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are in accord with the Will of God, and a
motive which will constrain us constantly to
live for their fulfilment. It must and will
accordingly remain our primary task as
Bishops and Clergy of the Church in England
to declare to Your Majesty's subjects the reality,
the power and the love of God; t/o discern
and to interpret as best we may His beneficent
purpose for mankind; and to seek ourselves to
walk and to invite others to walk humbly in
the august companionship of Our Saviour
Christ. We are confident that Your Majesty
shares our belief that this endeavour, to which
we are committed is intensely relevant to the
necessities of the present time; and Your
Majesty has shown in various ways how con-
stant and how high is your regard for the
work of the Christian Ministry among the
peoples of your Realm and Empire.

Finally, we are glad to be able to assure
Your Majesty that the recent Lambeth Con-
ference, whose members Your Majesty so
graciously received, drew still closer the
manifold ties which unite the Anglican Com-
munion throughout the world; and that, at
home and oversea, the movement towards
Reunion among Christian people continues to
gain strength and force. The goal of full
Christian Reunion and the achievement of a
true community of Nations are not uncon-
nected. They may still be far distant." But
it is much if, God helping us, we can feel
that, however painfully, we move, in divers
manners, towards them both.

We would conclude, as always, with the
.humble prayer that the blessing of Almighty
God may continue to rest upon Your Majesty,
upon our gracious Queen, and upon every
member of the Royal House.

To which Address His Majesty was pleased
to return the following gracious answer:—

It gives me much satisfaction to receive this
loyal and dutiful Address from the Convoca-
tion of Canterbury,. and to know that I have
their sympathy and support in the tasks con-
fronting me and my Ministers at the present
time.

I share to the full the fervent hope and
prayer of the Archbishop, Bishops and Clergy
of the Province of Canterbury for the success
of the Disarmament Conference at Geneva. I
am confident that my Governments throughout
the British Commonwealth will exert them-
selves to the uttermost to secure the largest
possible measure of general disarmament, and
their endeavours will be greatly assisted by
your whole-hearted support and by your
prayers.

While every Nation, as you truly say, must
work out its own restoration to prosperity,
this duty need not conflict with obligations
towards fellow members of the Community of
Nations. The well-being of the world and the
well-being of our own country depend on the
same causes and are inseparable.

In this present crisis the Church has not
only a great task but also a great opportunity.
It is encouraging that the Bishops and
Clergy fully realise this and are resolved to
do their best to bring the eternal truths of
Christianity to bear upon the practical
problems and duties of a difficult time.

Eighteen months ago I had the pleasure of
meeting the Members of the Lambeth Con-
ference. I rejoice to know that their delibera-
tions have been fruitful in promoting the
unity of the Anglican Churches, and that the
great cause of the Reunion of Christendom
continues to progress. I believe, as you do,
that the Reunion of Christian Peoples and the
achievement of a true community of Nations
derive their inspiration from a common
source, and I share your hope and prayer that
we may perform our part in the realisation of
these high ideals.

May the Blessing of God rest upon the
deliberations of the Convocation of Canter-
bury and upon all their labours for the well-
being of the Church of Christ and of the
people of my Realm.

CONVOCATION OF YORK.
To THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY.

We, Your Majesty's loyal and faithful
subjects, the Archbishop, Bishops and Clergy
of the Province of York in Convocation
assembled, approach Your Majesty with the
dutiful assurance of our devotion to Your
Majesty's throne and person.

On the last occasion when it was our privilege
thus to approach Your Majesty we recorded
our gratitude that it had pleased Almighty
God to restore Your Majesty to health and to
the service of Your people after the long and
grievous illness which had elicited from Your
Majesty's subjects in all parts of the world
an anxiety both deep and affectionate. We
desire now to express our thankfulness that
the vigour so restored has been so fully main-
tained as to enable Your Majesty to win in even
greater measure the devotion and confidence
of the British people by the wisdom of Your
rule and example of self-sacrifice for the
common good which Your Majesty has con-
spicuously given.

As we enter upon our deliberations and
labours for the Church in a new Convocation
we are deeply conscious of the anxieties which
beset our country and all other countries. We
pray that God will be pleased to guide with'
His Holy Spirit those who in our own and
other nations are responsible for the formation
of policy, so that by their efforts prosperity
may be restored and peace with righteousness
be more firmly established. Especially at this
moment our prayers are offered on behalf of
the Conference on Disarmament shortly to
assemble in Geneva, that it may be enabled to
increase among the nations of the world justice,
security, confidence and good-will.

We inaugurated the new year with an act
of national intercession in which men and
women of all religious persuasions took part,
and we await what it may bring with calm
trust in Divine Providence. We are confident
that the British people are determined so to
fulfil with stedfast courage their difficult duty
that they and their fellow-subjects in every
part of Your Majesty's dominions may be
united in loyalty and good-will, and to do or


