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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS OF
KNIGHTHOOD

St. James's Palace, S W i.
i z&th September, 1948.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the award of the GEORGE CROSS to —
1393806 Flight Sergeant Stanley James WOODBRIDGE

(deceased), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No 159 Squadron.
Flight Sergeant Woodbndge was a wireless

operator in the crew of a Liberator aircraft which
crashed in the ]ungle in Burma whilst engaged in
an operation against the Japanese on 3ist January,
1945. Together with five other members of the
crew he was captured by the Japanese All six were
subjected to torture at the hands of their captors
in an endeavour to obtain information which would
have been of use to the Japanese Intelligence
Service Eventually the four non-commissioned
'officers were separated and conveyed by motor trans-
port to a forest, where they were put to death by
beheading. Three officers and three non-commis-
sioned officers of the Imperial Japanese Army were
subsequently brought to trial by a Military Court
charged with the torture and murder of the four
airmen, they were all found .guilty Three were
hanged and three sentenced to terms of rigorous
imprisonment At the trial it was revealed that
the Japanese concentrated their efforts on Flight
Sergeant Woodbridge, the wireless operator, in an
endeavour to obtain technical information regarding
wireless equipment, secret codes, wavelengths, etc.
A Japanese technical officer was detailed to make
the interrogation and the services of two interpreters
were engaged, but, in spite of repeated torture,
including kicking, beating with belts and with a
sword, Flight Sergeant Woodbridge steadfastly
refused to reveal any information whatever. The
final interrogation took place actually at the place
of execution, when it was obvious to the unfortunate
prisoner that he was to be put to death, even so
he maintained his courageous attitude to the end,
merely remarking that if the Japanese were going to
kill him they should do it quickly After all efforts
to make him speak, including further torture, were

1 found to be fruitless this gallant non-commissioned
officer was beheaded on 7th February, 1945 Flight
Sergeant Woodbridge behaved throughout with
supreme courage His fortitude, loyalty ito his
country and his complete disregard for his own
safety, even unto death, constitute one of the highest
examples of valour in the annals of the Royal Air
Force

DFC.

Air Ministry, 28th September, 1948

ROYAL AIR FORCE
GENERAL DUTIES BRANCH
Appointment to commission

As Squadron Leaders (permanent) —
aand June 1948.

John Balfour Joslin BOARDMAN (37931)
Robert Arthur COLVILLE (59075). ,
Edwin Charles Sanders FEWTRELL,

(37673)-
As ^Flight Lieutenants (permanent)'—

Douglas Frederick Harvey GROCOTT (153754)!
ist June 1948.

i5th June 1948
Eric George ALCOCK (144628)
Leonard George HOBBS (174016)
Blaise Petherbndge MUGFORD (128917).
Geoffrey MURPHY (127992).
Alan WARNECKE (125458).

22nd June 1948
John Derek HAWKINS, AFC. (65536)
Reginald John Valentine SMYTH, D.F C

(69488)
Arthur George TODD, DFC. (119873)
Harry Dashwood BYRNE (500168) 7th July

1948 (seniority ist Sept. 1945).

As Flying Officers (permanent)'—
i5th June 1948

Geoffrey William ABEL (58762)
Graham Charles Agnew BRIE (58015)
Kenneth COURTNAGE, A F C (198605) 23rd

Aug 1948 (seniority nth Sept 1946)

As Flight Lieutenant, short service (AM O.
A 899/47) —

Ralph MOODY (53551) loth Aug 1948 (senior-
ity iSth Feb 1947).

Promotion
Flying Officer to Flight Lieutenant >— '

J F GRIEVE (178233) ist July 1948.
N C SAVAGE (56639) 5th Aug 1948
A W D WOODCOCK (195193) 2oth Aug.

1948
23rd Aug 1948.

F B SMITH (57055)
E J WHITE, D F M (195006)

24th Aug 1948
M. G CASSELMAN (59539)
D MACKENZIE (186533)
F W THOMSON (59455) 25th Aug 1948.


