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War Office, 2nd October, 1942.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of The VICTORIA CROSS
toi—

Captain (temporary Major) Patrick Anthony
Porteous (73033), Royal Regiment of
Artillery (Fleet, Hants.).

At Dieppe on the 1gth August, 1942, Major
Porteous was detailed to act as Liaison Officer
between the two detachments whose task was
to assault the heavy coast defence guns.

In the initial assault Major Porteous, work-
ing with the smaller of the two detachments,
was shot at close range through the hand,
the bollet passing through his palm and
entering his upper arm. Undaunted, Major
Porteous closed with his assailant, succeeded
in disarming him and killed him with his own
bayonet thereby saving the life of a British
Sergeant on whom the German had turned
his aim.

In the meantime the larger detachment was
held up, and the officer leading this detach-
ment was killed and the Troop Sergeant-
Major fell seriously wounded. Almost im-
mediately afterwards the only other officer
of the detachment was also killed.

Major Porteous, without hesitation and in
the face of a withering fire, dashed across the
open ground to take over the command of
this detachment. Rallying them, he led them
in a charge which carried the German posi-
tion at the point of the bayonet, and was
severely wounded for the second time.
Though shot through the thigh he continued
to the final objective where he eventually
collapsed. from loss of blood after the last of
the guns had been destroyed.

Major Porteous’s most gallant conduct, his
brilliant leadership and tenacious devotion to
a duty which was supplementary to the role
originally assigned to him, was an inspira-
tion to the whole detachment.

Department of National Defence, Ottawa,
2nd October, 1942.
THE CANADIAN ARMY.
The KING has been graciously pleased to

approve the award of The VICTORIA CROSS
to:—

Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Cecil Ingersoll

Merritt, The South Saskatchewan Regiment.

For matchless gallantry and inspiring
leadership whilst commanding his battalion
during the Dieppe raid on the 1gth August,
1942.

From the point of landing, his unit’s
advance had to be made across a bridge in
Pourville which was swept by very heavy
machine-gun, mortar and artillery fire: the
first parties were mostly destroyed and the
bridge thickly covered by their bodies. A
daring lead was required; waving his helmet,
Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt rushed forward
shouting ‘* Come on over! There’s nothing
to worry about here,”

He thus personally led the survivors of at
least four parties in turn across the bridge.
Quickly organizing these, he led them
forward and when held up by enemy pill-
boxes he again headed rushes which suc-
ceeded in clearing them. In one case he

* himself destroyed the occupants of the post

by throwing grenades into it. After several
of his runners became casualties, he himself
kept contact with his different positions.

Although twice wounded Lieutenant-
Colonel Merritt continued to direct the unit’s
operations with great vigour and determina-
tion and while organizing the withdrawal he
stalkedra sniper with a Bren gun and silenced
him. He then coolly gave orders for the
departure and announced his intention to
hold off and *‘ get even with >’ the enemy.
When last seen he was collecting Bren and
Tommy guns and preparing a defensive posi-
tion which successfully covered the with-
drawal from the beach.



