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War Office, Jth February, 1946.
The KING has been graciously pleased to

approve the posthumous award of the
VICTORIA CROSS to: —
Lieutenant The Honourable Christopher

FURNESS (53422), Welsh Guards.
Lieutenant the Honourable C Furness

was in command of the Carrier Platoon,
Welsh Guards, during the period iyth-24th
May, 1940, when his Battalion formed part
of the garnson of Arras. During this time
his Platoon was constantly patrolling in
advance of or between the widely dispersed
parts of the perimeter, and fought many
local actions with the enemy Lieutenant
Fumess displayed the highest qualities of
leadership and dash on all these occasions
and imbued his command with a magnificent
offensive spirit

During the evening of 23rd May, Lieutenant
Furness was wounded when on patrol but
he refused to be evacuated By this time
the enemy, considerably reinforced, had
encircled the town on three sides and with-
drawal to Douai was ordered during the night
of 23rd-24th May. Lieutenant Furness's
Platoon, together with a small force of light
tanks, were ordered to cover the withdrawal
of the transport consisting of over 40 vehicles.

About 02 30 hours, 24th May, the enemy
attacked on both sides of the town At one
point the enemy advanced to the road along
which the transport columns were withdraw-
ing, bringing them under very heavy small
arms and anti-tank gun fire. Thus the whole
column was blocked and placed in serious
jeopardy Immediately Lieutenant Furness,
appreciating the seriousness of the situation,
and in spite of his wounds, decided to attack
the enemy, who were located in a strongly
entrenched position behind wire.

Lieutenant Furness advanced with three
Garners, supported by the light tanks At
once the enemy opened up with very heavy
fire from small arms and anti-tank guns
The light tanks were put out of action, but
Lieutenant Furness continued to advance
He reached the enemy position and circled
it several times at close range, inflicting

heavy losses All three Carriers were hit and
most of their crews killed or wounded. Hts
own Carrier was disabled and the driver
and Bren gunner killed. He then engaged
the enemy in personal hand-to-hand combat
until he was ki.led His magnificent act of
self sacrifice against hopeless odds, and when
already wounded, made the enemy withdraw
for the time being and enabled the large
column of vehicles to get clear unmolested
and covered the evacuation of some of the
wounded of his own Carrier Platoon and the
light tanks.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD

St James's Palace, S W T.
7th February, 3946

The KING has been graciously pleased, on the
advice of His Majesty's Canadian Ministers, to give
orders for the following appointment to the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire, in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services m Ita'ly (to be
dated the 24th November, 1945) —
To be an Additional Member of the Military Division

of the said Most Excellent Order —
Lieutenant Reginald SCHOLEY (CDN 697), The Royal

Canadian Ordnance Corps

War Office, jth February, 1946
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve

the following award in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in the South West Pacific • —

The Distinguished Service Order
Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Williams VOELCKER, M C

(28089), New Zealand Military Forces
(Substituted for the Appointment of the above

named to be an Additional Officer of the Military
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire, which was announced in the London Gazette
(No 36828) dated 7th December, 1944 )

War Office, Jth February, 1946
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve

the following awards in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in Burma —

Bar to the Military Cross
Captain (temporary) Gordon BRYDON, M C (143398),

The Durham Light Infantry

The Military Cross
Maior (temporary) Roy Kilncr (73544), The Duke of

Wellington's Regiment (West Riding)


