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The Second Engineer took charge of the -

work of relighting ‘the boiler fires and’ Taised -

SUPPLEMENT TO 'THE LONDON GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 1942-

- One of - the passengers, - Nurse - Brown,
showed .great devotion in ‘tending ' ‘three

steam to get the ship under way., The Fourth 3o Engmeer Officers who "had been séverely

Engineer worked with him in “the- ‘stokehold, -
and later did outstanding work. with-a Naval
salvage party. The Chief Officer.and theé -
Second Officer helped the Second*Enginéer +o: ;
raise steam. - They also gave, much help to
the Naval party.

It is due to the courage and devotxon to-
duty of the Master and his Officers_that the-
ship” was saved,_ repalred and sa.11ed to
Alexandria. ' g :

To be an Addmonal Oﬁ cer- of the szl
Division of the Most, Excellent Order of the
British Empire:— .

Captain Herbert Percival, Master

To be an Additional Member of the szl
Division of. the Most Excellént Order of the
British Empire:—

Randall William' _]'ames Hethermgton, Esq .
Chief Officer.

The ship was attacked by aircraft, some - -

“’dive bombing ‘'and some .bombing from high™
.« levels., Thé! Master showed great' skill in
" -avoiding bombs by using full helm after ‘the-~

bombers had squared up.and.started to. dive.. -,
- After 45 minutes a bomb, which burst close ~

_ by, put the steering gear out of action and.
the ship -had ‘to be’stopped: to avoid runhing
ashore.- Through'the good work of- the Chief '

" . Officer"a tapid ¢hange ovei was “made-to' the

~ -after steefing position and the ship'was unider
way -again at' full- speed ‘when* more dive
bombers atfacked. Somie were driven-off by

" - the- ship’s- gutis dnd, tliough others : pressed
thelr attack, the vessel was not hit. . ‘

« The shipiwas saved by the courage, skill

. ,and leadership ofthe Master and -the :Chief -

Officer ‘both - of whom were 1mperturbable

throughout )
To be. -an ' Addmonal Oﬁ‘icer of the Civil

_Division..of the - Most Excellent. Order of the ‘

o Bnhsh Emjm'e—, .; Y
. Capta.m 'W11ham George Todman, Master LSO

.T o " be an Addmonwl Member~ of the szl

. Division. of .the Most: Excellent Order of the ,"

. British. Empirei_— ...
Cecrl' Pa.lmer Esq Chlef Radlo Ofﬁcer .
. The ship: was attacked by. two submarines.

She was torpedoed and, after a grim struggle,.

»: sunk by gunfire.. The ;Master showed -great .
/-courage -~and. :leadetship throughont. : . ;He"

". “fought: his, ship’ with great-skill, -undeterred in
the face of heavy fire, and his ergamsatlon in
getting away the crew was outstanding. .

", "The Chief Radio Officér,’ with great de-

votron to duty, reihaingd at his post under
heavy gunfire, sending out ‘distress messages.
The survivers were picked up. the same day

by a vessel despatched to search in’ response )

.. to the messages sent. -
Tobe. Addztzonal Members of the szl Dwzszon
of the Most "Excellens Order of the ‘British
Em?tre — s .

Norah Mary Brown Passenger (Semor Nursmg . iWilfred. Parkinson, Esq; First rRadlo Ofﬁcer

_..Sister, Colonial Narsing Servrce)
The ship was torpedoed and sank i in. elght

.- minutes. -~ Four ‘boats were Jowered,’ all .on .
board getting safely away. Two boats: with-

- engines- towed the others to a neutral port
which was reached in fivé days

e 2

_' Officet’. ;" -

. ‘burned in an accident on board a few days

] before Two of them died, but her devoted

 care of the third durmg the boat j journey: saved
- his life. . .*

_Stephen O’Keefe, Esq., Second- Officer.

The ship was attacked 4t the entrance to
Tobruk harbour by eight dive bombers. The -
“atmament was in charge of the Second
Officer. He had his guns’ crews at the alert

'f—-and he hrmself,took the Port Hotchkiss on

the-bridge. The' enemy was .driven off by

#" cool and accurate fire. and all ‘their bombs.
‘missed. The efficiency of the ship’s shooting

was - largely due to the intensive training -
given-by the. Second Oﬂicer and his example
was an; inspiration fo all, | . ~

James Robert Pefrie, Esq., ' Chiief Officer..

-:Regmald William Arthur Chff Esq Second

Officer.
The ship was torpedoed and set on ﬁre and
had to be abandoned: The Second Officer
- climbed along outside th€ rails of the buriing
deck to-'reach a damaged and wateilogged -
. *life-boat and- brought her.to the fere partof
..the vessel where twenty-one men were taken
“off, " The Chief' Officer then took charge ‘and .
it was due to his coolness and good leader-
.sh1p i;that .the boat.was kept afloat though
it was dlmost filled with water.”” The twenty-
three survivors were prcked up. after one and -

*.. a half hours,

Eric* Frank. Phll].lps Pojnton, _Esq ., Third
Dunng a Japanese a1r ra1d on an Eastern
harbour, a ‘ship. was” hit,” .The Master of
. another ship sent. ‘his Th1rd Officer "t “find
out it help wis- requrred 'He- ‘was. told tha
',f the magazine' hid “been: burst “opén by the
explosion and was on firé. ~ Mr. .
-at once ‘went in and dragged some’ cordijte -
‘cases ‘out on deck awdy -from thé' flameés. -

“- Altheugh' lafer others-helped 'in pufting out .

- -ithie fire, it .was the Third Officer’s unhesitat-
~ ing courage which prevented ‘d:serious loss. -

Evan Rowlands, Esq., Second:-Officer. =" .-~ °
- ‘The ship - was. torpedoed 'The..'Second
+ ‘Officer took .‘charge 'of- the: starboard ‘boat
Twrth 32 men'in it'and lay.off the ship. The
-.submarine then . .came: .o -:the. -surface,"
-~ 'torpedoed : the ~sh1p agam and she sank .in
K ten minutes. :. %
.+*" Only.:the Second Oﬁ‘icer had any expen-
. ence in the handling of a boat;  but-:they

. managed to ‘run:béfore; the rwind:;in “the

- direction :6f .land. .. The. boat. was -leaking .
““and ‘seas. were: contmually breakmg ‘over ‘the.
sides so that the.rhen:had-to pump and bale -
. -with . buckets. . They sailed for _three. days
.before being plcked up. It was b1tterly cold
"and all sufferéd badly from. frost bite. The
survivors, owe their lives, to the Second
Ofﬁcer s skill and -leadeérship.-

E To ‘be' . an Additional ‘Member of ‘the - Civil

. Division of "the Most. Excellent Order of.
the British Empire:— .

Awarded the British Empwe Medal
.+ = {Ctuil - Division): 2=
Harold Cednck Thurston, Apprentice. '
... The sh1p wag torpedoed and settled: by the
bow untll the fore deck was awash but as

Pomton _—



