
. 36690

SECOND SUPPLEMENT
T O . . .

The London Gazette
Of TUESDAY, the $th of SEPTEMBER, 1944

by
Registered as a newspaper

THURSDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER, 1944

War Office, jth September, 1944.
The KING has been graciously pleased to

approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to: —
No. 2657545 Warrant Officer Class II (Com-

pany Sergeant-Major) Peter Harold Wright,
Coldstream Guards (Wenhaston, Suffolk).

In Italy on the 25th September, 1943, the
3rd Battalion, Coldstream Guards, attacked
the Pagliarolli feature, a steep wooded hill
near Salerno. Before it reached the crest the
right hand company was held up by heavy
spandau and mortar fire and all the officers
had 'become casualties.

C.S.M. Wright, seeing that his company
was held up, went forward to1 see what could
be done. Finding that there were no officers
left he immediately took charge and crawled
forward by himself to see what the opposition
was. He returned with the information that
three spandau posts were holding them up.
He collected a section and put it into a posi-
tion where it could give covering fire. Single-
handed he then attacked each post in turn
with hand grenades and bayonet and silenced
each one. He then led the company on to the
crest but realised that the enemy fire made
this position untenable. C.S.M. Wright
therefore led them a short way down the hill
and up on to the objective from a different
direction.

Entirely regardless of enemy fire, which
was very heavy, C.S.M. Wright then re-
organised what was left of the company and
placed them into position to consolidate the
objective.

Soon afterwards" the. enemy launched a
counter-attack which was successfully beaten
off. Later, with complete disregard of heavy
enemy shell-fire on the area of company
headquarters and the reverse slopes of the
hill and of machine-gun fire from the com-
manding slopes on the left flank of the posi-
tion, he brought up extra ammunition and
distributed it to the company.

It is due to this Warrant Officer's superb
disregard of the enemy's fire, his magnificent
leadership and his outstanding heroism
throughout the action that his 'battalion suc-
ceeded in capturing and maintaining its hold
on this very important objective.

The KING having been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to C.S.M. Wright, the award of the Distin-
guished Conduct Medal for the same acts of
gallantry, announced in the London Gazette of
the 27th January, 1944 (No. 36349),
cancelled.

is

War Office, yth September, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to: —

No. 78763 Rifleman Ganju Lama, 7th Gurkha
Rifles, Indian Army.

In Burma, on the morning of tne I2th
June, 1944, the enemy put down an intense
artillery barrage lasting an hour on our
positions north of the village of Ningthouk-
hong. This heavy artillery fire knocked out
several bunkers and caused heavy casualties,
and was immediately followed by a very
strong enemy attack supported by five
medium tanks. After fierce hand to hand
fighting, the perimeter was driven in in one
place and enemy infantry, supported by
three .medium tanks, broke through,, pinning
our troops to the ground with intense fire.

" B " Company, 7th G.urkha Rifles, was
ordered to counter-attack and restore the
situation. Shortly after passing the starting
line it came under heavy enemy medium
machine-gun and tank machine-gun fire at
point blank range, which covered all lines
of approach. Rifleman Ganju Lama, the
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No. I of the P.I.A.T. gun-, on-hisbown initia- .
tive, with great coolness and. "complete'dis-'"
regard for his "own safety, crawled1 forward
and engaged the tanks singlefhanded.* In
spite of a broken left wrist and' two. other
wounds, one in his right hand and one in his
leg, caused by withering cross 'fire concen-
trated upon him, Rifleman Ganju Lama
succeeded in bringing his gun into 'action
within thirty yards of the enemy tanks and-
knocked out first one and then another, the
third tank being destroyed by an anti-tank
gun. . •

In spite of his serious wounds, he then
moved forward and engaged with grenades
the tank crews, who now attempted to

escape. Not until he had killed or wounded
"' them all, thus enabling his company lo push
" forward, did he allow himself to be taken

- back to the Regimental Aid Post to have his
.wounds dressed.

Throughout this action Rifleman Ganju
'.Lama, although very seriously wounded,

showed a complete disregard for his own
personal safety, outstanding devotion to duty
and a determination to destroy the enemy
which was an example and an inspiration to
all ranks. It was solely due to his prompt

t action and -brave conduct that a most critical
situation was averted, all positions regained
and very heavy casualties inflicted on the
enemy.
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