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St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
6th September, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the following appointments to the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire: —
To be Additional Members of the Military Division

of the said Most Excellent Order: —
Flight Lieutenant John William BEST (89772), Royal

Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 39 Squadron.
Flight Lieutenant Best and his crew swam

ashore west of Greece 'in May, 1941, and were met
by Greeks who offered to help them. Instead of
this, they were betrayed to the Germans and cap-
tured. In June, 1942, Flight Lieutenant Best
and 20 others tunnelled their way out of Stalag
Luft III (Sagan) and walked to the airfield hop-
ing to steal an aircraft, but this proved impos-
sible. They .walked for 3 days until they reached
the Oder where they stole a boat and rowed
towards Stettin. After covering 30 kilometres they
were seen and arrested. The following summer,
whilst at Colditz, Flight Lieutenant Best partici-
pated in a scheme whereby certain officers dis-
guised as Germans should relieve the guard while
25 others escaped through a window. The guard,
however, suspected the identity of its relief and the
scheme proved abortive. In January, 1944, Flight

'Lieutenant Best and a companion climbed out
of a window by means of a sheet rope down a
35 ft. terrace. Under the eyes of the guard they
cut the wire and made another drop and scrambled
through the outer wire. They travelled by train
to Halle and thence to Rheine, where they were
arrested whilst walking round the town. Flight

'Lieutenant Best engaged in several tunnel schemes
and also helped to construct a glider to carry
escapers from the roof to the valley below.
Although completed, the glider was never used.
Flight Lieutenant Best was finally liberated in
April, 1945.

Flight Lieutenant John Richard DENNY, D.F.C.
(43954), Royal Air Force,' No. 78 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Denny was captured on Juist
Island in November, 1940, having been forced
to crash land his aircraft. In October, 1941,

. while in transit from Lubeck to Warburg, he and
a companion cut a hole in the side of the truck
in which they were travelling and jumped from
the train as it was leaving the station. Flight

. Lieutenant Denny followed the railway line and
reached Bremen five days later. He boarded a

• train going to Amsterdam but, on arrival at
Oldenburg, the truck was put in a siding and he

was forced to leave. He hid in -a barn but was
discovered by a farmer and handed over to the
police. During his imprisonment at Stalag Luft I
and Oflag VIB, Flight Lieutenant Denny was a
member of the Escape Committee and engaged in
tunnel digging operations. He also worked on a
scheme for escape by man-lifting kites. One was
just completed when the equipment was discovered.

Flight Lieutenant Ronald Alfred George ELLEN
(39973). Royal .Air Force, No. 82 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Ellen was captured near
Aalborg in August, 1940, after he had been forced
to abandon his aircraft and he was imprisoned
in various camps in Germany. In March, 1941,
whilst en route for Oflag XXA at Thorn, he jumped
from a train travelling at 20 m.p.h. After walk-
ing towards Holland for ten days he was recap-
tured by German police. During his imprisonment
at Oflag VIB, he became a member of the Escape
Committee and helped to dig a tunnel through
which seven officers escaped. Flight Lieutenant
Ellen became a member of the Escape Committee
at Stalag Luft III in 1942 and took charge of
the camp radio, organising a news .service which
enabled the S.B.O. to maintain touch with
England and which greatly assisted in keeping up
the high morale of the prisoners. He has been
commended by the S.B.O., and ten of his col-
leagues for his valuable work in connection with
escape activities.

Flight Lieutenant Hugh Gerald KEARTLAND (43038),
Royal Air Force, No. 207 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Keartland was captured at
Geilenkirchen in August, 1941. Whilst in transit
from Lubeck to Warburg he and another officer
jumped -from the train. The following evening,
after failing to board a moving train, Flight
Lieutenant Keartland found his companion badly
injured on the railway track and, in obtaining
assistance, he was recaptured. Flight Lieutenant
Keartland made another attempt to escape in
April, 1942, when, with three others, he crawled
under the main gate of the camp whilst it was
temporarily unguarded. He and a companion
walked 275 miles towards Switzerland, but were

. finally recaptured after avoiding arrest on several
occasions. Whilst serving a 'period of imprison-
ment at Paderborn military prison, Flight
Lieutenant Keartland broke open the cell door
and had released another officer, when he was
discovered. During his captivity he engaged in
numerous tunnel schemes.

Flight Lieutenant John Carson WILSON (40775),
Royal Air Force, No. 6 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Wilson force-landed near
Agheila in March, 1941, and was captured by
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Italian soldiers. In December, 1941, he escaped
from Stalag Luft I disguised as a French worker,
and walked west. He reached Warnemunde by
train 24 hours later where he managed to board a
train ferry unseen and crossed into Denmark. As
he was trying to force his way into a train he
was seen by Danish police and handed over to
the Germans. When prisoners of war were being
transferred from Stalag Luft I to Sagan in April,
1942, Flight Lieutenant Wilson arranged to be
hidden in a crate and put in with the luggage.
Unfortunately the door of the van was padlocked
and by the time he had wrenched it open the
train had reached Bernau where he jumped off
and walked towards Stettin, which he eventually
reached by jumping a train. Flight Lieutenant
Wilson then spent two days looking in vain for
a Swedish boat and then decided to make for
Rostock. Unfortunately, he boarded the wrong
train arriving at Kustrin, where hunger and fatigue
forced him to give himself up. During his cap-
tivity, Flight Lieutenant Wilson was engaged on
several tunnels from one of which three officers
escaped. This officer showed great determination
to escape and was a marked man by the Germans.

Warrant Officer Thomas Phillip Edward BLATCH
(976618), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 76 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Blatch was the wireless operator
of an aircraft which caught fire and had to be
abandoned in September, 1942. He sustained head
and foot injuries and was captured 24 hours later.
In February, 1943, he exchanged identity with a
soldier at Lamsdorf and, whilst on a working party
at a coal mine near Dabrowa, he escaped by means
of a disused air shaft. He made for the east and
next day made contact with a Pole who took
him over the border and introduced him to a
member of an underground movement. Warrant
Officer Blatch was provided with Polish papers,
clothing and money, and with a student member
of the movement went on various missions, includ-
ing one for the destruction of German road con-
voys and the local S.S. H.Q. at Przemysl. After
a train wrecking incident the Germans made a
thorough check up and Warrant Officer Blatch,
with others, was arrested and interrogated. He
failed to satisfy a Polish interpreter and was taken
to Monte Lubitsch prison where he was kept for
3 weeks under the sentence of death. He was
later identified and in April, 1943, returned to
Lamsdorf. In March, 1944, Warrant Officer Blatch
with a companion, provided with papers, money
and civilian clothes, escaped through the wire and
made their way to the railway station at Annadorf
where they boarded a train for Stettin. On arrival
they contacted some friendly Polish dock workers
who gave them shelter until they could stow away
on a Swedish vessel. They were, however, betrayed
and arrested and Warrant Officer Blatch was sent
to Stalag IIIA at Luckenwald. While at
Stalag IIIA Warrant Officer Blatch obtained civilian
clothes and, -with the aid of a Yugoslav, walked
out of the camp and eventually boarded a goods
train. He reached Posen next morning and there
hid until .dusk. He then contacted members of
the underground movement, with whom he stayed
until August, 1944, when he was again arrested after
taking part in an attack on a German ammunition
dump. In April, 1945, when the camp at Alten-
grabow was evacuated Warrant Officer Blatch and
another made their escape and contacted Russian
forces five days later.

Warrant Officer Edgar Louis Graham HALL (564838),
Royal Air Force, No. 102 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Hall was captured near Goch in
May, 1940, after his aircraft had crashed, and he
was imprisoned in various camps in Germany.
During his captivity he carried out the work of
Senior non-commissioned officer in three different
camps; he also served on various Escape Com-
mittees, organising and assisting in several
tunnelling operations. In May, 1942, he and
a companion jumped from a moving train
whilst being transferred to Stalag VIIIB (Sagan).
They walked most of the night and next day but
were recaptured 3 miles beyond Frankfurt. Warrant
Officer Hall and another left a column during a
halt in April, 1945, intending to wait for Allied
troops, but they were recaptured four days later.

Warrant Officer John Neil PRENDERGRAST (620735),
Royal Air Force, No. 61 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Prendergrast was captured when

his aircraft crash-landed in July, 1940, and im-
prisoned in various camps in Germany. Through-
out his captivity he took a leading part in all
escape activities and assisted in numerous tunnelling
operations. In March, 1943, he escaped from
Oflag XXIB, by means of a tunnel which he had
helped to construct, and made his way towards
Danzig but was recaptured the next morning by
railway police at Bromberg. Warrant Officer
Prendergrast made a further attempt in September
and reached the Lithuanian frontier where he was
arrested by frontier police. When Stalag Luft VI
was being evacuated, this warrant officer hid in
the camp until night-fall when he cut his way
through the perimeter wire. Warrant Officer
Prendergrast succeeded in crossing the Lithuanian
border and walked for five days before being
recaptured by a German patrol. Warrant Officer
Prendergrast worked unceasingly in connection with
Escape and Intelligence activities.

Warrant Officer Frank SANDERS (541666), Royal Air
Force, No. 90 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Sanders was forced to abandon
his aircraft after it had been hit by anti-aircraft
fire in June, 1943. He made a parachute landing
in a farm paddock near Ouderkerk and hid in a
nearby wood. The next morning he located the
local priest, but was unable to obtain assistance
from him. Warrant Officer Sanders wandered about
for four days and eventually made contact with
members of an organisation who fed, clothed and
sheltered him. Warrant Officer Sanders, with
others, was then taken to Brussels and thence to
Paris. While in Paris the whole party was arrested
by the Gestapo and imprisoned in Fresnes prison.
Fn March, 1944, whilst at Stalag IVB, Warrant
Officer Sanders, with a" companion, hid in a hole
in the compound and, at a suitable moment, cut
the wire and made for Czechoslovakia. Two days
later, while hiding in a barn, they were discovered
by some children and were arrested by the Wehr-
macht. In June, 1944, Warrant Officer Sanders
changed his identity and went to a working camp
at Fransburg. Thirteen prisoners, including
Sanders, tunnelled under their hut into a cellar
from which they escaped. Warrant Officer Sanders
and two others made their way towards the
Czechoslovakian frontier. After three days, whilst
resting in a wood, they were seen by a child.
They did not suspect any trouble until the child
returned with the father, who was armed, and
who handed them over to the local police. Warrant
Officer Sanders made a third attempt to escape,
while on a working party at Ammendorf, by leav-
ing the hut after roll call. He returned and removed
the bars of the window so that others could escape;
they then left the camp via the Russian compound.
With two others, Warrant Officer Sanders boarded
a goods train which took them to a goods yard
at Halle; they quickly made their way into the
country, but two days later were recaptured by
a farmer. In March, 1945, Warrant Officer Sanders
made a further attempt to escape from Halle,
during an air raid, dressed in a French military
uniform. He boarded a goods train, but had
to jump off when seen by the guard. After walking
for five days, he attempted to steal a bicycle but
was observed and arrested. Warrant Officer Sanders
was liberated in April, 1945, by Russian troops.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.i.
6th September, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
that the undermentioned, who were appointed to be
Members of the Civil Division of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire under date the 4th
September, 1945, and announced in the Thkd Supple-
ment to the London Gazette of the 3ist August,
1945, No. 37250, page 4434, shall now be transferred
to be Members of the Military Division of the said
Most Excellent Order, to be dated 4th September,
1945 •• —
Acting Flight Lieutenant Arthur Vivian BREEN

(i<855io), Royal Air .Force Volunteer Reserve.
Flight Officer (Honorary) Beatrice Yvonne CORMEAU

(9903), Women's Auxiliary Air Force.
Flight Officer (Honorary) Cecile Pearl CORNIOLEY

(n6e WITHERINGTON) (9904), Women's Auxiliary
Air Force.
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Section Officer (Honorary) Phyllis LATOUR (8108),

Women's Auxiliary Air Force.
Section Officer (Honorary) Maureen O'SULLIVAN

(8109), Women's Auxiliary Air Force.
Assistant Section Officer (Honorary) Sonia Esmee

Florence D'ARTOISE (9910), Women's Auxiliary
Air Force.

For services in France during the enemy
occupation.

Air Ministry, 6th September, 1946.
The KING has granted unrestricted permission for

the wearing of the undermentioned decorations con-
ferred upon the personnel indicated in recognition of
valuable services rendered in connection with the
war: —

CONFERRED BY THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT.
Decoration Militaire.

Sergeant.
1262884 Bertram .Eric WOODIN, R.A.F.V.R.

CONFERRED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK
REPUBLIC.

Order of the White Lion—2nd Class.
Air Marshal.
Sir Charles Edward Hastings MEDHURST, K.C.B.,

O.B.E., M.C., R.A.F.

Air Vice -Marshals.
Sir Geoffrey Rhodes BROMET, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O.,

R.A.F. (ret'd.).
Sturley Philip SIMPSON, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., R.A.F.

Czechoslovak War Cross.
Air Vice Marshal.
Sturley Philip SIMPSON, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., R.A.F.

CONFERRED BY His MAJESTY THE KING OF THE
HELLENES.

Order of George I.
Grand Cross.

Marshals of the Royal Air Force.
The Viscount PORTAL OF HUNGERFORD, G.C.B.,

O.M.. D.S.O., M.C.
Lord TEDDER OF GLENGUIN, G.C.B.

Grand Officer.
Air Chief Marshal.
Sir Alfred Guy Roland GARROD, K.C.B., O.B.E.,

M.C., D.F.C., R.A.F.
Air Marshals.
Sir Charles Edward Hastings MEDHURST, K.C.B.,

O.B.E., M.C., R.A.F.
Sir Leonard Horatio SLATTER, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.C.,

D.F.C., R.A.F.
Commander.

Air Commodores.
Frank BEAUMONT, R.A.F.
Harold Douglas JACKMAN, C.B., C.B.E., R.A.F.

Order of the Phoenix.
Grand Cross.

Marshal of the Royal Air Force.
Sir William Sholto DOUGLAS, G.C.B., M.C., D.F.C.

Air Chief Marshal.
Sir John SLESSOR, K.C.B., D.S.O., M.C.

Air Marshal.
Sir Arthur CONINGHAM, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O.,

M.C., D.F.C., A.F.C.

Grand Officer.
Air Vice Marshals.
Eric Bourne Coulter BETTS, C.B.E., D.S.C., D.F.C.,

R.A.F. (ret'd.)
Sir William ELLIOT, K.B.E., C.B., D.F.C., R.A.F.
Francis Frederic INGLIS, C.B., C.B.E., R.A.F.

Medal for Outstanding Acts.
Warrant Officer.
Robert JONES (526731), R.A.F.
Flight Sergeant.
776441 Ian Malcolm HEPBURN, R.A.F.V.R.
Sergeant.
1266833 Peter ANTHONAS, R.A.F.V.R.

Corporal.
536366 Ivor EVANS, R.A.F.

Leading Aircraftman.
1042120 Joseph Thomas DEAKIN, R.A.F.V.R.

Medal for Outstanding Services with Bar.
Sergeant.
904777 James Carlton BUNCE, R.A.F.V.R.

Corporal.
791153 Francis CASSAR, R.A.F.V.R.

Leading Aircraftman.
960379 Allen Diarmid MACDOUGALL, R.A.F.V.R.

• Medal for Outstanding Services.
Warrant Officer.
Bernard Henry BRIDGE (365144), R.A.F.

Flight Sergeant.
562538 Norman John Dennis EDWARDS, R.A.F.

Sergeant.
1154464 Percy Frank DURRANT, R.A.F.V.R.

Corporal.
1005208 William WATSON, R.A.F.V.R.

Leading Aircraftman.
615560 John Thomas POTTINGER, R.A.F.

AMENDMENTS.
In notification of 8th June, 1944 (page 2620, col. i)

Mention in Despatches delete W.- C. KER (80146),
R.A.F.V.R., insert W. C. KERR (107717),
R.A.F.V.R.

In notification of ist January, 1945 (page 66,
col. i) Mention in Despatches for " The Marquis
J. De AMODIO (81212), R.A.F.V.R.," read " The
Marquess de AMODIO (81212), R.A.F.V.R.

•In notification of i4th August, 1945 (page 4132.
col. 2) delete from " Department of National Defence
for Air, Ottawa," to " Warrant Officer Class II
W. GORMALY (R.i668iiJ " awards previously
announced on loth July, 1945.

In notification of 25th September, 1945 (page 4753,
col. 2) under heading " ROYAL CANADIAN AIR
FORCE " delete " Pilot Officer George SPRINGHAM
(CAN/J.93923) 158 Sqn." award -previously
announced on 2Oth July, 1945.
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