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The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve of awards of the VICTORIA CROSS
to the undermentioned: —
Second-Lieutenant Charles Hazlitt Upham

(8077), New Zealand Military Forces.
During the operations in Crete this officer

performed a series of remarkable exploits,
showing outstanding leadership, tactical skill
and utter indifference to danger.

He commanded a forward platoon in the
attack on MALEME on 22nd May and fought
his way forward for over 3,000 yards un-
supported by any other arms and against a
defence strongly organised in depth. During
this operation his platoon destroyed numer-
ous enemy posts but on three occasions
sections were temporarily held up.

In the first case, under a heavy fire from
a machine gun nest he advanced to close
quarters with pistol and grenades, so
demoralizing the occupants that his section
was able to " mop up " with ease.

Another of his sections was then held up
by two machine guns in a house. He went
in and placed a grenade through a window,
destroying the crew of one machine gun and
several others, the other machine gun being
silenced by the fire of his sections.

In'the third case he crawled to within 15
yards of an M.G. post and killed the gunners
with a grenade.

When his Company withdrew from
MALEME he helped to carry a wounded man
out under fire, and together with another
officer rallied more men together to carry
other wounded men out.

He was then sent to bring in a company
which had become isolated. With a Corporal
he went through enemy territory over 600
yards, killing two Germans on the way,
found the company, and brought it back to
the Battalion's new position. But for this
action it would have been completely cut off.

During the following two days his platoon
occupied an exposed position on forward
slopes and was continuously under fire.
Second Lieutenant Upham was blown over
by one mortar shell, and painfully wounded
by a piece of shrapnel behind the left
shoulder, by another. He disregarded this
wound and remained on duty. He also re-
ceived a bullet in the foot which he later
removed in Egypt.

At GALATOS on 25th May his platoon was
heavily engaged and came under severe
mortar and machine-gun fire. While his
platoon stopped under cover of a ridge
Second-Lieutenant Upham went forward,
observed the enemy and brought the platoon
forward when the Germans advanced. They
killed over 40 with fire and grenades and
forced the remainder to fall back.

When his platoon was ordered to retire he
sent it back under the platoon Serjeant and
he went back to warn other troops that they


