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When rescuing the crew of a burning
vessel: —

James Charles Bennett, Deckhand, m.l.
" Windrush," Port of London Authority.

Albert Edward Holland, Driver, m,l. " Wind-
rush," Port of London Authority.

Captain William Arthur Loker, Master, m.l.
" Windrush," Port of London Authority.

When rendering services to the Forces in
Italy: —

The Reverend Father John Buckley, British
Resident in Rome.

The Reverend Father John Claffey, British
Resident in Rome.

The Reverend Father Ugolino Gatt, British
Resident in Rome.

The Reverend Father Thomas Lenan, British
Resident in Rome.

The Reverend Father Vincent Treacy, British
Resident in Rome.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
April, 1945.

The KING has been 'graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments to the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, and for the following awards
of the British Empire Medal, for services in
connection with the Burma Campaign, i6th
November, 1943, to I5th May, 1944: —

To be an Additional Officer of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire:—

Tom Alexander Blacklaws, Executive Officer in
charge of the Aijal-Dwarband Road project.

To be Additional Members of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire:—

The Reverend Ernest Wilfred Francis, Inter-
preter and Labour Officer, attached to the
gth Jat Regiment.

Hugh Johnstone Garrett, Harbour Master,
Chittagong.

Cecil Middleton, Chief Transport Officer,
Indian Tea Association, Zubza.

Wilfred Wemyss, Officer in Charge, Refugee
Camp, Kohima.

Miss Ursula Violet Graham Bower, Officer in
Charge, Watch and Ward, N. Cachar Hills.

Awarded the British Empire Medal (Civil
Division): —

Namkia Buing, Assistant to the Officer in
Charge, Watch and Ward, N. Cachar Hills.

Maung Wai, Interpreter, attached to No. I
Indian Field Broadcasting Unit, The Assam
Regiment.

The name of Jack Hines is as now described,
and not as stated in Gazette No. 37022, dated
roth April, 1945, page 1891.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD,

St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
24th April, 1945.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments to the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, for the following awards of
the British Empire Medal, in the Merchant
Navy, and for the publication in the London
Gazette of the names of those specially shown
below as having received an expression of
Commendation for their brave conduct.

To be Additional Officers of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire:—

Captain Alfred Lacey, Master, s.s. '" Hannah
Moller " (Moller's Ltd.).

While the ship was lying at Benghazi, she
was damaged by a near miss during an enemy
aircraft attack. Temporary repairs were
immediately begun but the following night
the vessel was hit by a bomb and badly
damaged. The ship had only a nucleus crew
on board and they made determined efforts to
keep her afloat. During the operations, how-
ever, a strong gale blew up and the ship went
aground and eventually broke her back.

The Master displayed outstanding qualities
of courage and leadership. He did every-
thing in his. power to save the ship, in
circumstances of considerable difficulty and
danger, and set a splendid example to those
who worked with him.

Captain Frank Septimus Thornton, Master,
m.v. " Chinese Prince " (Rio Cape Line
Ltd.).

The m.v. " Malayan Prince " was the
Commodore ship of the first convoy to enter
Tripoli after its capture in the early part of
1943. For about three weeks the ships were
daily subjected to heavy enemy aircraft
attacks but a splendid defence was put up
and the ship was not damaged. While the
convoy was moored to buoys off the port it
was heavily attacked' by aircraft and the
gunfire of the " Malayan Prince " probably
destroyed one of the enemy. It was
imperative to get the ships into harbour for
protection. The " Malayan Prince " was the
first vessel to enter the port in spite of the fact
that there were sunken blockships in the
entrance. Later, fire 'broke out on board,
but, by the combined efforts of the crew, it
was subdued after a day's hard fire-fighting.
After these experiences the Master of the
" Malayan Prince " took command of the
m.v. " Chinese Prince " which, while sailing
in convoy, was heavily attacked by enemy
aircraft. So good was the defence of the
ship, however, that she escaped material
damage.

Captain Thornton, who was in command
of both these ships, showed outstanding
qualities of courage and skill. Many deter-
mined attacks were made by the enemy but
the exceptional organisation and leadership
of the Master always brought his command
through to safety.

To be am Additional Officer of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire:—

Captain Frank Ronald Hunter, Master,
Admiralty Salvage Vessel " Dispenser."


