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'handed, extricated two of the trapped members
of the crew, afterwards assisting 'in the release of
another. Whilst the wreckage of the aircraft was
raised by makeshift levers, which continually
slipped, Corporal Cheetham remained under the
debris alone, and after sawing away part of the
steucture, removed the fourth member of the
crew. In December, 1944, an aircraft crashed and
caught -fire at the- airfield. Corporal Cheetham
ran to the aircraft and made two attempts to free
the navigator. During this time a petrol tank
and an oxygen bottle exploded and ammunition
detonated in all directions. Corporal Cheetham
only leased his efforts when, forcibly removed to
•hospital by two medical orderlies; he was suffering
from shock, •burns and eye injuries. On these
three occasions he displayed great courage in
dangerous circumstances.

.1276335 Corporal Stanley Arthur John CONNOLLY,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Corporal Connolly has been engaged on bomb
disposal duties since December, 1941. In October,
1944, he and his section were detailed to clear
mines and booby traps from six 'hotels in Blanken-
berghe. One day, a trip wire was fouled and
three of his section were badly injured. Imme-
diately after the casualties had been evacuated.
Corporal Connolly continued with his hazardous
work, which was completed five days later. For
a period of six weeks in 1944, this airman was
continuously engaged in mine clearance at an
airfield and, because of 'his exceptional courage,
he was selected to lead breaching parties to locate
the mine belts and their patterns. He found
numerous Schu-mine, Tellennine, " S " mine and
Holzmine belts and volunteered for any operation
of a specially hazardous nature. In December,
1944, whilst working on an irregularly laid mine-
field in tall grass, ne fouled the igniter of an
" S " mine which fired. After warning other
personnel Corporal Connolly lay down in time
to see the " S" mine ejected from its casing
and thrown into the air. Fortunately the mine
failed to detonate and after exchanging his
detector, which was damaged by the mine, Cor-
poral Connolly continued his work completely un-
perturbed. Has example and personal bravery,
shown throughout the operations, have been an
inspiration to all.

929828 Corporal Jack Raymond DENTON, Royal Air
Force.

In October, .1944, Corporal Denton was detailed
with others to clear hotels in Blankenberghe of
mines and booby traps. One day an explosion
occurred when a trip-wire was fouled and some
members of the party were badly wounded.
Immediately after the casualties had been
evacuated Corporal Denton and 2 other non-
commissioned officers continued with their
hazardous work until its completion some 5 days
later. For a period of 6 weeks in 1944, Corporal
Denton was engaged continuously on mine field
clearance at an airfield. Throughout this period he
and his section detected, neutralised and lifted
large numbers of anti-tank and anti-personnel
mines, many of which were booby-trapped and
buried in marshy land, flooded ditches and thick
undergrowth. In November, 1944, a captured
enemy tank was used to push and pull a heavy
roller over unchecked areas between the mine belts
which had already been located and cleared.
Corporal Denton volunteered to drive the tank
and continued to do so for several days. Although
no anti-tanik mines were functioned by the tank,
he was fully aware of the risk of serious injuries
or death. Corporal Denton has been employed on
bomb disposal duties since January, 1941. '

1153832 Corporal Charles Douglas LOVELL, Royal
Air Force .Volunteer .Reserve.

In June, 1944, 3 American Thunderbolt aircraft
crashed at a Royal Air Force Station. Each air-
craft carried bombs, some of .which exploded and
killed numerous R.A.F. personnel, including the
entire station fire crew. In view of fthe serious
situation the crash tender was called from an
adjacent station. On arrival, the crew of this
tender set to work on an aircraft which had been
burning for some time and contained a fused H.E.
bomb which was in imminent danger.of exploding.
Corporal Lovell, iwith no thought of his, personal
safety and without -aid, manned the nozzle of a

. hose .from the foam tender until-the foam was
exhausted. He then -helped .to. re-service• -the

, tender, returned to-. the scene, qf -the crash and

remained with the hose very 'near to the un-
exploded bomb, until he had extinguished the
fire. Corporal Lovell set a fine example of de-
votion to duty in dangerous circumstances.

1556525 Corporal Edmund Robert Cox MELVILLE,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Corporal Melville has been engaged in bomb
disposal duties since October, 1941. "He landed
with the invasion forces on " D " day and assisted
in clearing mines and other enemy munitions from
sites which were urgently required for special pur-
poses. All types of mines and many bombs and
grenades were successfully dealt with. On one
occasion Corporal Melville and Ms section re-
ceived information that a mine had exploded and
had caused casualties. Without hesitation they
proceeded to the scene and cleared a lane of
mines, recovering 4 dead persons and rescuing a
young boy who was seriously injured. In Septem-
ber, 1944, whilst working on mine clearance of an
area required for use as a glider strip, an " S "
mine exploded within ten yards of Corporal
Melville, causing 5 casualties of which i was fatal.
Although he had a narrow escape and suffered
from shock, Corporal Melville was ready, when
called upon, to continue his hazardous duties.
During a period of 6 weeks when an airfield was
being cleared of mines, he set an example to all
ranks by the speed and efficiency with which he
•located and neutralised all types of enemy mines.
Leading a section of 3 men, he cleared 2,062 anti-
personnel Schu-mines, apart from many other
mines of different types. On one day his section
recovered and rendered safe as many as 336 Schu-
inines. The rapid completion of the work was
materially helped by his skill, leadership and
determination. Corporal Melville is an excep-
tional courageous and determined worker and is
completely unperturbed by any of the disturbing
circumstances which frequently arise in the course
of his hazardous work.

1173558 Corporal William Henry MORRIS, Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

998304 Corporal William Kelly (REID, Royal Air
Force.

For a period of 6 weeks in 1944, Corporals Reid
and Morris were engaged with a section in breach-
ing minefields in order to locate the patterns of
the mine belts and to assist in the general mine
clearance. In spite of the worst conditions of
weather they continued the work until all mine
patterns had been discovered and general clearance
could commence. The section detected and
neutralised over 400 anti-personnel "S" mines
alone, many of these being hidden in inaccessible
and unexpected positions. Many " S " mines were
buried in marshy ground, under water, necessi-
tating feeling for and neutralising the igniters with
(hands numbed by the cold. Corporals Reid and
Morris worked together as a team, the former
detecting and the latter neutralising mines. Each
has shown the greatest confidence in the ability
of the other and their work contributed largely to
the successful disposal of many anti-tank mines.
They both showed exceptional skill, courage and
leadership in dangerous circumstances.

958613 Corporal George Henry ROSE, Royal Air
Force.

lln September, 1944, Corporal Rose and others
were engaged on mine clearance in a cornfield
adjacent to a glider strip at Austerham. When an
" S " mine exploded, causing 5 casualties includ-
ing the flight commander, Conporal Rose, who was
about 25 yards away, rendered first aid until the
arrival of a Medical Officer and afterwards con-
tinued his work. For a period of 6 weeks, he and
others were detailed to clear mines from an air-
field. Though still affected by his previous ex-
perience Corporal Rose did not hesitate to con-
tinue his hazardous duties in a courageous and
efficient manner, thereby setting an example to his
comrades. The section he led dealt with over
2,000 Schu-mines, many of them in a dangerous
condition owing to partial functioning by cattle.
Other mines which were dealt with had been laid
in thick undergrowth and wooded country.
Corporal Rose also dealt with stock-mines in woods
and all types of mines in swampy land and rough
country. This airman has been engaged in bomb
disposal duties.since March, 1941.

1241052 Corporal Thomas Charles WOODHEAD, Royal
Air Force- Volunteer Reserve.

One afternoon in November, 1944, an aircraft,
whilst attempting .-to make a forced landing on


