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failure or allowed it to enter the minds of his
men. In the words of one of his non-
commissioned officers, " We knew at one
stage that it was going to be a fight to a
finish but he was so cool about it, it was
impossible for us to get excited ". Since all
the officers under his command were either
killed or wounded during the action, Major
Gurrie had virtually no respite from his
duties and in fact obtained only one hour's
sleep during the entire period. Nevertheless
he did not permit his fatigue to become
apparent to his troops and throughout the
action took every opportunity to visit
weapon pits and other defensive posts to
taflk to his men, to advise them as to the

best use of their weapons and to cheer them
with words of encouragement. When his
force was finally relieved and he was satisfied
that the turnover was complete he fell asleep
on his feet and collapsed.

There can be no doubt that the success of
the attack on and stand against the enemy
at St. Lambert sur Dives can largely be
attributed to this officer's coolness, inspired
leadership and. skilful use of the limited
weapons at his disposal.

The courage and devotion to duty shown
by Major Currie during a prolonged period
of heavy fighting were outstanding and had
a far-reaching effect on the successful out-
come of the battle.
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