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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James’s Palace, S.W.1.
13th April, 1954.

" The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to
approve the undemmentioned awards of the
GEORGE CROSS, and to give orders for the
following appointments to the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire and the awards
of the George Medal and British Empire
Medal, in recognition of gallant and dis-
tinguished services whilst prisoners of war in
Korea:— ,

GEORGE CROSS.

22105517 Fusilier Derek Godfrey KINNE, The
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers.

In August, 1950, Fusilier KINNE volunteered
for service in Korea, He joined the
1st Battalion, The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers, and was captured by Chinese Com-
munist forces on the 25th April, 1951, the last
day of the Imjin River battle. From then on
he had only two objects in mind ; firstly to
escape, and secondly by his contempt for his
captors and their behaviour, and his utter
disregard for the treatment meted out to him,
to raise the morale of his fellow-prisoners.
The treatment which he received during his
period of captivity is summarised in the
succeeding paragraphs.

Fusilier KINNE escaped for the first time
within 24 hours of capture but was retaken a
few days later while attempting to regain our
own lines. Eventually he rejoined a large
group of prisoners being marched North to
prison camps, and despite the hardships of this
march, which dasted a month, rapidly emerged
as a man of outstanding leadership and very

high morale. His conduct was a fine example
to all his fellow-prisoners.

In July, 1952, Fusilier KINNE, who was by
now well known to his captors, was accused
by them of being non-co-operative and was
brutally interrogated about the other P.W. who
had unco-operative views. As a result of his
refusal to inform om his comrades, and for
striking back at a Chinese officer who
assaulted him, he was twice severely beaten up
and tied up for periods of 12 and 24 hours,
being made to stand on tip-toe with a running
noose round his meck which would throttle
him if he attempted to relax in any way.

He escaped on 27th July but was recaptured
two days later. He was again beaten up very
severely, and placed in handcuffs (which could
be and frequently were tightened so as to
restrict circulation), from which he was not
Léellegsed until 16th October, 1952, a period of

ays.

He was accused of insincerity, a hostile atti-
tude towards the Chinese, “ sabotage ” of com-
pulsory political study, escape, and of being
reactionary. From the 15th to the 20th August
he was confined in a very small box cell, where
he was made to sit to attention all day, being
periodically beaten, prodded with bayonets,
kicked and spat upon by the guards, and denied
any washing facilities.

On 20th August, 1952, he was made to stand
to attention for seven hours and when he com-
plained was beaten by the Chinese guard
commander with the butt of a submachine gun,
which eventually went off and killed the guard
commander. For this Fusilier KINNE was
beaten senseless with belts and bayonets,
siripped of his clothes, and thrown into a dank
rat-infested hole until the 19th September. He
was frequently taken out and beaten, including
once (on 16th September), with pieces of
planking until he was unconscious,
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On the 16th October Fusilier KINNE was tried
by a Chinese military court for escape and for
being a reactionary and hostile to the Chinese,
and was sentenced to twelve months solitary
confinement. This was increased to eighteen
months when he complained at his trial of
denial of medical attention, including that for a
severe double hernia which he had sustained
in June, 1952, while training to escape.

On the 5th December, 1952, he was frans-
ferred to a special penal company. His last
award of solitary confinement was on the 2nd
June, 1953, when he was sentenced for defying
Chinese orders and wearing a rosette in cele-
bration of Coronation Day.

He was eventually exchanged at Panmunjon
on the 10th August, 1953. As late as the 8th
and 9th August he was threatened with non-
repatriation for demanding an interview with
the International Red Cross Representatives
who were visiting Prisoner of War camps.

Fusilier KinNeE was during the course of his
periods of solitary confinement kept in no less
than seven different places of imprisonment,
including a security police gaol, under con-
ditions of the most extreme degradation and
increasing brutality. Every possible method
both physical and mental was employed by his
captors to break his spirit, a task which proved
utterly beyond their powers. Latterly he must
have been fully aware that every time he
flaunted his captors and showed openly his
detestation of themselves and their methods he
was risking his life. He was in fact several
times threatened with death or non-repatria-
tion. Nevertheless he was always determined
to show that he was prepared neither to be
intimidated nor cowed by brutal treatment at
the hands of a barbarous enemy.

His powers of resistance and his determina-
tion to oppose and fight the enemy to the
maximum were beyond, praise. His example
was an inspiration: to all ranks who came into
contact with him.

GEORGE CROSS.

Lieutenant Terence Edward WATERS (463718),
(deceased), The West Yorkshire Regiment
{The Prince of Wales’s Own), attached The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

Lieutenant WATERS was captured subsequent
to the Battle of the Imjin River, 22nd-25th
April, 1951. By this time he had sustained
a serious wound in the top of the head and
yet another most painful wound in the arm
as a result of this action.

On the journey to Pyongyang with other
captives, he set a magnificent example of
courage and fortitude in remaining with
wounded other ranks on the march, whom he
felt it his duty to care for to the best of his
ability.

Subsequently, after a journey of immense
hardship and privation, the party arrived at an
area west of Pyongyang adjacent to P.W. Camrp
12 and known generally as “ The Caves ”, in
which they were held captive. They found
themselves imprisoned in a tunnel driven into
the side of a hill through which a stream of
water flowed continuously, fiooding a great
deal of the floor in which were packed a great
number of South Korean and European
prisoners-of-war in rags, filthy, crawling with
lice. In this cavern a number died daily from
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wounds, sickness, or merely malnutrition: they
fed on two small meals of boiled maize daily.
Of medical attention there was none.

Lieutenant WATERS apprecialed that few, if
any, of his numbers would survive these con-
ditions, in view of their weakness and the
absolute lack of attention for their wounds.
After a visit from a North Korean Political
Officer, who attempted to persvade them to
volunteer to join a prisoner-of-war group
known as “ Peace Fighters™ (that is, active
participants in the propaganda movement
against their own side) with a promise of better
food, of medical treatment and other amenities
as a reward for such activity—an offer that was
refused unanimously—he decided to order his
men to pretend to accede to the offer in an
effort to save their lives. This he did, giving
the necessary instructions-to the senior other
rank with the British party, Sergeant HOPER,
that the men would go upon his order without
fail,

Whilst realising that this act would save the
lives of his party, he refused to go himself,
aware that the task of maintaining British
prestige was vested in him.

Realising that they had failed to subvert an
officer with the British party, the North
Koreans now made a series of concerted
efforts to persuade Lieutenant WATERS to save
himself by joining the camp. This he stead-
g;sbly refused to do. He died a short time

ter.

He was a young, inexperienced officer, com-
paratively recently commissioned from the
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, yet he set
an example of the highest gallantry.

To be Additional Members of the Military
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire :—

The Reverend Stanley James Davigs (353777),
Chaplain to the Forces Fourth Class, Royal
Army Chaplains’ Department, attached The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

Major Michael Dennis George ‘Conybeare
RyAN (64645), The Royal Ulster Rifles.

Major Patrick William WELLER (126470), The
Gloucestershire Regiment,

Awarded the George Medal -—

Captain Acton Henry Gordon GiBeoN (304047),

Royal Regiment of Artillery.

This officer whilst undergoing interrogation
by North Korean security personnel at the
notorious camp “ Paks Death House ”, north
of Pyongyang, was instrumental in assisting an
escape of three other prisoners of war. As a
result of this the North Korean Commander of
the camp, Major Pak, subjected Captain
GIBBON to ill treatment tantamount to torture
in an endeavour to obtain the route and the
plans of the escape party. Captain GIBBON was
hung from a tree by a rope fastened round his
wrists which were bound behind his back,
and subjected to beating and kickings for many
hours. In addition to this he was threatened
with a pistol and subjected to various other
forms of ill-treatment., He withstood all this
ill treatment, so much so that Major Pak con-
sidered that he obviously could not impart the
information they required, as he did not know
it. Captain GIBBON’S conduct and courage
during this time was an inspiration to all
others in the camp. .
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{Awarded the British Empire Medal
(Military Division) :—

6087714 Private Peter Leverstone GODDEN, The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

22530240 Private Keith Vincent GopwiN, The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

22194057 Private David Michael HaiNgs, The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

22139146 Conporal John Allen HARTIGAN, The
Royal Hampshire Regiment, attached The
Gloucestershire Regiment.

22530120 Corporal Alfred Edwin HOLDHAM,
M.M., The Gloucestershire Regiment.

22305928 Corporai Robert Frank MATHEWS,
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, attached The Gloucestershire
Regiment,

14456352 Corporal William Patrick Michael
O’HArA, The Royal Ulster Rifles.

22530171 Private Derek Christopher RICHARDS,
The Gloucestershire Regiment.

14472846 Sergeant David Smarp, The Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers.

1874123 Warrant Officer Class II (acting) (now
Warrant Officer Class II) Frederick George
STRONG, Army Physical Training Corps,
attached The Gloucestershire Regiment.

14944765 Corporal Kenneth WaLTERs, The
Royal Hampshire Regiment, attached The
Gloucestershire Regiment,
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The War Office, 13th April, 1954.

The QUEEN has been graciously pleased to
approve that the following be mentioned in
recognition of gallant and distinguished services
whilst Prisoners of War in Korea:—

ROYAL REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.
Capt. R. F. WasHBROOK (261440) (post-
humous).

INFANTRY.
R.N.F.

Lt. L. S. Apams-Acron, M.C. (407730)
(posthumous).

Glosters.

Maj. E. D. HarDING, D.S.O. (67136).

Capt. A. H. FArRrarR-HockLEY, D.S.0., M.C.
(251309).

5570676 Sgt. E. BOUGHTON.

14489227 Sgt. P. J. HOPER.

5619823 Cpl. C. A. BAILEY.

5193476 Cpl. A. J. DoNOHUE, M.M.

6143171 Cpl. F. UpjoHN.

51101108 Pte. R. G. FLYNN.

R.U.R.
Capt. J. H. S. MAjury (193883).
22202796 L/Cpl. W. MASSEY.
22308421 Rfn. J. J. BUCKLEY.

Royvar Army MEDICAL CORPS.
Capt. A. M. FERRIE (378046).
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