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John Gavin, Lorry Driver, Paddington.

During an air raid an Incendiary Bomb
dropped through a roof into a yard where
there were six motor lorries and a quantity of
miscellaneous goods, such as furniture, waste
paper and rags. The bomb fell into the body
of one of the lorries, which was fully laden
with furniture and waste paper and imme-
diately caught fire.

Arthur Mitchell, a voluntary Air Raid
Warden went to the yard and immediately
rendered assistance with the stirrup pump.

John Gavin, who lives near by, then
appeared on the scene. By this time the
lorry was blazing and there was considerable
danger to the other goods in the yard. Gavin
realising this, with commendable promptitude
jumped into the driver's seat of the lorry in
order to move it forward away from the
goods. The ignition key had however been
hidden. This was obtained by Mitchell who
jumped into the lorry beside Gavin, inserted
the key and started the engine. Gavin then
drove the vehicle forward a few yards and
a fresh attempt was made by himself and
Mitchell to extinguish the fire, but they were
unsuccessful. Smoke and flames were then
all around the driver's cabin, when Gavin
again mounted the lorry and drove it out
into the street. The yard was narrow, full
of goods, and difficult to negotiate, and
Mitchell assisted the driver by giving direc-
tions. The fire brigade eventually arrived
and extinguished the blaze after considerable
damage had been done to the lorry and
contents. No damage had been caused to
the goods in the yard or adjoining buildings,
and no personal injury sustained.

The yard in question is situated in a thickly
populated district and owing to the nature
and quantity of goods therein, if the blazing
lorry had been allowed to remain there a
serious fire might have been caused. Gavin,
in driving the vehicle, exposed himself to the
risk of serious injury and both his conduct
and that of Mitchell who rendered all assist-
ance was highly meritorious.

Thomas Lee, Millwright, Coventry.

Thomas Lee, a civilian, was engaged in
assisting 'Rescue Squads working to extricate
nine persons trapped in a shelter at the rear
of some damaged houses which had received
a direct hit by a high explosive bomb.

Lee exerted his strength to the utmost for
over two hours in raising heavy blocks of
concrete pinning down a woman, and it was
mainly through his efforts that she was ulti-
mately released. His work with tools and
even his hands was outstanding in every way.

Without regard for himself he got down
underneath a mass of very heavy solid con-
crete blocks and large weighty pieces of
masonry, and for two hours heaved and lifted
under dangerous conditions with the almost
certain probability that the materials would
shift: had this happened he would either
have been killed or seriously injured. He
took everything out of himself and showed
complete indifference to danger in performing
his work. There was an added danger in the
form of an unexploded bomb only about 50
yards away.

B. J, Lewis, "|
Chargeman of Fitters, [ H.M.

Frank Mallia, [ Dockyard, Malta.
Chargeman of Labourers J

'During an enemy air raid on the area of
' the Corradine a bomb scattered splinters and

debris dangerously near to a gun and its
j crew, one of; the crew being killed. To pro-
's tect the equipment from further damage

volunteers were called for to erect round it
splinter plates, weighing three-quarters of a
ton each. Lewis and Mallia volunteered
immediately for this service and Mallia's ex-
emplary coolness and his leadership
inspired his gang to undertake the task.

"*" On the following day these men and their
gangs undertook the transport and re-erection
of a gun, a task which in normal times would
have taken fully four days using all available
daylight. They did it in five days and
three hours in spite of frequent aerial bom-

. bardments, with no protection beyond their
steel helmets.

Frederick Mason, Leader, A.R.P. Rescue
Squad, Coventry.

Albert Seam, Deputy Leader, A.R.P. Rescue
Squad, Coventry.

Seam and Mason were engaged in en-
deavouring to release a woman and two men
trapped in the basement of a house which
had been demolished by a high explosive
bomb.

The only means of access was by digging
under the debris into the basement, making a
tunnel in the loose material about two feet
from the ground.

When Searn and Mason commenced to
make an opening in the debris, it began to
shift and they fixed some pieces of zinc as
shoring, the only thing readily available. The
weight of the debris was many tons. After
making the small tunnel and getting out with
their hands a quantity of loose bricks, rubble
and so forth, Searn and Mason each in turn
repeatedly crawled through the tunnel out of
sight working for about two hours under the
most dangerous conditions with a total dis-
regard for their own safety and at great risk,
persevering until the two trapped men were
reached and released and brought safely out.

Leonard Matthews, Leader, A.R.P. Stretcher
Party, Surbiton.

Immediately after the dropping of high
explosive bombs it was learned that a man
was trapped beneath the wreckage of two
houses. He was located as being underneath
debris immediately adjoining the party wall
of another house which was in immediate
danger of collapse and was, in fact, slightly
moving the whole of the time that the follow-
ing rescue operations were carried out.

Matthews forced an entry through the base
of the debris and dug for himself a tunnel by
which to reach the trapped man. Having
made contact with the man he then proceeded
to prop up the debris from the underside,
gradually making a chamber large enough
for him to move the man. He then propped
up the tunnel by which he had entered and
was successful in getting the man to safety.
During the whole of this time Matthews' own


