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The KING has been .graciously pleased to award
the GEORGE CROSS to: —

Acting Wing Commander Forest Frederick Edward
YEO-THOMAS, M.C. -(39215), Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve.

This officer was parachuted into France on the
25th February, 1943. He showed much courage
and initiative during his mission, particularly
when he enabled a French officer who was -being
•followed iby a Gestapo agent in 'Paris to . reach
safety and resume clandestine work in another
area. He also took charge of a U.S. Army Air
Corps officer who had .been shot down and, speak-
ing no French, was in danger of capture. This
officer returned to England on the isth April,
1943, in the aircraft which picked up Wing Com-
mander lYeo-.Thomas.

Wing Commander Yeo-Thomas undertook a
second mission on the I7th September, 1943.
Soon after his arrival in France many patriots
welre arres'ted. Undeterred, he continued his
enquiries and obtained information which enabled
the desperate situation to be rectified. On six
occasions he narrowly escaped arrest. He returned
to England on the isth November, 1943, bring-
ing British intelligence archives which he had
secured from a house watched by the Gestapo.

This officer was again parachuted into France
in February, 19144. Despite every security pre-
caution he was (betrayed to the Gestapo in Paris
on the aist March. While being taken by car
to Headquarters he was badly " beaten up ".
He then underwent 4 days continuous interroga-
tion, interspersed with 'beatings and torture, in-
cluding immersions, head downwards, in ice-cold
water, with legs and arms chained. Interroga-
tions later continued for 2 months and Wing Com-
mander Yeo-Thomas was offered his freedom in
return for information concerning the Head of a
Resistance Secretariat. Owing to his wrist being
cut by chains, he contracted blood-poisoning and
nearly lost his left arm. He made two daring
ibut unsuccessful attempts to escape. He was
then confined in solitude in Fresnes prison for
4 months, including 3 weeks in a darkened cell
with very little food. Throughout these months
of almost continuous torture, he steadfastly re-
fused to disclose any information.

On the 17th July, Wing Commander Yeo-Thomas
was sent with a party to Compiegne prison, from
which he twice attempted to escape. He and 36
others were then transferred to Buchenwald. On
the way, they stopped for 3 days at Saarbrucken,

where they were beaten and kept in a tiny hut.
They arrived at Buchenwald on the i6th August
and 16 of them were executed and cremated on
the loth September. Wing Commander Yeo-
Thomas had already commenced to organise resist-
ance within the camp and remained undaunted by
the prospect of a similar fate. He accepted an
opportunity of changing his identity with that of
a dead French prisoner, on condition that other
officers would also be enabled to do so. In this
way, he was instrumental in saving the lives of
two officers.

Wing Commander Yeo-Thomas was later trans-
ferred to a work kommando for Jews. In
attempting to escape he was picked up by a
German patrol and, claiming French nationality,
was transferred to a camp near Marienburg for
French prisoners of war. On the i6th April,
1945, he led a party of 20 in a most gallant
attempt to escape in broad daylight. 10 were
killed by fire from the guards. Those who reached
cover "split up into small groups. Wing Com-
mander Yeo-Thomas became separated from his
companions after 3 days without food. He con-
tinued alone for a week and was recaptured when
only Soo yards from the American lines. A few
days later he escaped with a party of 10 French
prisoners of war, whom he led through German
patrols to the American lines.

Wing Commander Yeo-Thomas thus turned his
final mission into a success by his determined
opposition to the enemy, his strenuous efforts to
maintain the morale of his fellow-prisoners and
his brilliant escape activities. He endured brutal
treatment and torture without flinching and
showed the most amazing fortitude and devotion
to duty throughout his service abroad, during
which he was under the constant threat of death.

Air Ministry, February, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following award in recognition of gallantry and
devotion to duty in the execution of air operations : —

Distinguished Flying Cross.
Flying 'Officer Reginald Thomas HOCKING (Aus.

407291), Royal Australian Air Force.
In October, 1944, -this officer was the mid-upper

gunner of a Liberator aircraft detailed to make a
low level attack on rolling stock between Uittaradi
and Pichai. Accurate anti-aircraft fire was en-
countered and the aircraft sustained damage. The

.mainplane was holed and set on fire and much
height was lost. Flying Officer Hocking coolly
informed his captain on the condition of the fire
which was impossible to extinguish. The captain
gave the order to abandon aircraft after gaining a


