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War Office
yd February. 1942.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the award of the VICTORIA CROSS to

Brigadier (acting) John Charles Campbell, D S O ,
MC (13594), Royal Horse Artillery,
in recognition of most conspicuous gallantry and
devotion to duty at Sidi Rezegh on the 2ist and
22nd November, 1941

On the 2ist November Brigadier Campbell was
commanding the troops, including one regiment
of tanks, in the area of Sidi Rezegh ndge and the
aerodrome His small force holding this important
ground was repeatedly attacked by large numbers
of tanks and infantry. Wherever the situation
was most difficult and the fighting hardest he was
to be seen with his forward troops, either on his
feet or in his open car In this car he carried out
several reconnaissances for counter-attacks by his
tanks, whose senior officers had all become
casualties early in the day Standing in his car
with a blue flag, this officer personally formed up
tanks under close and intense fire from all natures
of enemy weapons

On the following day the enemy attacks were
intensified and again Bngadier Campbell was
always in the forefront of the heaviest fighting,
encouraging his troops, staging counter-attacks
with his remaining tanks and personally controlling
the fire of his guns On two occasions he himself
manned a gun to replace casualties During the
final enemy attack on the 22nd November he was
wounded, but continued most actively in the fore-*
most positions, controlling the fire of batteries
which inflicted heavy losses on enemy tanks at
point blank range, and finally acted as loader
to one of the guns himself.

Throughout these two days bis magnificent ex-
ample and his utter disregard of personal danger
were an inspiration to his men and to all who saw
hun His brilliant leadership was the direct cause
of the very heavy casualties inflicted on the
enemy In spite of his wound he refused to be
evacuated and remained with his command, where
his outstanding bravery and consistent determina-
tion had a marked effect in maintaining the
splendid fighting spirit of those under him.

War Office
3rd February, 1942.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the following awards in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in the South West Pacific —

The Indian Distinguished Service Medal

No 1165 Havildar Sham Lai, Indian Artillery
No. 5122 Gunner Balbir Singh, Indian Artillery.

War Office.
yd February, 1942.

REGULAR ARMY.
Col (temp Bng) B W. Key, D.S O , M C.

(905^)1 lad Army, is granted the actg rank of
Mai.-Gen. i4th Jan 1942.

Col. E V Whitby, M B (18165), (late R.A M C ),
having attained the age for retirement, remains
empld and to be supernumerary to estab 29th Dec.
1941. (Substituted for the notifn in the Gazette of
3Oth Dec. 1941.)

Col G E Sampson, D S O (3975), is placed on
h p on account of ill-health. i4th Jan 1942.

Col. G E Sampson, D.S O. (3975), retires on ret.
pay. 4th Feb 1942

Col H M Cadell, O.B E . M.I Mech E. (1271),
retires on ret pay ist Feb. 1942

Col A. J Clifton, O B E. (1338), to be super-
numerary to estab. 3rd Feb. 1942.
CAVALRY.

The undermentioned Lts to be Capts. ist Feb.
1942-—
L G'ds

J. M. Dennis (65372).
RHG.

E A H Legge-Bourke (62555)
ROYAL ARMOURED CORPS.

The undermentioned Lts. to be Capts .—
ist Feb. 1942.—

KDG
A Hellyer (62557).

The Bays
W A B Manger. M C. (62558).
D M Patchett (62559).


