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MONDAY, 28 JULY, 1919.

Indwa Office,
28th July, 1919.

The following despatch from His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief in India on the part
taken by India, including the Indian States,
in the prosecution of the war, has been received
from the Government of India:—

Army Headquarters, India.
Dated Delhz, 19th March, 1919.
From the Commander-in-Chief in India,
To the Secretary to the Government of India,
Army Department.
SIR,

In continuation of my despatch dated 20th
August 1918, I have the honour to submit
the following brief review of the part played
by India, including the Native States, in the
prosecution of the war:—

INTRODUCTORY.

2. The strength of the Army in India at
the outbreak of war was approximately 77,000

British and 159,000 Indian ranks, exclusive of-

38,000 Volunteers and 35,000 Indian reserv-

ists.  Judged by pre-war standards, these
numbers are large; but, if the services rem-
dered by India in the early stages of the war
are to be assessed at their full value, i is
important to emphasise that this force was in.
no sense a potential reserve to the armed forces.
of the British Empire. As the Government of
India are aware, the primary functions of the
pre-war Army in India were two-fold, namely,
the maintenance of order within and on the
borders of British India, and, secondly, the
provision of a field army capable, should the
necessity arise, of undertaking a campaign
beyond the border for purposes of defence
against external aggression. The Army in
India was in no sense maintained for meeting
external obligations of an Imperial character.
3. It is true that there have been many
precedents for the employment of small contin-
gents from India in support of Imperial in-
terests in other parts of the world, but it has
never been the policy to maintain trogps in.
India in excess of those actually required for
the protection of her own interests ; and as the
strength of the Army in India has hitherto
been governed by these considerations alone, no
appreciable contingent could be furnished for
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employment overseas without involving con-
siderable risk. At the same time it was recog-
nised that in the event of an emergency

threatening the integrity of the Empire, the !

Government of India might be called upon to
accept this risk with the object of adding to
our strength at the decisive point: the Army
was therefore organised and equipped, as far
as was compatible with its main role, so as to
be capable of affording ready co-operation in
such direction as Hie Majesty’s Government
might indicate. Only a few days before the
outbreak of war, the conclusion had been
arrived at and communicated in a despatch to
the Secretary of State that, provided condi-
tions were normal in India and on her from-
tiers, the Army Council could usually rely on
India to provide a force of two divisions and
one cavalry brigade, and that, in circumstances
of special urgency, it might be possible, though
at some risk, to provide an additional division.

1914.

4. The outbreak of war cccurred at an in-
convenient juncture for purposes of mobilisa-
tion and the despatch of forces overseas. A
large proportion of the British troops were
located in summer quarters in the hills, in
many cases ab long distances from the rail-
way ; the Indian troops were largely on leave;
and a large number of British officers were
at home on furlough, 530 of whom were de-
tained on the outbreak of war for employment
under the War Office. Moreover, the inci-
dence of the monsoon season was a severe handi-
cap to Indian troops, the bulk of whom had
never before crossed the ocean. In spite of
these difficulties no time was lost in mobilising
the required forces and requisitioning the
necessary sea transport.

5. The first request for troops received from
His Majesty’s Government was for two In-
fantry divisions and one cavalry brigade for
garrison duty in Egypt and the Soudan. The
3rd and 7th Divisions and 9th Cavalry Brigade
were accordingly mobilised and made ready for
despatch gverseas; but, in informing the Secre-
tary of State of these arrangements, it was
urged that the relegation of these troops to
garrison duty would be keenly felt by the men
themselves, and that it was most desirable
from every point of view that India should be
represented on the European front. The
destination of the contingent was accordingly
changed to Marseilles. At the same time a
request was received for a complete cavalry
division, and subsequently for a second cavalry
division, instead of the one cavalry brigade
originally asked for; these were at once placed
under orders, and the first convoy transporting
the contingent to France sailed from Bombay
on the 25th 'August, s.e., within 3 weeks of
the declaration of war. The bulk of the force
had disembarked at Marseilles before the end
of September, and less than a month later
were in action in Flanders. The tobal strength
of the original contingent despatched to France
amounted approximately to 16,000 British and
28,500 Indian ranks.

6. A request was also received within the
first few days of the war for the preparation
of a mixed force, including six battalions, to
deal with German East Africa, and for three
additional battalions for the protection of
Zanzibar and the Mombassa-Nairobi railway,
the operations of the latter being controlled

'
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by the Colonial Office. The despatch of the
former was somewhat delayed by shortage of
shipping and the difficulty of providing naval
escort,—(the German cruisers Emden and
Konigsberg were at this period at large and the
.former ‘had appeared of Madras on the night
of the 22nd-23rd September)—but the force

ventually arrived at Mombassa on the 31st
%cto-ber, and sailed for Tanga next day. One
of the three battalions for British East Africa
sailed on 19th August, and was in action at
Tsavo on 6th September. With the arrival of
the remaining two battalions the two forces
were amalgamated under one command. The
strength of these two contingents, which con-
tained a large proportion of Imperial Service
Troops, amounted approximately to 1,500
British and 10,250 Indian ranks.

7. In the meantime, the threatening atti-
tude of Turkey had made it necessary to take
steps for the protection of the Abadan pipe-
line, and it was decided to despatch a brigade
of the 6th Division (which had been mobilised
in anticipation of further demands) to demon-
strate at the head of the Persian Gulf, with-
out, however, taking hostile action. This
brigade embarked on the 16th October, and
arrived at Bahrein on the 23rd. With the
declaration of war against Turkey a week
later, the brigade was ordered to take Fao, and
a second brigade was placed under orders to
support it. The remainder of the 6th Divi-
sion sailed for the Shatt-al-Arab on the 20th
November. The strength of this advanced
guard of the Mesopotamian Expeditionary
Force amounted approximately to 4,500
British and 12,000 Indian ranks.

8. A further commitment was accepted by
the Government of India in despatching to
Egypt, at the request of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, a force of six infantry brigades (includ-
ing one composed of Imperial Service troops)
and one Imperial Service Cavalry Brigade.
While e¢n route to Suez one of these infahtry
brigades took part in the action at Sheikh Said
on 10th November. These troops, numbering
approximately 1,500 British and 27,250 Indian
ranks, disembarked in Egypt during Novem-
ber and December. A small Indian contin-
gent also co-operated with the Japanese in the
attack on the German naval base at Tsing-tao
in North China,

9. In addition to the organised forces
despatched to France, East Africa, Mesopo-
tamia end Egypt, 32 British Infantry bat-
talions and 20 batteries of artillery, aggre-
gating 35,500 British ranks, were sent inde-
pendently to England to facilitate the expan-
sion of the army at home, and were gradually
replaced by 35 Territorial battalions and 29
Territorial field batteries. The small residue
of the pre-war British regular garrison was
concentrated in formations on the North West
Frontier, while the Territorial units underwent
a course of intensive training. These latter
fully proved their fighting value during the
later stages of the war; but for the time being
they had much to learn as regards warfare
under the novel conditions of a country like
India. Thus, by the close of 1914, India was
maintaining four overseas forces amounting in
the aggregate to over 100,000 men of all ranks,
and had in addition exchanged 35,500 of her
best British regular troops for an equivalent
number of semi-trained Territorials with in-
ferior armament and equipment. Moreover,
the stock of rifles in India had been reduced
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to a very low figure by demands from the field
and by the transfer to the War Office of a large
number which were under manufacture in Eng-
land. The number of mobile guns had simi-
larly been reduced from 474 to 270, and neces-
sitated the reorganisation of bafteries on a 4-
gun basis.

10. This situation was rendered possible in a
large measure by the absence of serious disorder
on the frontiers. His late Majesty the Amir
of Afghanistan maintained an attitude of strict
neutrality, which was reflected in the attitude
of the frontier tribes gemerally. Sporadic
attempts to stir up fanatical feeling were, how-
ever, reported towards the close of 1914 from
the Tochi Valley and the Mohmand country
(involving the employment of a part of the
2nd Division) ; some minor punitive operations
were also rendered necessary on the North-East
Frontier to deal with some long-standing unrest
among the Kachins. In spite of the entry of
Turkey into the war, occasioning grave concern
among the Muhammadans of India, the
internal situation remained calm, and though
a few isolated signs of unrest manifested them-
selves in different parts of the country, these
were for the most part traceable to German
influence and propaganda, and were promptly
dealt with. Viewed as a whole, the general
situation within and on the borders of India
appeared to justify the risk which had been
taken in depleting the country of so important
a part of its armed strength and in introducing
so large an untrained element into the British
garrison.

11. As the Government of India are aware,
the outbreak of war had been the signal for a

remarkable and spontaneous demonstration of .

enthusiasm throughout the country, accom-
panied by practical expressions of loyalty in the
shape of offers of assistance of every kind.
Ruling Chiefs placed their troops and treasure
unresérvedly at the disposal of the Govern-
ment, and a constant stream of gifts in money
and kind flowed in from every section of the
community. There was, in fact, a general
rally of every grade of European and Indian
society. The ladies of India found an outlet
for their emnergies in the various associations
which were formed for the relief of distress,
the care of the sick and wounded, and thé
provision of comforts for the troops in the field.
A number of Indian gentlemen came forward
to offer their assistance in safeguarding the in-
terests of the Indian soldier on service by en-
quiring into petitions received from the field,

attending to the needs of his family, and in -

various other ways; and a number of ofhers
offered their servioces in the task of explaining
the issues of the war to-the more ignorant
classes, steadying public opinion, and com-
bating hostile intrigue and propaganda. These
and various other activities, in which much un-
obtrusive but valuable service was rendered by
individual workers, continued to develop in
scope, volume and effect throughout the
whole period of the war.

1915.

12. In many respects 1915 was the most
critical period of the war as far as India was
concerned. The outstanding feature of the
year was the growing importance of the cam-
paign in Mesopotamia, involving a steadily in-
creasing demand for men and material at a time
when the armed forces of the country had been
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reduced to a dangerously low level. The year
was, in fact, one of strenuous endeavour to
comply with demands which constantly
threatened to outpace the ability of the
country to meet them. During the year con-
ting.emlz from India were engaged in France
and Belgium, in Egypt, in Gallhpoli, in Meso-
potamia, in South and East Persia, in East
Africa, in the Cameroons, in the Aden Hinter-
land, in Somaliland and on the North-West
and North-East Frontiers of India, besides
garrisons at several colonial stations. The mere
enumeration of these theatres will convey some
idea of the complex nature of the problem
which confronted those respounsible for the pro-
vision of the necessary men and material.

13. Therapid expansion of the British Army
at home made it possible towards the close of
the year to release the Indian Army Corps from
France. The Corps had helped to tide over an
anxious period, and had fought at Festubert,
Neuvechapelle, Loos and the Second Battle of
Ypres; but now that British troops were avail-
able to take their place, ib was felt that they
could be used to better advantage under more
congenial climatic conditions. Their employ-
ment in a theatre nearer India would, more-
over, effect an appreciable saving in sea trans-
port and generally ease the administrative diffi-
culties inseparable froin the maintenance of a
force so far from its base of supply. The Corps
accordingly embarked in November and Decem-
ber for Mesopotamia. The two cavalry
divisions were, however, retained in France.

14. From the small beginnings narrated in
paragraph 7, the 1915 campaign in Mesopo-
tamia assumed a character of the greatest im-
portance to India, since its reaction was felt all
over Persia, and, indeed, throughout the East.
Moreover, it was in this direction that India,
by reason of her geographical position, could
contribute most effectually. It is outside the
scope of this brief review to trace the sequence
of events which led up to the gradual develop-
ment of the operations; these are already well
known to the Government of India. Suffice
it to say that early in the year urgent repre-
sentations from’ His Majesty’s Government led
to the increase of the force from one Division
to the strength of two divisions and one cavalry
brigade; one infantry brigade was obtained
from Egypt, but the remainder of these
additional troops were provided from India,
and reachéd Basrah by the end of March. In
the autumn, two more brigades were sent from
India, and towards the close of the year the
leading units of the Indian Army Corps from
France began to arrive in the country. The
provision of these additional formations from
the depleted garrison of India was a matter of
grave concern, and was only made possible by
the promise of His Majesty’s Government to
send a number of British Garrison Battalions
from home for second-line duty in India. By
the close of the year the Mesopotamian Ex-
peditionary Force had grown from the strength
of a single division fo over 50,000 fighting men.

15. It was soon apparent that the Expedi-
tionary Force in German East Africa would
continue to draw largely upon India for men
and material. Some of the units which had
suffered severely in the early stages of the cam-
paign were withdrawn to India and replaced
by fresh units, and four additional battalions
were despatched during the year. But the chief
burdep imposed by the East African campaign
at this period, and, indeed, throughout the
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war, was the replacement of wastage rather
than the provision of complete units; in cer-
tain cases demands were received for draft re-
inforcements amounting to over fifty per cent.
of establishment before the unit had been three
months in the country. The Government of
India will appreciate the difficulty with which
such demands were met at a time when the re-
cruiting organisation was still undeveloped,
and when France, Gallipoli and Mesopotamia
were making constant and heavy calls on the
trained manhood of fhe country.

16. No additional troops, other than draft
reinforcements, were sent to Egypt during the
year. The force was, in fact, reduced hy the
transfer of six battalions to Gallipoli, and two
brigades to Mesopotamia, one of which was
also employed for a few months to reinforce
the garrison at Aden. Three baittalions were
also sent independently from Egypt to France.

17. In minor theatres, the year brought
several lesser commitments. In theatres out-
side the Indian sphere small contingents were
employed in the Cameroons and Somaliland ;
within the Indian sphere, the incursion of a
Turkish force into the Aden Protectorate in-
volved the organization of a small force for
the protection of the fortress; and in the Gulf
of Oman, minor operations were rendered
necessary abt Musqat, Jask, and Chahbar.
Early in the year German agents began to show

reat activity in Persia, and missions under the
eadership of Neidermeyer and Seiler were de-
spatched from Berlin via Baghdad. To coun-
teract the activities of these missions, which
reached Persia in May, a cordon of troops was
established, in conjunction with the Russians,
in BEast Persia.

18. Throughout the year the situation on
the North-West Frontier of India was some-
what unsettled as the result of hostile activities
among the tribesmen, the Haji of Turangzai
and the Hindusbani fanatics being particularly
troublesome centres of imtrigue. Operations
became necessary in Baluchistan, the Tochi
Valley, the Mohmand Border, Swat, Buner,
and the Black Miountain, on a scale which in-
volved the employment of the whole of the 1st
and part of the 2nd Divisions. Throughout
the year, also, a coterie of disaffected Indians,
acting as hostile agents and directing their
operations from overseas, endeavoured with
small success to sow disaffection among the
troops and to create internal disorder. ‘A dis-
quieting feature was a wave of unrest in the
Punjab ; this, however, was firmly suppressed,
and has in no way tarnished the record of the
Province as the most productive recruiting area
in the country. Repeated efforts were made
under German guidance to ship arms to India
via. Batavia and Siam, but were frustrated by
the vigilance of the police, not only in India
itself, but at Shanghai, Singapore, and Bang-
kok. In this and many other connections re-
lating to India’s military activities, I have
always been able to rely on the civil, naval,
and military authorities at Singapore, and par-
ticularly on Major-General D. H. Ridout,
C.B., CM.G., Commanding the Troops, for
the most cordial co-operation and unceasing
vigilance on our behalf. The mutiny at Singa-
pore was an ugly incident which, though oc-
curring outside India, had an unsettling effect.
The year was thus one of anxiety both, within
and on the borders of India, more especially as
the constant demand for reinforcements over-
seas reduced the proportion of internal security
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troops to what, according to pre-war standards,
was dangerously below the safety level.

19. By the spring of 1915, the whole of the
Territorial contingent from home had reached
India; but the intervention of the hot weather
makes training a slower process in India than
elsewhere, and it was not till towards the close
of! the year that they could be regarded as in
any sense a substitute for the troops they had
replaced. Their steady improvement was,
however, a reassuring element in the situation.
The Army also received a valuable acquisition
of strength in the shape of six Nepalese batta-
lions—increased nine months later to ten—
which the Nepal Durbar generously placed ab
the disposal of the Government of India for the
period of the war. But the backbone of the
Army in India at this period was the small con-
tingent: of British and Indian Regular troops,
who, though precluded from sharing in the
honours won by their comrades overseas, played
a no less efficient and important part in the
attainment of the common end by guarding
the frontiers of India. with a vigilance and de-
votion to duty which enabled the training of
the Territorial units to proceed without inter-
ruption and the Indian Army to expand in a
measure never before contemplated. It is due
to these units that I should mention them by
name, and I therefore append a list of those
which were retained in India throughout the
whole period of the war:—

British—

21st (Empress of India’s) Lancers.
M. Battery, R.H.A.
4th, 38th, 74th, 77th, 79th, 89th, 90th,

101st and 102nd Batteries, R.F.A.

Nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, 8 and 9 British Mountain

Batteries, R.G.A.

Nos. 51, 52, 60, 62, 64, 68, 73, 74, 75. 82,

94 and 101 Companies R.G.A.

2nd Battalion, the XKing’s (Liverpool
Regiment).

2nd Battalion, Prince Albert’s Somerset
Light, Infantry.

1st Battalion, Alexandra Princess of
Wales’s Own (Yorkshire Regiment).

1st Battalion, the Duke of Wellington’s
(West Riding Regiment).

1st Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment,

Ist Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s

Volunteers (South Lancashire Regiment).

2nd Battalion, The Prince of Wales’s

(North Staffordshire Regiment).

1st Battalion, Durham Light Infantry.
Indeon—

1st Duke of York’s Own Lancers (Skin-
ner’s Horse).

8th Cavalry.

17th Cavalry.

31st Duke of Connaught’s Own Lancers.

35th Scinde Horse.

37th Lancers (Baluch Horse).

39th King George’s Own Central India
Horse.

1sb Battalion, 12th Pioneers (the Kelat-i-
Ghilzie Regiment).

1st Battalion, 35th Sikhs.

1st Battalion, 86th Carnatic Infantry.

2nd Battalion, 1st King George’s Own

Gurkha Rifles. )

No. 11 Company, 2nd Queen Victoria’s

Own Sappers and Miners.

.20. Meanwhile, it was fully appreciated that
the war would be @ long and tedious one. Tt
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is important to emphasise here that whereas
the pre-war policy of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment required of India that she should be pre-
pared merely for a hill campaign beyond ber
frontiers, the general policy of the Empire on
the cutbreak of war dictated a concentration of
effort towards the strengthening of our posi-
tion in Europe and the North Sea. The ener-
gies of India had therefore been directed to-
wards this common object, expenditure on sub-
sidiary projects being reduced to the lowest
possible limits; hence, the decision of His
Majesty’s Government to develop the cam-
paign in Mesopotamia far beyond the limits
originally assigned to it presented a problem of
great difficulty and involved a re-adjustment
of the financial, commercial, manufacturing
and military resources of India. It must be
remembered also that at this period the re-
sources of the United Kingdom were required
almost exclusively to meet the demands of the
British forces in Europe, and the various In-
dian contingents enumerated in paragraph 12
were therefore dependent chiefly on India as
their base of supply. The wide variety of
climatic and other conditions under which these
contingents were serving was in itself a source
of extreme difficulty and taxed the resources of
India to the utmost. In July, 1915, the muni-
tion-making resources of the country were first
co-ordinated by the Railway Board, which em-
ployed a special staff to supervise and develop
the output. Much use was made in this way
of the capacity of the railway workshops, in
which considerable quantities of shell cases were
manufactured, as well as a great variety of
miscellaneous articles which could not be pro-
duced by the Ordnance and other Government
factories.

1916.

21. Except in Mesopotamia, where the cam-
paign continued to grow in scope and import-
ance and called for a determined redoubling of
effort, the year brought mne outstanding de-
velopments as far as the Army in India was
concerned. The Indian contingent in France,
already reduced by the withdrawal of the
Indian Army Corps at the end of 1915, was
further reduced in June, 1916, by the transfer
of the Meerut Cavalry Brigade to Mesopo-
tamia; but, at the request of His Majesty’s
Government, India undertook two additional
responcibilities in France with the object of
conserving British man-power in that théatre,
viz., the provision of a monthly draft of
artillery drivers and the raising of a large
number of labour corps for work behind the
line. These latter, aggregating some 28,000
men, were formed wilth great rapidity by
Local Governments. They represented a wide
variety of race, creed, and language, includ-
ing numbers from the remotest confines of
India, such, for example, as Kukis, Manipuris,
Khasis, and Garos from the borders of Assam,
Chins from the hills of Burma, and Santalis
and aborigines from Chota Nagpur. The
rapidity with which these men were enlisted
and organised under specially selected officers
who knew and understood them reflects the
greatest credit on the Local Governments con-
cerned. To provide reinforcements for Meso-
potamia, the Indian contingent in Egypt was
reduced to the strength of one cavalry and two
infantry brigades, and the abandonment of the

Dardanelles campaign also set free the Indian |

units in that theatre for the same purpose. In
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East Africa no important developments
occurred, but the rate of wastage continued
to rule high, and was a constant source of
anxiety.

22. Throughout the year the chief responsi-
bilities of India vrere centred in the Mesopo-
tamian campaign. In addition to the 3rd
(Lahore) and Tth (Meerut) Divisions, which
reached Basrah early in the year, a reinforce-
ment of five additional battalions was sent
from India, and three infantry brigades were
mobilised in readiness to proceed if and when
troops were received from England or Egypt
to teplace them. At the same time the 13th
British Division in Egypt was placed under
orders by the War Office to proceed to Meso-
potamia. As the Government of India are
aware, only a portion of these troops arrived
in time to take part in the operations for the
relief of Kut-el-Amarah. The loss of prestige
associated with the failure of these operations
was much less than might have been expected,
a circumstance which can be attributed to the
stubborn defence offered by the besieged gar-
rison, and to the gallantry, self-sacrifice and
endurance of the troops who had endeavoured
to relieve them.

23. The fall of Kut was followed by a pericd
of reorganisation preparatory to the resump-
tion of operations by more deliberate methods,
The force was reorganised into two Army Corps
and a Cavalry division, the latter being com-
pleted by the Meerut Cavalry Brigade, which
sailed from France at the end of June. Im-
mediabe steps were taken to reconstitute the
fourteen Indian battalions which had been
lost in Kub; six of these were raised in Meso-
potamia by means of drafts and the remainder
in- India. Steps were also taken to relieve
with fresh troops from India some of the units
which had been continuously on service since
the beginning of the war and which had sui-
fered severely in the relief operations; three
additional battalions were also sent from India
for garrison duty on the Lines of Communica-
tion.

24. An important change also took place in
the system under which the force was controlled
and administered. It had been decided in
February that the control of operations in
Mesopotamia should be exercised by the War
Office through the <Commander-in-Chief in
India, the chief provisions of this arrangement
being : —

(@) that the Commander-in-Chief would
receive his instructions with regard to mili-
tary operations from the Chief of the
Tmperial General Staff under the authority
of the Secretary of State for War in exactly
the same manner as ‘Commanders-in-Chief in
other theatres;

(3) that India would remain the main
base of the force which would continue to
be administered by the Commander-in-Chief
in India, such requirements of the force as
India could not meet being supplied by the
War Office from other parts of the Empire,
subject to the general policy at the time
being decided wpon by the War Committes ;
and ’

(¢) that the Chief of the Imperial General
Staff and the Commander-in-Chief in Tndia
would correspond direct in regard to the
requiremenis of the foroe in Mesqpota.mia,
but all questions of principle or policy likely
to affect the military or internal security of
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India or the political situation in Persia or
the Gulf would continue to be referred by
the Commander-in-Chief to His Excellency
the Viceroy.

In July this contrel was extended also to the
administration of the torce, 4.e., that India
continued to be its main base of supply, but
that the Commander-in-Chief became respon-
sible to the Army Council, instead of to the
Government of India, for the provision of the
pecessary personnel, supplies and material.

25. In minor theatres within the Indian
sphere, the chief event was the despatch of a
mission to South Persia at the request of the
then Persian Government with the object of
restoring and maintaining order, and of
creating the force known as the South Persia
Rifles. In conjunction with the Russians a
small force was also maintained throughout the
year in East Persia, to frustrate the activities
of hostile agents in the direction of Afghapistan
and India. At Aden, no events of importance
occurred, though bhe Turkish column remained
in the vicinity of the fortress.

26. In spite of the Arab revolt and the fall
of Kut, both of which events might have been
expected to produce an unsettling effect: on the
border tribesmen, the situation on the North-
West Frontier of India gave less anxiety than
in the previous year. A small column from the
4th Division suppressed without difficulty some
local disturbance in Baluchistan and it became
necessary in October to institute a sbrict
blockade against the Mohmand fribes whose
uncompromising attitude continued to be a
sourca of annoyance. Elsewhere the frontier
remained quiet. Though there was some
recrudescence of anarchy in Bengal, the
internal situation also showed a general
improvement.

27, The sixteen garrison battalions which
arrived from home during the year brought a
valuable acquisition of strength to the Army
in India, for not only did they set free sufficient
Territorial and Indian battalions to add a
much needed division to the Field Army, but
they greatly facilitated the task of reinforcing
British units overseas. The Territorial bat-
talions had by this time acquired a high stan-
dard of efficiency, and though there had as yet
been no occasion to employ them in operations
on the Indian frontier, the seven battalions
which had been sent to Mesopotamia soon
proved their quality.

28. Great strides were made in India
during the year in the development and co-
ordination of military effort. The rapid
expansion of the force in Mesopotamia had
emphasised the difficulty of maintaining a
modern army in a tropical country, devoid of
supplies, with undeveloped means of com-
munication, and with no proper port of entry.
The energies of the Railway Board, which
still controlled the manufacturing war indus-
tries, were concentrated on the betterment of
these conditions; and before the end of the
year the port of Basrah had grown from an
undeveloped riverside into an efficient base;
Basrah and Nasariyeh had been linked up by
metre-gauge, and Qurnah and Amarah by
narrow gauge track ; and 24 miles of light rail-
way had been constructed close to the fighting
front. The large bulk of the river craft sent
to Mesopotamia during the year was pro-
vided by India, and the whole of the railway
material and personnel.
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29. In October, a very considerable expan-
sion was effected in our recruiting arrange-
ments, which henceforward were organised on
a territorial, instead of a class, basis, and
from the beginning yielded good results. For
the first two years of the war recruitment had
been conducted on pre-war lines, through the
agency of Recruiting Officers appointed for
each class, irrespective of the civil administra-
tive divisions. Non-combatants were obtained
by the Branch or Department concerned, with
the result that each was in competition with
others, and varied terms were prescribed, even
for men of the same class similarly employed.
In October, 1916, the entire control of recruit-
ment for all services was vested in the Adju-
tant-General, and radical changes were intro-
duced without delay.  Henceforward all re-
cruitment was conducted on a strictly terri-
torial basis; the local recrniting staff was
organised ; and recruitment of all classes, both
combatant and non-combatant, was brought
into close relation. The result was immediate.
The strength of the Mesopotamian Expedition-
ary Force alone had risen to over 120,000 at
the close of the year, and that of the Army
in India o 79,000 British and 177,500 Indian
ranks, The permanent wastage in Mesopo-
tamia at this period was 2,300 a month, and
in India, 3,500 a month; and it was calcu-
lated that a total monthly increase to the
army of 11,750 fighting men and 8,250 fol-
lowers was necessary in order to meet our
various commitments overseas. The enlist-
ment of labourers on a large scale was also
inaugurated in 1916, especially for France and
Mesopotamia, and was extended to a number
of classes which had hitherto never been
tapped for military purposes.

1917.

30. During 1917, the chief events of the
year were still centred in Mesopotamia ; else-
where no important developments occurred as
far as Indian Expeditionary Forces were con-
cerned. In France, the mnon-combatant
strength of the Indian Contingent was in-
creased by over 200 per cent. by the despatch
of the 54 Labour Corps from India referred to
in paragraph 21. Notwithstanding the
strange surroundings into which they were sud-
denly transported and the trying climatic
conditions to which they were subjected, these
men rendered a good account of themselves
and some of the corps especially distinguished
themselves under fire during the German offen-
sive the following year.

31. The strength of the contingent in Egypt
was increased by four Indian battalions during
the year, three of which were raised locally by
the despalch of drafts; and, at the request of
His Majesty’s Government, mnine Territorial
battalions were alse sent to Egypt. East
Africa continued to make heavy demands for
draft reinforcememts in proportion to the
number of units employed, but an important
advance was made duoring the year towards
the successful conclusion of the campaign.
Three Imperial Service Battalions which had
been serving in the country continuously for
three years were withdrawn to India to rest
and refit. In addition to drafts, one cavalry
regiment, one battery of mountain guns and
three battalions were sent as complet units
during the year.

32. In Mesopotamia, the series of operations
which culminated in the capture of Baghdad

S




completely transformed the military situation,
and produced political effects of far-reaching
importance. India’s share in the achievement
of this important success consisted in the pro-
vision of over three-quarters of the force
employed, over three-quarters of the rivercraft,
and the whole of the railway material and per-
sonnel without which the operations would
have been impossible. Of the 86 battalions
included in the force at the date of the capture
of Baghdad, India had contributed 73, and all
but 2 of the 43 squadrons of cavalry.

33. Before the end of the year, a
further important contribution had been

made. The disintegration of Russia had
impaired the fighting efficiency of the
Russian troops, amd, in the absence
of any co-operation from that quarter,

it became necessary to provide some substan-
tial reinforcement for the Mesopotamian Ex-
peditionary Force. Steps were accordingly
taken to form two additional infantry divisions
and one cavalry brigade. Certain of the tech-
nical unifs for these formations were obtained
from home or by redistribution within the
force, but the whole of the infantry and
cavalry, and the personnel and horses for two
brigades of field artillery were provided by
India; in addition, one cavalry regiment and
ten infantry battalions were sent to Mesopo-
tamia as unallotted umits. At the close of
the year the force had reached its maximum
strength of over 420,000, including followers.

34, Except on the North-West Frontier of
India. no important events occurred in the
minor theatres. An active defence was main-
tained at Aden throughout the year; and in
South and East Persia several minor oper-
ations were undertaken against raiders, robber
bands and gun-runners. In March the force
at Bushire, which had hitherto been part of
the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force,
passed, under the orders of His Majesty’s
Government, to the direct control of the
Government of India.. On the North-West
Frontier of India, important and successful
operations were undertaken against the
Mahsuds in Waziristan, lasting from March to
August; theso operations, which have been
dealt with separately in my despatch dated
20th December, 1917, involved the employ-
ment of part of the 2nd and 16th Divisions, as
well as the troops of the Derajat and Bannu
Brigades. In July fhe' Mohmands came to
terms, and the blockade was raised. Else-
where activity on the frontier was confined to
dealing with trans-border raids. The inter-
nal situation remained calm throughout the
year.

35. Meanwhile, important strides were
made in the provision of facilities for rapid
trainingand in the expansion of the army. Five
garrison battalions were received from home
during the year, and 55 new battalions were
raised in India, besides a large number of
technical and administrative units. The
receipt during the spring of 169,000 rifles
greatly facilitated the training of these new
troops. Other notable features were the in-
creasing and successful enrolment of labour,
both skilled and unskilled; the enlistment of
companies of ex-sepoys for garrison duty in
India; the rapid expanmsion of the Indian
Army Reserve of Officers; the establishment
of Followers’ Depdts ; and the creation of Tech-
nical Training Schools, such, for example, as
those for railway signallers, marine engine
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drivers, mechanical transport drivers, ice-
mechanics, clerks, etc., etc.

36. The experience of previous years led to
some important developments, also, in the war
organisation of our civil resonrces. The Indian
Defence Force came into being early in the
year and by reason of its wider comstitution
was able to replace and extend the dutbies
hitherto partially performed by the Volunteer
Force. In particuvlar, it took a more effective
share in the prosecution of the war by under-
taking certain garrison duties in India with
the object of releasing regular troops for ser-
vice overseas. The Munitions Board was
created in March as a temporary department
of the Government of India, taking over the
war work of the Railway Board and the
Department of Commerce and Industry. Tts
chief functions were the co-ordination of
demands for articles not manufactured or pro-
duced in India; the application of the manu-
facturing resources of India to war purposes;
the collection and dissemination of industrial
intellizence; and the disposal of Government
indents and priority applications. Controllers
of Munitions were also appointed in each of
the chief provincial centres of Inda and steps
taken to establish similar agencies in the prin-
cipal Native States. Another important
development of the year was the creation of
the Central Recruiting Board, a combined
civil and military organisation at the Head-
quarters of Government whose principal func-
tions consisted in the guidance and control of
the Provincial Boards established simul-
taneously in each Province and Administra-
tion. The required monthly and yearly quota
of recruits were allotted by this body to the
various Provinces on the basis of martial popu-
lation and the needs of the Army, and in each
Province the organisation was extended to
each civil district, so that the rate of recruit-
ment and the degree of exploitation in every
part of India could be kept under constant
supervision.

1918.

37. In their effect on India, the German
offensive in France and the Turco-German
attempt to move eastward across the Caspian
were the outstanding features of the closing
year of the war. Broadly speaking, their
effect was twofold. In the first place, due to
the defection of Russia, the move eastward
opened up the prospect of the war spreading
in the direction of the Indian frontier and
introducing complications with Afghanistan—
a danger which necessitated a further search-
ing examination of our military position and a
careful stocktaking of our resources, in order
to enable us to meet the menace at as great a
distance as possible from our frontier. In the
second place, it involved a further and larger
demand for men than had hitherto been con-
templated, for not only did it become necessary
to increase the Armies in India and overseas,
but the extreme urgency of concentrating
British man-power on the Western Front threw
upon India the additional obligation of re-
placing the British soldier wherever he could be
spared. This involved a general reshuffling of
Indian units and formations, and the shifting
of the centre of gravity, with the course of
events, from Mesopotiamia to Palestine.

38. As part of the general scheme for con-
serving British man-power, the two Indian
Cavalry Divisions in France were broken up
as such early in the year and transferred to
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Egypt. The bulk of the Labour Corps having
also left France during the year on expiration
of their contract, the Indian confingent in
that theatre at the signing of the Armistice
had been reduced to about 12,500 fighting men
—mainly artillery drivers—and 6,500 fol-
lowers. This, however, represents only a small
fraction of the numbers which had been sent to
France during the course of the war, viz,
151,430 of all ranks and categories, British and
Indian, excluding 42,430 British ranks who
were senb independently to England early in
the war.

39. In addition to the eleven Indian Cavalry,
Regiments received from France (which in-
cluded the Jodhpur Imperial Service Lancers),
the Egyptian Expeditionary Force was in-
creased by the 7th (Meerut) and 3rd (Lahore)
Divisions from Mesopotamia during the first
half of the year. In addition to these two com-
plete divisions, 22 battalions (including two
Imperial Service units) were sent from India;
and these, together with the eleven Indian
battalions already in the force and six others
which were formed in Mesopotamia and sent to
Egypt separately, were used to convert the
10th, 53rd, 60th and 75th British Divisions to
Indian establishment. A number of ancillary
units, including four Mountain Batteries, were
also sent from India, and six new Field Com-
panies, Sappers and Miners were raised locally
from existing companies, the personnel so with-
drawn being replaced by drafts from India.
Administrative units also received proportion-
ate reinforcements, especially in medical per-
sonnel and equipment. At the signing of the
Armistice the Indian element in the forcestood
at nearly 103,000 fighting men and 15,000 fol-
lowers. I do not need to remind the Govern-

ment of India of the exploits of these troops, i

many of them young and untried, during the
closing stages of the campaign ; they have re-
ceived full recognition in General Sir Edmund
Allenby’s despatch on the operations, and have
been rewarded by an encouraging message of
appreciation from His Majesty the King.

40. While the possibility of a Turkish attack
in Mesopotamia grew less during the year, an
additional responsibility was thrown on the
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force by the con-
clusion of the Armistice, in December 1917,
between revolutionary Russia and the Central
Powers, For some time past the defection of
Russia had removed any serious obstacle from
the path of German penetration towards the
Caspian; but the conclusion of the Armistice
and the consequent withdrawal of the last rem-
nants of the Russian Army would have left an
open road, not only into Persia, but through
Persia and Trans-Caspia towards Afghanistan
and India, had’ not counter-measures been
promptly taken. The maintenance of our
troops on the Caspian necessitated road con-
struction and the provision of mechanical trans-
port on a large scale in North-West Persia,
involving large demands on India for mech-
anical transport drivers and road-making per-
sonnel and equipment. The extension of the
railway system towards Khanikin was alsc a
serious drain on India’s resources in railway
material.

41. During the year, 15 new battalions were
raised in Mesopotamia by withdrawing a com-
pany from each of 60 battalions already serv-
ing with the force, the latter being brought up
to establishment again by drafts of young sol-
diers from India. Six of these new battalions
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were sent to Egypt, the remainder to India.
Three companies of Sappers and Miners were
raised in the same way and personnel sent from
ludia to convert two British Mountain Bat-
{eries to an all-Indian basis. At the closeof the
campaign the Indian personnel in Mesopota-
mia amounted to approximately 113,000 fight-
ing men and 183,000 followers, the latter figure
including 26 Labour and Porter Corps and a
very large number of Railway and Inland
Water Transport categories.

42. Another measure in connection with the
release of British troops for service in France
was the despatch of 12 Indian battalions from
Mesopotamia to Salonica. These battalions
leftt Basrah during September and October,
and on arrival at Salonika were incorporated in
the 22nd, 27th and 28th British Divisions,
some of which were subsequently employed in
the Caucasus and on the Black Sea Coast. They
were to have been replaced in Mesopotamia by
12 newly raised battalions from India, but only
two of the latter had left India when the
Armistice with Turkey was signed. Two Agri-
cultural Labour Corps and the personnel of
four Indian General Hospitals were also sent, to
Salonika from India during the closing stages
of the war. The strength of the Indian con-
tingent in that theatre on the signing of the
Armistice with Germany was approximately
15,000 fighting men and 3,000 followers.

43. Early in the year the situation in East
Africa was such that General Vandeventer was
able to release the greater part of his force; and
with the exception of 4,500 men of all ranks
(mostly railway personnel), the whole of the
Indian contingent had been withdrawn to India
when the Armistice was concluded. The cam-
paign had been a long and trying one, and
disease had throughout taken a heavier toll
than the enemy’s bullets. Although the
strength of the Indian contingent had never
reached 15,000, and casualties in action had
been comparatively few, over three times that
number were sent from India during the course
of the campaign.

44. The cessation of hostilities found the
situation at Aden unchanged, no increase or de-
crease having taken placein the sizeof the force
employed; but, to enforce the terms of the
Armistice on the Red Sea littoral, an additional
battalion had to be obtained from Egypt, bring-
ing the strength of the force to about 7,500
fighting men. T4 is inevitable that an inactive
campaign of this nature, carried out under try-
ing conditions of climate and terrain, should
involve considerable hardship on the troops em-
ployed ; these hardships have been cheerfully
borne, and resulted in no loss of efficiency or
morale.

45. The continued hostility of the Khans of
the Bushire Hinterland, combined with an un-
provoked attack by the Kashgais upon Sir P.
Sykes’ mission at Shiraz, made deliberate opera-
tions in that theatre inevitable. This addi-
tional commitment, coming at a time when
troops were sorely needed in other theatres, and
involving the employment of over 20,000 fight-
ing men and followers and the laying down of
50 miles of light railway, was a serious em-
barrassment. The operations were still in pro-
gress when the Armistice was signed, and will
form the subject of a separate despatch.

46. The withdrawal of the Russians made if
necessary early in the year to recast the whole
of the arrangements in East Persia for frustra-
ting the activities of hostile emissaries in the
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direction of Afghanistan and India. The cor-
don of troops was accordingly extended as far
northward as Meshed, where a military mission
under Major-General W. Malleson, C.B.,
C.1.E., had previously been established. Later,
with the object of preventing interference in
North-East: Persia by the Soviet forces in Tur-
kestan, it was reorganised -as a Field Force and
extended to the Trans-Caspian railway at
Askabad, where it came into touch with the
detachment from the Mesopotamian Expedi-
tionary Force located at Krasnovodsk. The
troops provided from India for the East Persia
Cordon amounted to about 4,000 fighting men,
and included six squadrons of cavalry and 3}
battalions of infantry. These operations are
still in progress, and will be dealt with in my
next despatch on minor operations.

47. On the North-West. Frontier of India,
important operations (which I have already de-
scribed in my despatch dated 13th [September,
1918) were undertaken in ¥February, March and
April against the Marri tribes, and involved
the employment of troops from the 2nd, 4th
and 16th Divisions; on the North-East Fron-
tier, also, unrest among the Kukis necessitated
minor operations, which are still in progress.
Elsewhere the frontier remained quiet through-
out the year. The internal situation also gave
no cause for anxiety.

48. In September, His Majesty’s Gevern-
ment asked for the service of a British battalion
from India to join the Allied Expeditionary
Force assembling at Vladivostok. The 1-9th
Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, was selected
for this duty, and sailed the following month.
This was the first unit of the Territorial Bri-

. gade which arrived in 1916 to go overseas.

Of the units which formed the three Territorial
Divisions sent to India in 1914-15, all but
nine battalions and nine field batteries had
served or were still serving in overseas theatres.
These units had been among the first to volun-
teer for general service in August, 1914, and I
fully appreciater their regret that circum-
stances have found no wider ouflet for their
enthusiasm than is afforded by a long period
of garrison duty in India. Nevertheless, this
duty has been one of first-rate importance.
Coming to India only partially trained and
wholly new to the customs and conditions of
the East, these units applied themselves whole-
heartedly to the task before them, and have
rroved themselves worthy representatives of
the famous names they bear. Few opportuni-
ties of earning distinction have fallen to their
lot, but the part they have played in the
prosecution of the war is to be measured not
merely by the record of their own achieve-
ments in India, but by the achievements of
those regular units which they released for ser-
vice overseas. This is the true measure of
their service to. the Empire. They will leave
India with a reputation for soldierly qualities
fully in accord with the highest traditions of
the British Army. I append a list of these
eighteen units:—

1091st, 1093rd, 1094th, 1096th, 1097th,
1098th, 1103rd, 1104th and 1107th Bat-
teries, R.F.A.

1-4th Battalion, the Queén’s (Royal West
Surrey Regiment).

2-5th Battalion, Prince Albert’s (Somerset
Light Infantry).

2-4th Battalion, the Duke of Cornwall’s
Light Infantry.

1-4th Battalion, the Border Regiment.
7-4th Battalion, the Border Regiment.
1-5th Battalion, the Hampshire Regi-

ment, i

1-4th Battalion, the Queen’s Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment).

1-10th Battalion, the Duke of Cam-
bridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment).

2-4th Battalion, the Duke of Edinburgh’s

(Wiltshire Regiment).

49. In India, the year was one of excep-
tional activity. A conference was held at
Delhi towards the end of April to consider
what measures should be taken in response to
the Prime Minister’s appeal for a rallying of
India’s resources to the assistance of the
Empire. As a result of resolutions passed at
this conference, the offer was made to raise and
train an additional 500,000 combatants within
a year. No time was lost in translating this
offer from words to deeds, and it is safe to say
that the figure would have been reached with-
out difficulty, had not the armistice intervened
and made further recruitment unnecessary.
Princes, Local Governments and people co-
operated wholeheartedly with Provincial
Recruiting Boards in obtaining the required
number of men, and the rate of recruitment
rose rapidly throughout the year. The effect
of local effort was particularly conspicuous in
the North-West Frontier Province, Punjab
and United Provinces, which throughout the
war have taken the lead in the provision of
recruits. To stimulate the movement, a
gratuity was granted to every man who com-
pleted the recruit’s course, and, in addition, a
war bonus, payable every six months, to every
Indian officer and soldier. The monthly
intake of combatant recruits rose from 16,000
in May to over 37,500 in September.

50. It would be impossible within the limits
of this brief review to specify the various
channels into which the military activities of
the country were directed during the closing
stages of the war; but I do not need to remind
the Government of India that the enlistment
of the men themselves was only one, and by
no means the most complex, problem associated
with so large an increase to the Indian Army.
The housing, clothing, equipping, feeding and
training of these additional recruits each pre-
sented problems requiring most careful fore-
sight and the closest attention to detail. It
reflects great credit on the various departments
concerned that the work was carried through
without serious hitch or dislocation to the
normal life of the country.

51. As rogards the disposal of the 500,000
combatants, it was calculated that after pro-
viding for the normal draft requirements of
the forces overseas and the replacement of
wastage in India, the balance would provide
for the raising of seven new divisions. At the
requast of the Army Council, however, it was
decided to use them almost entirely for the
replacement or dilution of British units in
existing divisions overseas; and the only new
Indian formations raised during the year were
two mounted brigades and three infantry
brigades which were sanctioned in July as a
temporary addition to the field army in India.
The latber measure was taken in view of the
altered strategical sitmation, as also was the
complete mobilisation of the 1st and 4th Divi-
sions, the 1lst Cavalry Brigade, and the three
Frontier Brigades in July. Steps were taken
at the same time for & minute examination
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into the readiness of the Army in India to
take the field; mobilisation procedure was
overhauled ; the condition of frontier roads
improved ; reserve stocks of foodstuffs accumu-
lated ; base supply establishments reorganised ;
and arsenals expanded. Steps were also taken
in conjunction with Local Governments to
register the available transport resources of
the country.

52. In connection with the raising of uew
units, mention should be made of the forma-
tion of five battalions from the civil police of

. the Punjab, United Provinces and Behar and
Orissa,—a measure which proved an unquali-
fied success and which was only made possible
by the ready co-operation of the local gevern-
ments concerned. Another new departure,
undertaken with the concurrence of certain of
the Ruling Chiefs, was the conversion of cer-
tain Imperial Service battalions inte tem-
porary regular units of the Indian Army; bat-
talions were raised in this way in Patiala,
Bharatpur, Jodhpur, Bikanir, Dholpur, and
Kolhapur. In ali, 85} mew battalions of
infantry were raised during the year.

53. Concurrently with the increase of the
army, the operations of the Indian Munitions
Board continued to expand in ali direclions,
increasing the output of the factories, stimulat-
ing local manufacture, and conserving to the
best advantage the small residue of imported
stocks which remained available in India after
three and a half years of war. During the
year the average monthly output of the Arny
Clothing Factories rose to three times the
normal yearly output before the war, and in
one month reached its maximum figure of two
million garments. Over a million and a half
pairs of boots were supplied against army
demands in the 12 months preceding the armis-
tice. The output of the ordnance factories
also showed a steady increase. With the object
of setting free the plant of government fac-
tories to meet immediate and specialised
demands as they arose, the outside manufac-
ture of war stores was encouraged as much as
possible by instruction in methods of manu-
facture, and by the provision of raw material,
patterns and specifications. The inauguration
of extensive schemes of irrigation and agricul-
tural development in Mesopotamia made heavy
additional demands on India during the year;
and the extension of the railway system in the
same theatre continued to make serious inroads
on available rolling stock and material
During the war, 1,855 miles of railway, track,
229 locomotives and 5,989 vehicles have been
sent out of the country. The programme of
rivercraft construction allotted to India was
completed before the armistice was signed, by
which date 940 craft of various descriptions
had been purchased, constructed or re-erected
in India for service overseas, mostly in Meso-
potamia. In this connection much assistance
was rendered by the Indian Rivercraft Board,
a voluntary organisation developed under the
direction of the Railway Board, and which
consisted of representatives of the principal
engineering firms at Calcutta, with affiliated
committees at Karachi, Bombay, and other

orts. Improvements to the port of Basrah

£a.ve continued uninterruptedly, and it has
now been converted into a base capable of
handling 180,000 tons of stores a month.

54. In the foregoing narrative I have
endeavoured to convey some idea of the part
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played by India during the war, of the wide
variety of obligations which were thrown upon
Ler as the scope of the war developed, and of
her endeavour to meet those obligations, often
in circumstances of extreme difficulty. It
may perhaps serve to illustrate her effort more
graphically if T append a few figures showing
the extent of her contribution in terms of
men. On the outbreak of war, the combatant
strength of the Indian Army, including reser-
vists, was 194,000 Indian ranks; enlistments
during the war for all branches of the service
amounted to 791,000, making a total com-
batant contribution of 985,000, Of this
number, 552,000 were sent overseas. As
regards non-combataunts, the pre-war strength
was 45,000; an additional 427,000 were
enrolled during the war ; and 391,000 were sent
overseas. The total contribution of Indian
personnel has thus been 1,457,000, of whom
943,000 have served overseas. Casualties
amounted to 106,594, which include 36,696
deaths from all causes. The number of
animals sent overseas was 175,000. No de-
partment has been more closely connected with
the war, or has rendered heartier co-operation,
than the Railway Department. The great
inerease of military traffic produced by the war
synchronised with a serious shortage of ship-
ping, and this threw upon the Indian railways
a volume of traffic, normally sea-borne, which
they were never designed to carry. Neverthe-
less, by the exercise of the utmost resource,
foresight and initiative, serious dislocation to
traffic has been successfully avoided, and even
in circumstances of extreme difficulty, railway
administrations have freely surrendered per-
sonnel and maferial for service overseas. The
resources of the Royal Indian Marine have
similarly been taxed to the utmost. Not only
has this service been responsible for the trans-
portation overseas of nearly 950,000 men and
175,000 animals, but it has also been charged
with a variety of other duties.  Throughout
the war, the work of the Royal Indian Marine
has been accomplished with commendable effi-
ciency and despatch.

55. In previous despatches I have expressed
my gratitude, in the name of the Army in
India, to the thousands of loyal and devoted
workers who have contributed in various
spheres of activity to the prosecution of the
war ; and now that the war has been brought
to a successful conclusion, I cannot do more
than reiterate that expression of thanks. The
various departments of the Government of
India, the heads and members of Provincial
Governments, the Ruling Chiefs, Railway
Administrations, Chambers of Commerce, Port
Trusts and Municipalities, the Mercantile
Marine, the numerous associations for the
relief of distress and the care of the sick and
wounded,—work in which the ladies of India
have played a leading part,—the great non-
official and commercial communities, and a host
of individual workers,—ome and all have
laboured, with conspicuous devotion. Last,
and perhaps most important of all, T desire to
express the great debt which the Empire owes
to the troops themselves, British and Indian,
combatant and non-combatant, who have con-
tributed so largely, often with their lives, to
the attainment of the common end. A list of
those whose services have been of particular
value and whose assistance and work I desire to
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bring specially to notice forms the subject of
Appendix I of this despatch.

I have the honour to be,
S1R,
Your obedient Servant,

C. C. MONRO, General,
Commander-in-Chief in India.

> c—— mp——— —

APPENDIX T,

Abul Lais Saaduddin Muhammad, Maulvi,
Superintendent, Madrasa, Sylhet,

Ain-uddin Khan, Khan Bahadur, M.B.E,,
Honorary Magistrate and Municipal Com-
Taigsioner, Quetta.

Allum, Mr. F. W., C.B.E., Engineer-in-
Chief, Nushki Extension Raiiway.

Allwright, Major 8. R., Indian Ordnance De-
partment.

Altham, Lieutenant-General Sir E. A,
K.C.B., C.M.G., British Service, Quarter-
master-General in India.

Atkins, Lieutenant-Colonel H. R., 1/4th Bat-
talion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey
Regiment).

Azizuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, Kazi,
1.8.0., Judicial Secretary, Dholpur State.
Badri Nath, Diwan, Secretary, Central Re-

cruiting Board, Jammu and Kashmin,

Baily, Major E. M., 1/4th Battalion, Prince
Albert’s (Somerset Light Infantry).

Baker, Captain (acting Major) H. N., 75th
Carnatic Infantry.

Balrampur, The Hon’ble Maharaja Sir
Bhagwati Prasad Singh, Bahadur, K.C.L.E,,
K.B.E., Maharaja of, Talugdar, Gonda Dis-
trict, United Provinces,

Beardsell, Sir W. A., of Messrs. W. A. Beard-
sell & Co., Madras.

Beatty, Lieutenant H. P., Indian Army Re-
serve of Officers.

Bennett, Captain (acting Major) A. D, M.C,,
19th Punjabis.

Bingham, Captain C. D’A., 109th Infantry.

Bingley, the Hon’ble Major-General Sir A. H.,
K.CI1.E., C.B., Indian Army, Secretary,
Government of India, Army Department.

Boutflower, Major E. C., 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regi-
ment).

Bray, Mr. D. deS., C.L.E., Indian Civil Ser-
vics, Deputy Secretary, Government of
India, Foreign and Political Department.

Browne, Major H. F. M., Burma Commission.

Bruce, Brigadier-General the Hon’ble C. G.,
C.B., M.V.0., Indian Army.

Buist, Captain C. N., 51st 8ikhs (Frontier
Force).

Burdon, Mr, E., Indian Civil Service, lately
Additional Deputy Financial Adviser, Mili-
tary Finance Branch. -

Burke, Major R. J. C., Political Department.

Butcher, Captain A. C. 8., 1st Brecknockshire
Battalion, The South Wales Borderers.

Cadell, Brigadier-General A., Indian Army.

Carr, Lieutemant (temporary Major) C. T.,
2/4th Battalion, The Duke of Edinburgh’s
(Wiltshire Regiment).

Carr-Hall, Colonel R. E., C.I1.E., Field Con-
troller of Military Accounts.

Carter, The Hon’ble Mr. F. W., CI.E,
C.B.E., of Messrs, Turner, Morrison and
Co., Calcutta,
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Casson, Mr. H. A., C.8.1., Indian Civil Ser-
vice, Commissioner, Ambala Division.

Chaplin, Lieutenant-Colonel R. E., 8th
Cavalry. .

Clark, Mr. A. M., Agent, Bengal Nagpur
Railway.

Clarke, Major F. A. H., Royal Army Medical
Corps.

Clifford, Major (acting Leiutenant-Colonel) R.,
22nd Punjabis.

Close, Mr. H. A., C.I1.E., C.B.E., Inspector-
General of Police, North-West Frontier
Province.,

Cooke, Mr. H. M. A., Kolar Gold Fields
Mining Board.

Cowie, Major H. McC., Royal Engineers,
Survey of India.

Cross, Captain F. G., Royal Army Medical
Clorps. N

Crosthwaite, Lieutenant (temporary Lieu-
tenant-Colonel) H. R., C.L.E., Indian Army
Reserve of Officers.

Darell, Captain BR. D. E., 76th Punjabis,
attached 49th Bengalis.

Davidson, Major A., 1/4th Battalion, Border
Regiment.

Davies, Major A. L., Honorary Superinten-
dent, Red Cross Depdt, Bombay.

Dawson, Lieutenant W. (., Royal Army
Ordnance Corps.

Dobell, Major-Gemeral Sir C. M., XK.C.B,,
C.M.G., D.8.0., British Service.

Dube, Major Ram Prasad, Rai Bahadur, Chief
Minister, Indore State.

Dundas, Captain R. H., 3rd Battalion, The
Black Watch (Royal Highlanders).

Dwyer, Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)
P., M.C., Royal Army Medical Corps.

Ellis, Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)
A. C. 8. B., 121st Pioneers.

English, Mr. A. E., Indian Civil Service, Com-
missioner, Burma.

Fell, Sir G. B. H., K.C.I.LE,, C.8.1.,, Indian
Civil Service, Financial Adviser, Military
Finance Branch.

, Fenton, Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)

G. C. V., Royal Engineers.

Ferguson, Sister A, H. M., Australian Army
Nursing Service.

Finlay, Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)
R. F,, D.8.0,, 58th Vaughan’s Rifles (Fron-
tier Foros).

Ford, Major G. N., 105th Mahratta Light
Infantry.

Fraser, The Hon’ble Sir G., of Messrs. Best &
Co., Madras.

Fraser, Colonel H. A. D., Royal Engineers.

French, The Hon’ble Mr. L., C.L.E., Indian
Civil Service, Additional Secretary to the
‘Government of the Punjab.

Gales, Sir R., Kt., Agent, North-Western
Railway.

Gall, Major L., M.C., 25th Cavalry (Frontier
Force).

Gall, Mr. R. L. B., Deputy Chairman, Central
Empleyment and Labour Board.

Green, Captain E. C., 1/4th Battalion, The
Buffs (East: Kent Regiment;).

Guinness, Major W. E., 4th Battalion, The
Manchester Regiment.

Gwyer, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonél V. E., 10th
Jats.

Hadow, Mr. F. A., Secretary, Railway Board.

Haigh, Lieutenant (temporary Captain) P. B,,
Indian Army Reserve of Officers,
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Haksar, Lieutenant-Colonel Kailas Narain,
C.L.E., Mashir-i-Khas Bahadur, Member of
the Majlis-i-Khas, Gwalior State.

Halford-Watkins, Lieutenant (temporary Cap-
tain) J. F., Indian Army Reserve of Officers.

Hamidulla Khan, Nawabzada, Chief Secre-
tary, Bhopal Darbar.

Hammond, Mr. E. L. L., Indian Civil Ser-
vice, Secretary, Bihar and Orissa Provincial
Recruiting Board.

Hannay, Mr, H. A. M., Coal Manager, East
Indian Railway.

Harbord, Captain (temporary Major) L. B.,
M.C., 44th Merwara Infantry.

Harvey, Major W. F., Indian Medical Ser-
vice, Director, Central Research Institute,
Kasauli.

Hehir, Major-General P., C.B., C.M.G,
C.1.E., Indian Medical Service.

Hepper, Sir H. A. L., Kt., Agent, Greab
Indian Peninsula Railway.

Hignell, Mr. 8. R., C.1.E., Indian €Civil Ser-
vice, Deputy Secretary, Government of
India, Home Department.

Hind, Captain N. G., 2nd King Edward’s
Own Gurkha Rifles (The Sirmoor Rifles).
Holderness, Captain W., 1st Battalion, The

Royal Sussex Regiment.

Holland, Mr. R. E., C.I.E., Indian Civil
Service, Deputy Secretary, Government of
India, Foreign and Political Department.

Hope, Mr. A. J. R., Deputy Secretary,
Government of India, Public Works De-
partment.

Huddleston, Captain E. W., C.ILE., Royal
Indfan Marine, Principal Marine Trans-
port Officer, Bombay and Karachi.

Hudson, Lieutenant-General Sir H., K.C.B.,
C.1.E., Indian Army, Adjutant General in
India.

Hunter, Sir W. B., Secretary and Treasurer,
Bank of Madras.

Ironside, The Hon’ble Mr. W. A., of Messrs.
Bird & Co., Calcutta.

Johnson, Lieutenant+Colonel F¥. W. F.,
D.S.0., 2/6th Battalion, The Royal Sussex
Regiment.

Johnston, Major R., D.S.0., 4th Cavalry.

Kent, Lisut.-Col. H. H., 2nd Garrison Bn.,
Northumberland Fusiliers.

Kirkpatrick, Lieutenant-General Sir G. M.,
K.C.B., K.C.8.1., British Service, Chief of
the General Staff.

Kukday, Lieutenant-Colonel K. V., Indian
Medical Service

Lane, Brigadier-General
Army.

Lindsay, Mr. H. A. F., Indian Civil Ser-
vice, Director-General of Commercial In-
telligence.

Lumby, Captain A. F. R., 69th Punjabis.

Lyle, Captain P., 1/6th Battalion, The East
Surrey Regiment.

McDonald, Mr. A., Indian (Civil Service,
Deputy ‘Commissioner, Central Provinces.
Mackenzie, Captain R. H. T., 1-10th Batta-
lion, The Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Mid-

dlesex Regiment).

Martin, Lieutenant (temporary Captain)
W. H., Machine Gun Corps.

Mathers, The Reverend J., O.B.E., Secre-
tary, Young Men’s Christian Association,
Southern India.

Maxwell, Brevet-Colonel L, L., C.M.G., In-
dian Army,

H. A., Indian
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McKerrow, Major H. B., 1st Garrison Batta-
lion, Royal Irish Rifles.

Meade, Captain M. E. M., 125th Napier’s
Rifles.

Mitra, Mr. Bhupendra Nath, C.I.E., C.B.E.,
IController of War Accounts.

Moberly, Brevet Lieutemant-Colond B. R.,

D.8.0., 56th Punjabi Rifles (Frontier
Force).
Money, Brigadier-General E. D., CLE.,

D.S.0. Indian Army.

Moody, Lieutenant (temporary Captain) C.
G., 13th Battalion, The Duke of Cam-
bridge's Own (Middlesex Regiment).

Moss, Captain T., 30th Punjabis.

Moti Chand, The Hon’ble Raja, C.LLE., of
Benaxes.

Mountford, Mr. L. J., O0.B.E., Indian Civil
Service, Commissioner, Southern Division,
Bombay.

Mullick, Dr. Sarat Kumar, M.S., M.D,,
C.B.E., of Calcutba.

Murray, Mr. A. R., C.B.E., Chairman, In-
dian Jute Mills Association; Calcutta.

Murray, Major the Hon’ble R.. G., 3rd Batta-
lion, The Black Watch (Royal High-
landers).

Newnham, Mr. E. P., Chief Constructor,
Royal Indian Marine Dockyard, Bombay.

Nizamat Jang Bahadur, Nawab, Political
Secretary to H. E. H. the Nizam’s Govern-
mgnb.

Niven, Major D. 8., 25th Cavalry (Frontier
Force).

Norman, [Brigadier-General C. L., D.8.0.,
M.V.0.,, A.D.C., Queen Victoria’s Own
Corps of Guides (Frontier Force).

O’Donnell, Lieutenant-Gemeral Sir T. J.,
K.C.I.E.,, CB. D.S.0., Army Medical
Service, Director of Medical Services in
India.

O’'Hara, Lieutenant (temporary Captain)
C. H., Indian Army Reserve of Officers.
Palmer, Lieutenant-Colonel C. C., Royal

Artillery.

Pearson, Captain (acting Major) H. G. A,
53rd Sikhs (Frontier Force).

Peebles, Brigadier-General E. C., C.B,,
C.M.G., D.8.0., British Service.

Phythian-Adams, Major E. G. P., 80th Car-
natic Infantry, attached 156th Indian In-
fantry.

Renny, Major-General 8. M., C.I.E., British
Service, Director General of Ordnance in
India.

Reynolds, Mr. . W., C.I.LE., M.C., Indian
Civil Bervice, Resident, Jodhpur.

Rice, The Hono'ble Mr. W. F,, C.8.1., In-
dian Civil Service, Chief Secretary to the
Government of Burma.

Richardson, Major-General C. W. G., C.8.1,,
Indian Army.

Rigg, Major (acting Lieutenant-Colonel) H.
M., 92nd Punjabis. attached 70th Burma
Rifles.

Rivett-Carnac, Major (temporary Lieutenant-
Colonel) J. 8., 14th Murray’s Jat Lancers.

Roberts, Brigadier-General H. L., C.B.,
M.V.O., Indian Army. ’

Ryan, Mr. T., C.L.E., Secretary, Indian
Munitions Board.

Sa, Maung Po, I.8.0., K.8.M., Retired
Judicial Extra Assistant Commissioner,
"Meiktila Division, Burma.

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sures Prasad, C.LE., of
Calgutia,
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Scott, Major A.-N. de V., 2nd Lancers
(Gardner’s Horse).

Scott, Major-General T. E., C.B., C.LE.,
D.8.0., Indian Army, Military Secretary
to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
in India.

Sellers, Captain (temporary Major) W. L.,
1st Garrison Battalion, Lincolnshire Regi-
ment.

Sethna, Mr. Phiroze Kharshedji, O.B.E., of
Bombay.

Shaw, Captain N., 1st Battalion, The Prince
of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire
Regiment).

Shea, Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)
A. G., D.8.0., 51st Sikhs (Frontier Foroeg.

Singh, Maharaja Bahadur Keshava Prachad,
of Dumraon, Bihar and Orissa.

Singh, Maharaja Bahadur Sir Rameshwara,
G.C.1.E., K.B.E., of Darbhanga, Bihar and
Orissa.

Stagg, Captain (temporary Major) M., Royal
Engineers.

Street, Lieutenant (temporary Captain) A. R.,
2nd Battalion, Prince Albert’s (Somerset
Light Infantry).

Strover, Captain W. G., bth Light Infantry.

Stuart, Major-General Sir R. C. 0., K.C.S.1.,
British Service.

Thorne, Major and Commissary T., M.B.E.,
Indian Ordnance Department.

Thornhill, Captain (acting Major) C. M.,
D.8.0., M.C., 24th Punjabis.

Tomkins, Mr. E. W., Superintendent of Police,
Peshawar,

Tressider, Captain A. G., Indian Medical Ser-
vice.

Trought, Captain T., 1/4th Battalion, The
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Tucker, Major H. B., 98th Infantry.

Turner, Lieutenant C. W. A., Indian Army
Reserve of Officers.

Tyndale-Biscoe, Major E. C., Indian Army Re-
serve of Officers.

Vandyke, Mr. ¥. R., Manager, Photo-Litho-
graphic Office, Survey of India.

Vaughan, Brigadier-General R. E., C.B.,
Director of Supplies and Transport, Army
Headquarters.

VilliersiStuart, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel J.
E., D.8.0., 55th Coke's Rifles (Frontier
Force).

Walker, Ldeutenant-Colonel ¥. 8., Super-
numerary List, Indian Army.

Wallace, Major G. 8., Royal Army Medical
Corps.

Webb, Mr. M. De P., C.I.E., C.B.E.,

Manager, Messrs. Forbes, Forbes, Campbell
and Company, Karachi.

Whitehorn, Lieutenant R. D., M.B.E., Indian
Defence Force, National Secretary, Young
Men’s Christian Association Army Work in
India.

Whitworth, Major T. 8., 72nd Punjabis,

Williams, Major-General Sir G., K.C.1.E,,
C.B., British Service, Director-General of
Military Works.

Wilson, Captain N. F. J.,, C.M.G., O.B.E,,
Director of the Royal Indian Marine.

Wilson, Major T. A. A., 4th Cavalry.

Winter, Lieutenant-Colonel H. E.,
Army Medical Corps.

Royal

. Wolley-Dod, Brigadier-General 0. C., C.B.,

DuS.0., British Service.

Young, Mr. G. M., Indian Civil Service, Under
Secretary, Government of India, Home De-
partment.

Young, Mr. R. B., Senior Secretary, Young
Men’s Christian Association, Army Work,
Bombay. .
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