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Air Ministry, yd March, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards in recognition of gallantry dis-
played in flying operations against the enemy: —

Second Bar to Distinguished Service Order.
-Wing Commander John CUNNINGHAM, D.S.O., D.F.C.

(90216), Auxiliary Air Force, No. 85 Squadron.
Within a recent period Wing Commander

. Cunningham has destroyed three more hostile air-
craft and his last success on the night of 2nd
January, 1944, brings his total victories to 20,
all with the exception of one being obtained at
night. He is a magnificent leader, whose ex:
ceptional ability and wide knowledge of every
aspect of night flying has contributed in a large
measure to the rfigh standard of operational
efficiency of his squadron which has destroyed a
very large number of enemy aircraft. His iron
determination and unswerving devotion to duty

• have 'set an 'example beyond praise.

Distinguished Service Order.
Acting Wing Commander Leo Vernon HARCOURT,

D.F.C. (45802), Royal Air Force, No. 7 Squadron.
Since being awarded the Distinguished Flying

Cross, this officer has participated in very many
attacks on targets in Germany, including several
against Berlin. Throughout these operations.
Wing Commander Harcourt has displayed great

. skill and courage in pressing home his attacks and
has achieved much success. He is a most efficient
flight commander whose loyal and devoted service
has been worthy of the highest praise.

Acting 'Wing Commander Ralph Erskine YOUNG,
D.F.C. (44659), Royal Air Force, No. 7 Squadron.

This officer has completed a very large number
of sorties and has displayed great skill and
determination, qualities which have earned him
many successes. On a recejit occasion, whilst over
Berlin his aircraft was hit by shrapnel. One of
th'e main "tanks was pierced and much petrol was
lost. Nevertheless, -Wing Commander Young dis-
played good judgment and much skill in using the
engines to coriserve the petrol available and thus
succeeded in reaching England. He is a fearless
captain whose example has inspired all.

Bar to Distinguished Flying -Cross.
Acting Wing Commander Robert Lawrence BOWES,

.: D.F.C. (70072), Reserve" of Air Force Officers,
No. 44 Squadron. .' • ' • . . .

Since- being awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross this officer' has 'completed numerous sorties
over Germany, • including a successful attack on

-Peenemunde. More recently, Wing Commander
Bowes participated in an attack on Berlin which
he attacked with his usual tenacity, although his
aircraft was hit and one engine put out of action.
In spite of the damage sustained, Wing Com-
mander Bowes flew the aircraft to a home-based
airfield near the coast and effected a safe landing.
In addition to his activities in the air, Wing Com-
mander Bowes has devoted much energy towards
the training of other members of the squadron

• "with-excellent results.

Flight Lieutenant Patrick Arthur DOREHILL, D.F.C.
(80207), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 44' Squadron.

This officer has participated in a very large num-
ber of sorties, involving attacks on most of the

' 'heavily defended targets in Germany. Recently,
he took part in an attack on Berlin. Before
reaching the city his aircraft was attacked by a
fighter. Flight Lieutenant Dorehill succeeded in
evading the attacker but the bomber had been
repeatedly hit by cannon fire, which damaged the
fuselage and the tail plane and also put the
hydraulic system out of action. Despite this,
Flight Lieutenant Dorehill continued to the target
which he bombed successfully. On return to base
he effected a masterly crash-landing. He displayed
great skill, courage and determination throughout.

Pilot Officer Douglas Reginald TOOVEY, D.F.C.
(Aus.416632), -Royal Australian Air Force, No. 50
Squadron.

One night in January, 1944, this officer was
the pilot of an aircraft detailed to attack
Magdeburg. When some 50 miles from the target
one of the "starboard engines caught fire and
became useless. In spite of this Pilot Officer

' Toovey continued to the target which he bpmbed
successfully. On the return flight the aircraft
gradually lost height and was hit by anti-aircraft
fire, sustaining damage to the port flap. Never-
theless, Pilot Officer Toovey flew on to base where
he effected a safe landing. This officer .has .com-
pleted a large number of sorties, including 6
attacks on the German capital, and has invariably
displayed a high degree of courage and deter-
mination.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Charles Douglas WJGGIN
(125852), Royal Air Force Volunteer 'Reserve,
No. 44 Squadron. • :

Throughout his tour of operations, which
includes 8 attacks on Berlin, this officer .has set
a fine example of skill, courage and determination.
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During a recent attack on the German capital
his aircraft was badly damaged in a fight with
2 enemy aircraft. Nevertheless, Flight Lieutenant
Wiggin pressed home his bombing attack with
great resolution and afterwards flew the damaged
bomber to base where he executed a perfect crash-
landing, although one of the landing wheels had
been shot away. He is a fine leader whose
example has imbued his crew with great confidence.

Flying Officer Sidney WHITTINGHAM (147501), Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 102 Squadron.

This officer has taken part in a large number
of sorties, including attacks on such well defended
targets as Berlin, Leipzig, Magdeburg and Frank-
furt. He has invariably displayed great courage
and determination and has proved himself to be
a valuable member of aircraft crew. On a recent
occasion, when over Berlin, his aircraft was badly
damaged by a fighter. Although much of his
equipment was lost, Flying Officer Whittingham
navigated the aircraft home with great accuracy.
His skilful work contributed materially to the safe
return of the aircraft.

Plying Officer Alwyn Berximan DOWNING, D.F.M.
(145321), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 600 Squadron.

Pilot Officer John Thomas LYONS, D.F.M. (169487),
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 600
Squadron.

As pilot and observer respectively these officers
have completed very many sorties at night during
•which they have destroyed 12 enemy aircraft, 3 of
which they shot down in one sortie over the
beaches south of Rome one night in January, 1944.
They have displayed great skill and keenness
(throughout and ftheir achievements have won
great praise. y

"Pilot Officer Charles Alfred KIRKHA'M, D.F.M.
(160939), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 76 Squadron.

This officer is a most determined captain, whose
fine fighting spirit has been well evident in
numerous encounters with enemy fighters. On a

• recent occasion, during the outward flight to Mann-
heim, a fighter was observed flying on a parallel
course. Pilot Officer Kirkham promptly went into
the attack and, manoeuvring with great skill, he
presented his gunners with an opportunity to fire
effectively at the enemy aircraft, causing it to
burst into flames and spiral to the ground. This

' officer has completed a large number of sorties
and has invariably displayed commendable

" courage and coolness.

."Warrant Officer Norman PICKLES (534657), Royal Air
Force, No. 284 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Pickles has taken part in a large
• number of air/sea rescue operations during which

he has assisted in rescuing 10 members of aircraft
crew. On one occasion whilst assisting a comrade
from the sea, Warrant Officer Pickles was hit by
machine-gun fire. Although in great pain and

. suffering from shock, he persisted in" his efforts
until the rescue was successfully effected. This
warrant officer has invariably displayed praise-

. worthy courage, determination and devotion to
duty.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

-778973 Flight Sergeant William Henry Charles
COLLINS, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 148 Squadron.

As rear gunner, Flight Sergeant Collins has taken
part in very many sorties and throughout has dis-
played exceptional keenness and efficiency. On
one occasion, in October, 1943, in an operation
which demanded a high degree of skill and courage,
his initiative and competence played a good part
in the success achieved. His exemplary conduct on
all occasions has been most commendable.

33595°8 Flight Sergeant Harold LANGDON, Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 148 Squadron.

As wireless opera tor/air, Flight Sergeant
Langdon has participated in a large number of
sorties and has proved himself to be a cool, skil-
ful and resolute member of aircraft, crew.. In
addition to his work in the air, Flight Sergeant
Langdon has displayed great keenness in devot-
ing his skill towards the training of other members

' of the squadron. He has set a praiseworthy
example.

Air Ministry, yd March, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards: —

Distinguished Service Order.

Acting Wing Commander Archibald Douglas McNeill
BOYD, D.F.C. (72461), Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve, No. 219 Squadron.

Acting Wing Commander Hugh Spencer Lisle
DUNDAS, D.F.C. (91001), Auxiliary Air Force.

Acting Sauadron Leader Leonard Harold BARTLETT
(102959), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
253 Squadron.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Wing Commander Ronald Roumieu THOMSON
(61512), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
114 Squadron.

Acting Squadron Leader Hugh Raymond HARRISON
(110412), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
55 Squadron.

Acting Squadron Leader Donald Frank PERRENS
(47493), Royal Air Force, No. 225 Squadron.

Acting Squadron Leader Alec Paul WHICHER (45609),
Royal Air Force, No. 114 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant James Frederick Charles MELROSE
(106976), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
55 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Valentine George James PHILLIPS
(46925), Royal Air Force, No. 255 Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Ernest Gerald SHEARS (78691),
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 55
Squadron.

Flight Lieutenant Harry Stephen WOODS (104418),
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 145
Squadron.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Harold Wallace CLYNK
(122934), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, NO.
682 Squadron.

Acting Flight Lieutenant James William RYDER
(130793), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
223 Squadron.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Ronald Darby THIRSK
(117600), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
104 Squadron.

Flying Officer Joseph BERRY (118435), Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 255 Squadron.

Flying Officer David Oswald HENDRY (129121), Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 219 Squadron.

Flying Officer Peter Rodney HUMPHREY-BAKER
(124720), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
114 Squadron.

Flying Officer Denis Sydney POLLARD (157153).
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 255
Squadron.

Flying Officer Charles John ROGERS (126529), Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 37 Squadron.

Flying Officer Colin William Carstairs TURNER
(156453), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No.
223 Squadron.

Flving Officer Ian WATSON (128549), Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 255 Squadron.

Pilot Officer Edward John DENNIS (169417), Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 104 Squadron.

Warrant Officer William Muir ANDERSON (776068),
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 18
Squadron.

Warrant Officer Gordon White POTTER (1190420),
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 223
Squadron.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

655O93 Flight Sergeant John Thomas Richard
BURKE, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 70 Squadron.

1431061 Flight Sergeant Fred SIMPSON, Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 683 Squadron.

1219708 Sergeant Arthur CALVERT, Royal Air Force-
Volunteer Reserve, No. 37 Squadron.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Squadron Leader Harry StanclifE SMITH
(Aus.4ii7i7), No. 683 Squadron.

Flying Officer Alexander Gordon Barrett BLUMER
(Aus.4ii733), No. 601 Squadron.
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Warrant Officer John Thomas BYRNE (Aus-40i2O3),
No. 223 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Anthony Joffre MARTIN (Aus.411505),
No. 682 Squadron.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE.
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Ronald Henry STRINGER
(Can/J.9653), No. 223 Squadron.

Flying Officer Wilmer Harry REID (Can/J. 16290),
No. 43 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Arthur Joseph Charles MOWER
(Can/R.74757), No. 223 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Jean Fernand RACETTE
(Can/R. 108311), No. 37 Squadron.

ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE.
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Flying Officer Neal Aubrey WARD (N.7.401034),
No. 490 (R.N.Z.A.F.) Squadron.

Pilot Officer Samuel John FOURNEAU (N.7.412674),
No. 450 (R.A.A.F.) Squadron.

SOUTH AFRICAN AIR FORCE.
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Major Alan Edward HALSE (IO3I57V), No. 24
(S.A.A.F.) Squadron.

Major Anthonie Christoffel SMIT (IO2&58V), No. 21
(S.A.A.F.) Squadron:

Captain Arthur HIGGS (6667iV), No. i (S.A.A.F.)
Squadron.

Captain Geoffrey HILTON-BARBER (103945V), No. 2
(S.A.A.F.) Squadron.

Captain Kenneth Edward KERSWIL-L (io28i7V),
No. 24 (S.A.A.F.) Squadron.

Captain Kenneth Cunningham WHYTE (IO3469V),
No. 5 (S.A.A.F.) Squadron.

Lieutenant Arthur Terence LARKIN (6i34V), No. 24
(S.A.A.F.). Squadron.
The above awards are in recognition of gallantry

and devotion to duty in the execution of air
operations.

AMENDMENT.
In notification of I4th January, 1944 (mentions in

despatches) (p. 305, col. i), Corporals delete
" 891580 G. R. NOBLE " (p. 310, col. i) after
" 441454 P. NEWCOMBE " insert " £91580 G. R.
NOBLE ".
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