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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD,

St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
iSth September, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments? to the Most Excellent Order of the
British. Empire, for the following awards of
the George Medal and of the British Empire
Medal, and for the publication in the London
Gazette of the names of the persons specially
shown below as having received an expres-
sion of Commendation for their brave
conduct.
To be an Additional Officer of the Civil

Division of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire:—

Laurence George GALE, Superintendent, Royal
Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

Awarded the George Medal:—
Richard Arthur Samuel BYWATER, G.C.,

Factory Development Officer, Royal Ord-
nance Factory, Kirkby.

William Ernest DENNY, Assistant Superin-
tendent, Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

Roy Thomas William EDWARDS, Agent. for
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Demolition Con-
tractors.

William Louis FITZMAURICE, M.B.E., Chief
Technical Assistant, Royal Ordnance Fac-
tory, Kirkby.

Ronald Donald FORBES, Leading Fireman,
Works Fire Brigade, Royal Ordnance Fac-
tory, Kirkby.

James Shanks MURDOCH, B.E.M., Shop
Manager,. Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

William Jam'es PANTON/ B.E.M., Foreman,
Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

Mark Victor ROWLING, B.E.M., Shop
Manager, Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

William TOPPING, Fireman, Works Fire
Brigade, Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

Awarded the British Empire Medal
(Civil Division):—

Albert Edward BYRON, Senior Leading Fire-
man, Works Fire Brigade, Royal Ordnance
Factory, Kirkby.

John Alfred CHRISTIAN, Fireman, Works
Fire Brigade, Royal Ordnance Factory,
Kirkby.

Henry HANKIN, Fireman, Works Fire Brigade,
Royal Ordnance Factory, Kirkby.

An explosion occurred at the Royal
Ordnance Factory, Kirkby, during the
filling of highly dangerous ammunition. The
night was exceptionally dark, there was no
moon, and it was raining heavily. The
major explosion was followed by others.
Almost all lights were extinguished and soon
the only illumination in and around the
shattered bomb strewn building was
.given by the fires which broke out.
The morale of the Factory staff was
superb. All the operatives were aware
of the dangerous nature of the work and
immediately the noise of the explosion
was heard, rescuers ran from all the near-by
buildings. Girl operatives, who had made
their escape from the building, returned to
'bring out their injured friends. The Factory
Fire Brigade were on the spot within a matter
of minutes and ran their hose into the build-
ing. Whilst the fires blazed and bombs con-
tinued to explode, the injured were brought
out and desperate attempts made to release
a trapped man. They continued until the
Assistant Superintendent, who was in charge
in the absence on leave of the Superin-
tendent, ordered everyone to leave the build-
ing and take shelter 'behind the mounds.
The responsibility laid upon Mr. Denny was
heavy, but his decision was justified, as in
a few .minutes another explosion brought
down more wreckage. It was nearly day-
break when a pile of bombs in their wooden
crates, crushed beneath the fallen roof, was


