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CENTRAL' CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
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The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments to the Fourth and Fifth Classes of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire;
for the following awards of the Medal of the
said Most Excellent Order, and for the publi-
cation in the London Gazette of the names of
Officers and Men of the Merchant Navy, and
others, specially shown as having received an
expression of Commendation for their brave
conduct:—
To be Additional Officers of the Civil Division

of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire:

Captain William Horace Howden, Master.
Joseph Pesich, Esq., Chief Engineer.

Captain Harrison's ship was badly
damaged, having been torpedoed at night.

The engines were, stopped and the crew
mustered at .boat stations.

Finding that the stokehold and engine room
were intact and that some of the bulkheads
were holding, the Master decided to stay in
his ship, and as soon as it was daylight the
damaged bulkheads were shored.

The engines were then re-started and the
ship reached port under her own steam.

By the coolness and effective leadership of
the Master and the skill and energy of the
Chief Engineer this valuable vessel was
saved.

Captain Sidney Glyn Smith, Master.
Captain Smith's ship picked up an

S.O.S. from a vessel 290 miles away. The
Master altered course and went to the rescue.

. The voyage took two days, and when
they arrived they found that-a German raider
had savagely attacked a British convoy, set-
ting some ships on fire.

Without regard • to their own danger
Captain Smith and his crew steamed to and
fro over an area of fifteen miles until,
after more than fifteen hours, they had
picked up ninety-two survivors, some
of them wounded and burned. It was
then dark and blowing a full gale and the
Master brought his ship back on to her
course, landed the whole party and saw that
the wounded were taken to hospital. Captain
Smith showed great courage, skill and
persistence. .. .

Captain George Henry 'Sperice, Master.
Since the first day of the war Captain

Spence's vessel has been in continuous ser-
vice. Captain Spence has gone to the assist-
ance of many ships. His example has been
an inspiration to all.


