the house and was informed that the
occupant, an elderly man, was in a bedroom on
the first floor. Mr. Wilson entered the house
but everywhere was full of smoke and he was
unable to find the way to the stairs so returned
outside. A ladder was obtained and Wilson
was able to get to the bedroom window and pull
himself in. On entering the room he found it
in complete darkness and full of heavy smoke.
He had great difficulty in finding the bed and
was obliged to return again and again to the
window to get air. When he did find the
occupant he was lying flat on the bed
struggling for breath. Wilson carried him to
the window and held his head up to the
window sill. After several minutes others
arrived with a larger ladder and positioned
it against the window. A rope was brought
and Wilson tied it under the man's arms,
-manoeuvred him over the window sill and into
the arms of rescuers.

To be an Additional Member of the Civil
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, for Gallantry:

William Rawlinson, Non-Technical Grade 'A/
Royal Ordnance Factory, Swynnerton.

Awarded the British Empire Medal for Gallantry
(Civil Division} :

Frank Herbert George Chappell, Senior Over-
looker, Royal Ordnance Factory, Swynnerton.

George Charles Eade, Senior Overlooker, Royal
Ordnance Factory, Swynnerton.

It became necessary to destroy some
ammunition on site at the Royal Ordnance
Factory, Radway Green. The ammunition was
known to be very sensitive and had deteriorated
during storage. Many of the rounds were con-
sidered to be dangerous and might detonate if
jolted. Mr. Rawlinson first made a close de-
tailed examination of the ammunition and later
he supervised, in person, the removal of all
dangerous rounds to a blasting chamber 220
yards away, a process which took five days to
complete. There it was detonated in small
batches, again under his supervision. In each
case Rawlinson, who is in charge of decon-
tamination, accepted the risk involved in close
examination and in all first trials at removing
the hazards. Chappell and Eade were re-
sponsible for carrying the ammunition a
distance of 220 yards to a blasting chamber for
destruction. They loaded many hundreds of
high explosive rounds into a carrier which they
carried to the blasting chamber and there un-
loaded the rounds and set them for detonation.
In all they made thirty of these trips in a five
day period. Throughout they displayed great
courage and coolness and maintained the
necessary smooth, unruffled drill in spite of the
continued danger. Both volunteered for this
work. It was not part of their normal duties.


