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War Office, 26th July, 1045.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to:—

No. NZX.102964 Corporal Reginald Roy
Rartey, Australian Infantry Battalion,
Australian Military Forces.

In the South West Pacific, on 22nd March,

- 1045, a Company of an Australian Infantry
Battalion was ordered to capture a strongly
held enemy position astride Buin Road,
South Bougainville:” The attack was met by
extremely heavy fire from advanced. enemy

bunkers, slit trenches and fox holes sited on-

strong ground, and all forward movement
was stopped with casualties mounting
" rapidly among our troops. Corporal Rattey
. quickly appreciated that the serious situation
delaying the advance could only be averted
by silencing enemy fire from automatic
. weapons in bunkers, which dominated all
lines of approach by our troops. He
calculated that a forward move by his section
would be halted by fire with heavy casualties
" and he idetermined that a bold rush by
himself alone would surprise the enemy and
offored the best chance for success. With
amazing coutage he rushed forward firing his
. Bren gun from the hip into the openings
" under the head cover of three forward
bunkers. This completely neutralized enemy
fire from these positions. On gaining the
nearest bunker he hurled a grenade among
the garrison, which completely silenced
: further enemy aggressive action. Corporal
Rattey was now without grenades but with-
out hesitation he raced back to his section
under extremely heavy fire and obtained two
" grenades with which he again rushed the
remaining bunkers and effectively silenced
all opposition ‘by killing seven of the enemy
garrison, This led to the flight of the remain-
ing enemy troops, which enabled his Com-
pany to.continue its advance. .
A little later the advance of his Company
was again held up by a heavy machine gun,
firing across the front.

Without hesitation -

Corporal Rattey mshed the gun and silenced
it with fire from his Bren gun used from his
hip. When one had been killed and another
wounded, the remainder of the enemy gun
crew broke and fled. The machine gun and
2,000 rounds of ammunition were captured
and the Company again continued its
advance and gained its objective, which was
consolidated. i

The serious situation was turned into a
brilliant success, entirely by the courage,
cool planning and stern determination of
Corporal Ratftey. His bravery was an
incentive to the entire Company, who
fought with inspiration derived from the
gallantty of Corporal Rattey, despite the
stubborn opposition to which they were
sub]ected

—

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS OF-
KNIGHTHOOD.

) St James’s Palace, S.W.1.
«  26th July, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the following appointments to the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire, in zecognition
of gallant and distinguished services in the field :—

To be Additional Members of the Military Division
of the said Most Excellent Order:—

Captain Dmitri DEROZHINSKY ('EC.422), 5th Mah-
ratta Light Infantry, Indian Army.

Captain Charles Garensy (297), New Zealand
Military Forces.

Captain Walter John Hesrop (31056), New Zealand
Military Forces.

Lieutenant John Philip Thomas LINKLATER (205930),
Intelligence Corps.

Lieutenant Francis William Henry LockeTT (r65411),
Royal Regiment of Artillery.

Captain (acting) Peter David MAvYNARD (137199),
Corps of Royal Engineers.

Captain Ian McCArRDLE (78385), South African
Forces.

Lieutenant Norman Lisle STArRkEY (177784), The
Essex Regiment.

No. 7589439 Warmrant Officer Class I Joseph
Nicholson WaHiTE, Indian Army Ordnance Corps.
Lieutenant Robert Henry WILDERS (244317), Corps

of Royal Engineers,
Captain  (temporary) John William Youncer
(114122), Coldstream Guards.



