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War Office, y*th September, 1943.
The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to: —
No. 6816 Haviidar Gaje Ghale, 5th Royal
Gurkha Rifles (Frontier Force), Indian Army.
In order to stop an advance into the Chin
Hills of greatly superior Japanese forces it
was essential to capture Basha East hill which
was the key to the enemy position.
Two assaults had failed but a third assault
was ordered to be carried out by two platoons
of Haviidar Gaje Ghale's company and two
companies of another battalion.
Haviidar Gaje Ghale .was in command of
one platoon: he had never been under fire
before and the platoon consisted of young
soldiers.
The approach for this platoon to their
objective was along a narrow knife-edge with
precipitous sides and bare of jungle whereas
the enemy positions were well concealed.. In
places, the approach was no more than five
yards wide and was covered by a dozen
machine guns besides being subjected to
artillery and mortar fire from the reverse
slope of the hill.
While preparing for the attack the platoon
came under heavy mortar fire but Haviidar
Gaje Ghale rallied them and led them forward.
Approaching to close range of the wellentrenched enemy, the platoon came under
• withering fire and this. N.C.O. was wounded
in the arm, chest and leg by an enemy hand
grenade.
Without pausing to attend to his serious
wounds and with no heed to the intensive fire
from all sides, Haviidar Gaje Ghale closed
his men and led them to close grips with the
enemy when a bitter hand to hand struggle
ensued.
Haviidar Gaje Ghale dominated the fight
by his outstanding example of dauntless
courage and superb leadership. Hurling hand
grenades, covered in • blood from his

neglected wounds, he led assault after assault
encouraging his platoon by shouting the
Gurkha's battle-cry.
Spurred on by the irresistible will of their
leader to win, the platoon stormed and
carried the hill by a magnificent all out effort
and inflicted very heavy casualties on the
Japanese. '
Haviidar Gaje Ghale then held and consolidated this hard won position under heavy
fire and it was not until the consolidation was
well in hand that he went, refusing help, to
the Regimental Aid Post, when ordered to
do so by an officer.
The courage, determination and leadership
of this N.C.O. under the most trying conditions were beyond all praise.
• War Office, ^oth September, 1943.
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in Burma: —
The Military Cross.
Lieutenant John Gunn (184625), Infantry (Glasgow).
Lieutenant George Cecil Hugh Smith (162303),
Infantry (Skegness, Lines.).
Captain (acting Major) Charles Ferguson Hoey
(71106), The Lincolnshire Regiment (Vancouver
Island, Canada).
Lieutenant Said Shah (I.E.G.3541), i4th Punjab
Regiment, Indian Army.
Captain (temporary Major) Wilfrid Henry Burd
Oldham (52189), 4th Prince of Wales's Own
Gurkha Rifles, Indian Army.
Lieutenant (temporary Captain) Villiers Ebrington
St. George Dennys (1220 I.A.), jth Royal Gurkha
Rifles (Frontier Force), Indian Army.
Thtf. Distinguished Conduct Medal.
No. 2824426 Corporal (acting Sergeant) James
O'Neill, The Seaforth Highlanders (Ross-shire
Buffs, The Duke of Albany's) (Port Glasgow,
Renfrewshire).
No. 4801400 Private Frank Maurice Brown, Army
Catering Corps ^Lincoln).
The Military Medal.
Private William Frederick Nowell Mitchell, Infantry
(Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset).
No. 5836401 Private Leslie Charles Haynes, Th<;
Suffolk Regiment (Newdigate, Surrey).

