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more than thirty .places. Throughout this spirited
action, this officer displayed great coolness,
courage and efficiency.

Flight Lieutenant. Joseph Frank THOMAS (Can/J.
7975), R.C.A.F., 424 (R.C.A.F.) Sqn.

This officer has participated in numerous sorties
and has invariably displayed a high degree of skill
and determination. One night in February, 1945,
Flight Lieutenant Thomas piloted an aircraft de-
tailed to attack Bonn. On the outward flight, one
engine became unserviceable. In spite of this,
Flight Lieutenant Thomas completed his mission
successfully. He set a fine example of devotion
to duty.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Martin Adam KILPATRICK
(N.Z.42i9ig); R.N.Z.A.F., 75 (N.Z.) Sqn.

As pilot and captain of aircraft this officer has
participated in many sorties against enemy targets.
He has at all times displayed the highest standard
of devotion to duty and has invariably pressed
home his attacks with the greatest vigour. In
February, 1945, he took part in an attack against
a target at Osterfeld. During the run-in, Flight
Lieutenant Kilpatrick's aircraft was hit in several
places. The .propeller of the port outer engine
had to be feathered. The starboard inner engine
also began to give trouble. Despite this, Flight
Lieutenant Kilpatrick maintained a straight run
to execute a good attack which was proved by
the photograph he secured. Soon after leaving the
target, the defective starboard engine had to be
put out of action. The loss of engine power
caused considerable loss of height but this resolute
pilot flew to base and landed safely. Flight
Lieutenant Kilpatrick set a splendid example of
skill, coolness and devotion to duty throughout.

Flying Officer Frank Dennis BAXTER (Can/7.27670),
R.C.A.F., 432 (R.C.A.F.) Sqn.

One night in December, 1944, Flying Officer
Baxter was captain of an aircraft detailed to attack
Troisdorf. On the return flight the aircraft was hit
by anti-aircralt fire and two engines were rendered
unserviceable. In spite of this, and although
deprived of the full services of his navigator who
was severely wounded, Flying Officer Baxter was
determined, if at all -possible, to bring his damaged
aircraft to base. That he succeeded in so doing
is a splendid, tribute to his outstanding skill and
courage. This officer set a magnificent example
of devotion to duty.

Flying Officer Peter Norman EWING (Aus.4o6523),
R.A.A.F., 45 Sqn.

This officer is an exceptionally able and
resolute pilot. He has completed more than 100
sorties, including many low level attacks on
various enemy targets. Throughout, he has shown
the greatest determination to inflict loss on the
enemy and has set a fine example to all.' On a
recent occasion, in an attack on an enemy air-
field, Flying Officer Ewing was wounded in the
hand, arm and body. Despite this, he completed
his attack and afterwards flew back to base.

Flying Officer Joseph Leandre Marie Louis Fernand
RANCOURT (Can/J. 22884), R.C.A.F., 404
(R.C.A.F.) Sqn. " * *

This officer has taken part in many successful
attacks on enemy shipping and throughout has
displayed the greatest courage and determination.
On one occasion in March, 1944, he piloted one
of a formation which attacked a heavily escorted
enemy liner. In spite of fierce anti-aircraft fire
and much fighter opposition, Flying Officer
Rancourt pressed home his attack with his usual
determination. After turning away from the
target he engaged one of the enemy fighters and
shot it down. On this notable sortie, Flying
Officer Rancourt displayed courage and skill of
a high order.

Flying Officer Milton Steve WICKES (Aus.4i7733),
R.A.A.F., 463 (R.A.A.F.) Sqn.

One night in February, 1945, this officer was
pilot and captain of an aircraft detailed to attack
a synthetic oil refinery at Pohtz. When approach-
ing the target the bomber was struck by bullets
from a fighter. 'The port inner engine was put
out of action, the fuselage and tailplane were
damaged, the hydraulic gear was rendered
•unserviceable, whilst one of the petrol tanks
caught fire. In spite of this. Flying Officer Wickes
manoeuvred well and enabled his gunners to

engage the attacker which was shot down.
Flames were issuing from the port wing of the
damaged bomber as Flying Officer Wickes com-
pleted his bombing run. Immediately after,
another fighter attempted to close in but it was
driven off. The flames died down and Flying
Officer Wickes decided to attempt to fly his badly
damaged aircraft home. Displaying great skill and
resolution he reached an -airfield ,in this country
and effected a safe landing. In harassing and
dangerous circumstances, this officer displayed
coolness, courage and devotion to duty of a high
order.

Acting Flying Officer James Arthur Gordon BECK
(Aus-408434), R.A.A.F., 186 Sqn.

In February, 1945, this officer piloted an aircraft
detailed to attack Wesel. On the take-off run the
tyre on the starboard wheel burst, causing the
axle to drag along the runway and break up. The
starboard wing dropped and the aircraft swung
wildly. Flying Officer Beck succeeded in straighten-
ing the aircraft. In gaining height he narrowly
missed a hangar. -After much difficulty the part
of the undercarriage which had not been ripped
away was retracted and Flying Officer Beck went
on to the target and bombed it. On reaching an
airfield in this country after completing his mission
he executed a masterly landing with the under-
carriage retracted. This officer has completed
numerous sorties and has invariably displayed the
highest standard of skill and resolution. He is an
excellent captain whose fine qualities have been
well reflected in .the operational efficiency of his

Pilot Officer Norman William Trevor BEETHAM
(N.Z.412190), R.N.Z.A.F., 524 Sqn.

This officer has completed numerous sorties on
iris second tour of operational duty. He is a highly
efficient pilot and a resolute captain, whose keen-
ness to engage the enemy has set a fine example.
He has participated in a number of attacks on enemy
shipping. On one occasion. Pilot Officer Beetham
took part in an attack against a heavily defended
convoy. In the run in, intense anti-aircraft fire
was encountered. Although his aircraft was hit in
several places, Pilot Officer Beetham pressed home
his attack and afterwards flew the damaged air-
craft to base. In February, 1945, this officer flew
with great distinction in an attack against 3
E.boats. His successes are an excellent testimony
to his great skill, courage and tenacity.

Pilot Officer William David CORBETT (Can/J.88248),
R.C.A.F., 425 (R.C.A.F.) Sqn.

One night in February, 1945, Pilot Officer
Corbett piloted an aircraft detailed to attack
Mainz. On the outward journey the port outer
engine .became unserviceable. Undeterred, Pilot
Officer Corbett continued to the target and executed
a successful attack. On the return flight the star-
board inner engine showed signs of over-heating.
Nevertheless, skilfully using the defective engine,
Pilot Officer Corbett flew the aircraft safely to an
airfield in England. This officer has proved
himself to toe an excellent captain and has set a
fine example to all.

Pilot Officer John James Vladimir GLAZEBROOK
(184680), (R.A.F.V.(R., 206 Sqn.

One night recently, this officer was pilot and
captain of an aircraft detailed for a sortie. Whilst
over the Baltic he engaged an enemy merchant

• vessel and pressed home a good attack from a low
level. Shortly afterwards, he went into the attack
against a force of 5 U-boats escorted by a surface
naval vessel. His first run in was abortive owing
to a last minute mechanical failure. Although he
had lost the element of surprise, Flight Lieutenant
Glazebrook returned to the attack. In spite of
considerable anti-aircraft fire from all the vessels,
this resolute pilot released his depth charges on
one of the U-bpats. He showed coolness, courage
and determination of a high order.

Pilot Officer Henry Arthur HOSIER (188132),
R.A.F.V.R., 235 Sqn.

This officer has completed a notable tour of
operational duty and throughout has displayed the
greatest keenness. He is a highly competent and
fearless navigator whose excellent work has con-
tributed materially to the success of many of the
operations in which he has taken .part. In the
course of these sorties, Pilot Officer Hosier has
assisted in the destruction of 3 enemy aircraft.


