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The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the undermentioned awards of the
George Medal and the British Empire Medal, and
for the publication in the London Gazette of the
names of those specially shown below as having
received an expression of Commendation for their
brave conduct.

Awarded the George Medal:
Brian GIBBONS,

Schoolboy,
Southall,

Middlesex.
An aircraft crashed into some houses causing

severe damage and setting the houses on fire.
Brian Gibbons was sleeping with his

nephew in the front bedroom of one of the
wrecked houses. He was awakened by the
crash to find the room full of smoke. He
wrapped his nephew in a blanket and tried
to carry him down the stairs but was driven
back by the flames and sustained severe burns
on the chest He went back to the bedroom,
which had by then caught fire, put his nephew
on the bed, and opened the window. People
in the front garden shouted to him to jump,
but he turned back into the room for his
nephew who had, in the meantime, fallen to
the floor. The room was full of smoke and
thinking the child had gone to the stairs,
Gibbons went to the landing to look for him
despite the appalling risk he ran in doing so.
He was again severely burnt, this time on the
face and hands, and was partly overcome By
fumes. He re-entered the bedroom and
stumbled over the child on the floor. He
picked him up, carried him to the window and
pushed him out. The child was caught by

bystanders. Gibbons managed to get on to
the window sill, dropped out and was caught
by a man standing below. As he did this all
the skin came away from the boy's chest
Brian Gibbons' action in deliberately turning
his back on safety and searching for his young"'
nephew, showed coolness and courage and a
complete lack of panic.

Awarded the British Empire Medal for
Gallantry (Civil Division) :

Saleh Ali AFFARA,
Technical Assistant,

Aden Broadcasting Service.
On arriving for work one morning, Saleh

Ali Affara noticed a shiny object partly hidden
in the loose sand close to the front wall of
the broadcast studio building and, after scrap-
ing some of the sand away with his hand, dis-
covered that it was a block of high explosive
with a pencil-type time-fuse attached. He
arranged for people to be kept away while he
cleared all the sand from the bomb and then,
with complete disregard for his own personal
safety, he moved it to the centre of a large
open space away from all buildings. Army
explosives experts were summoned and disposed
of the bomb.

Saleh Ali Aifara was fully aware of the
great danger to himself while removing the
bomb to a place of comparative safety.

Cecil Wallace David ALLEN,
Newsagent,

Congresbury.

Eric Harold AUSTIN,
Licensee,

Old Inn,
Congresbury.

Early one morning a mentally deranged man
was seen on a seat at the cross roads at


