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The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the followitg awatds ih recoghition of gallantty dis-
played in flying operations against the énemy:—

Second BaF 1o Distinguwithed Seérvice Ovder.

Wiﬁg3 Cofimander Geoffrey Leobird Cursmire,
D30, DF.C. (7202i), Royal Aif Force, No. 617
Sqiiadron. i :

This officer has commanded the squadron with
notable success.  Within. recent months he has
pafticipated in many abtacks 6n targets of vital
importance to the enemy and the successes ob-
taihed are an #éxcellent tribute to his outstanding
tactical ability, great eourage and iton -deterrnina-
tion. He is a splendid leader, whose personal
example and untiring efforts have contributed in
a large measure to the high standard of efficiency
and fine fighting qualities of the squadron he
‘commands.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Wing Coininandes John Ratburn Baimer, O.B.E.
(Aus.68), Royal Australian Air Foice, No. 467
(R.A.A.F.) Squadron.

This officer has completed a varied tour of
operations and throughout has displayed great
skill and devotion to duty. He is a4 most efficient
sgiadroh commander, Whose kethness and zeal
have set a fine exaiiiple. ‘

Acting Wing Comidantder Anthony Wilkinson
HewakD, A¥:C. (39044), Reserve of Aif Force
Officess, No. s0 Sguadion.

. This officér has completed- htimetous sorties, in-

volviig attacks sn Such targets 4% Betlin, Hanover

and Frankfort, Hé has invatiably displayed a

high degree of skill atd ‘cohrage and his determina-
tioh to enSiiYe success hus beenr highly commend-
ablé. Wing Cotithander Hewatd has devoted
tuch of his skill atid enefgy i the training of
othér menibers of the sgquadron with -excellent
results. His leadership has inspired all.

Acting Squadron Leader Albert Marxianp, D.F.M.
(101028), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 78 Squadroa. o

_This offiter has completed a very large number
of sorties, most of which have been against the
enemy’s heavily defended targets.  He is a gallant
arid determined leader, whose sterling qualitiés
have been reflected in the Wmi}} of his flight which
has achieved much .success. His record is wotthy
of high praise. ,

Flight Lietitenant Anthony' James WOODRUFF
(102956), Royal Air Force Voluiiteer Reserve,
No. i5 j oh., - T

Flight Lieutenant Woodruff 'has completed a
very la‘.rge number of sorties, involvihg attacks
on a wide vatiety of tatgets. He is a keen and
capable gunner, whose Eoolness and conpfidence in
the face of the enemy, has wobh-much praise.
Latterly, Flight Lieutenant Woodruff has partici-
pated in mafly sorties over Germany including
attacks on such targets as Berlin, -Schweinfurt,

“Augsburg and Stuttgart. He has readered; most
valuable setvice. . ) . L

Acting Flight Liedténant Bonald Frank CoONSTABLE
{Aus¢.469383), Royal Australian Air Force, No. 78
Squadrof. ‘ : : '

One night in March, 1044, this officer was the
ilot of ah aircraft detiiled to attack” Stutfgart.

n the dutward flight the aircraft was attacked '
by a fghtér and sustaited damage. *, Undeterred,
Flight Lieutenant Constable contifined to the
target and pressed home 3 détermined attack.
Oh many other occasiotis, Flighit Iﬁé‘ut'epaht Con-
stable has displayed his fine ‘fighting qualities,

setting an example "Worthy of emulation. e, is
an efficient and ‘anderstindinf taptain Whose
courage and coolness in the facé of the enemy
have been itispitihg. '

Acting Flight Licutenant Robert .Aundley Patrick

Herbert Durrox (118476), Roval Air TForce
Volunteer - Reserve, No. 259 Squadron. .

Flying Officet Frank Seppon {Aus.408759), Royal
Australian Air Fotce, No. 259 'qug.d?b‘n.

These officers -were captain and navigator re-
spectivelyy of an aircraft on retomnaissance patrol
which sighted an enemy blockade runmei or supply
ship.  In spite of adverse weather the s}xip_ was
shadowed , until it was kdown thht naval, forces
"were approaching. Afterwards, Flight Lieutendnt
Dutton and Flying Officer Seddon made contact
with these forces and giided .them to the opera-
tional Zone and. the enemy ' vessel. was subse-
quently attacked and.destroyed. Om this difficult
and arduous sortie these officers displayed a high
degree of gkill-and fortitude and their efforts con-
tributed in a large meastire.to the -sutcess obtained.
They have completed ‘very many. sortiés and have
displayed outstanding devetich tq -duty.

Acting Flight Lieuteénant : Fortest Guy Lorb
"(Cany¥:4883), Royal Catiadian Air Fdree, No. 428
%R‘-.C.K.F.’) Squadron.” L o
* This officer has set a finé. example: of skill dnd
.détermination, gualitiés which he has ‘amply



