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dauntless handling of these difficulties is
achieving results. Already the coal industry
of the North and the shipbuilding of the Tyne
appear to be emerging from the depression.

I trust that this day may be the beginning of
a new era of prosperity and that God's
Blessing may ever rest upon your City.

In asking His Majesty to open the new Tyne
Bridge the Lord Mayor of Newcastle upon
Tyne said: —

MAY IT PLEASE YOUB MAJESTIES :
The development of Tyneside by the utilisa-

tion of its natural resources, with the help of
the Tyne Improvement Commissioners, who
have transformed our Kiver into one of the
leading Ports in Your Majesty's Kingdom, has
called for increased transport facilities, and
for forty years it has been realised that another
Bridge was necessary; and that need has been
intensified in recent years by the increase in
motor traffic.

It would not have been possible to realise
our ambition without the aid of Your
Majesty's Government and we desire to
acknowledge gratefully the assistance given by
Your Majesty's Minister of Transport and the
National ^Treasury.

Tyne Bridge is one of the latest triumphs, of
bridge building, being the largest single span
Bridge in Europe, and we desire to express
our appreciation of the Engineers' skilful
design and the Contractors' ability.

The satisfaction which we feel on the com-
pletion of this design is enhanced by the
presence of Your Majesty with Her Gracious
Majesty the Queen at to-day's Ceremony.

Our District is passing through a period of
great industrial depression, but the building
of the Bridge and the promotion of a large
Industrial Exhibition to be held here next
year give evidence of our faith that the
present gloom will soon be dispelled.

I have pleasure, on behalf of myself and the
Mayor of Gateshead, in asking Sir Arthur
Dorman to hand to Your Majesty the key
which will raise the Barrier and to ask Your
Majesty to be graciously pleased to declare
the Bridge open.

To which His Majesty was pleased to return
the following gracious \Answer:—
Twenty-two years ago my dear Father

opened the King Edward VII Bridge. Now it
is with great pleasure that I dedicate an even
more imposing structure to public use.

Few cities combine more favourably than
Newcastle the advantages of highway, railway,
river and sea transport, advantages which have
ever placed you foremost in commercial
developments and progress. But while a river
is in some respects an aid, in others it is a
barrier to land communications, and genera-
tion after generation the men of the Tyneside
have grappled energetically with the problem
of bridging the Tyne without hampering the
movements of shipping. I congratulate you
most warmly upon this Bridge, constructed by
the joint labours of Newcastle and Gateshead.
With its wide single span and spacious
approaches, the Tyne Bridge not only adds
dignity and convenience to your City but also
bears lasting testimony to the unrivalled

capacity of British Engineering Trade and its
workers of all grades. It is my earnest hope
that this notable improvement in the facilities
of transport may help to bring back to your
City the full tide of prosperity which your
courage and patience under recent difficulties
so justly deserve.

I have much pleasure in declaring the Tyne
Bridge open for the use of the public.

GATESHEAD CORPORATION.

To THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY AND
TO HER MOST GBACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUB MAJESTIES :
We the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of

the County Borough of Gateshead beg most
respectfully to express our gratitude and
thanks that upon the occasion of the official
opening of Tyne Bridge Your Majesties have
graciously consented to visit Gateshead.

We humbly offer to Your Majesties a warm
and dutiful welcome to our ancient Borough
with the assurance of our wholehearted and
faithful allegiance to Your Majesties and the
Throne.

We in common with all other loyal British
subjects gratefully realise how fully Your
Majesties whether in time of prosperity or ad-
versity have ever manifested a gracious and
ready interest and sympathy with your people
and our earnest prayer is that in the Provi-
dence of Almighty God health and strength
with Divine guidance may be granted to Your
Majesties to reign over the great British
Empire for many years to come.

To which Address His Majesty was pleased to
return the following gracious Answer:—
The Queen and I thank you for your loyal

and dutiful Address and its words of cordial
welcome. It is a great pleasure to us to visit
Gateshead on the occasion of opening the new
Bridge which so nobly spans the River Tyne
and forms another great highway between the
two Counties.

I am happy to recall the visit paid to the
ancient town of Gateshead toy my dear Father,
when he opened the King Edward VII Bridge.
The similar ceremony which we are to-day
performing forges a fresh link in the chain
associating my Family with the Tyneside
Towns.

I warmly congratulate you on joining with
your neighbours to erect the new Bridge. It
is a worthy testimony to the energy and fore-
sight which enabled the Tyneside Towns to
take their full and honourable share in the
industrial development of Great Britain. I
have noted with deep solicitude how many
formerly prosperous industries have been and
are still passing through times of depression.
It is therefore all the more gratifying to know
that, much as your town has suffered, you have
shown your enlightened public spirit in pro-
ceeding with this great civic enterprise. Those
who have planned, designed and executed this
work may justly be proud of their labours.

I pray that with God's Blessing more pros-
perous times may soon return and that your
trade may reap the benefit of these improved
communications.


