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Admiralty, 2nd May, 1919.

LETTER FROM VICE-ADMIRAL
S. H. GARDEN, MARCH 17, 1915.

H.M.S. " Queen Elizabeth,"

Sin,— March 17, 1915.
I have the honour to submit, for the con-

sideration of their Lordships, the narrative of
events during the operations of the Allied
British and French Squadrons against the
defences of the Dardanelles, from the 19th
February to 16th 'March, 1915.

There was a marked difference in the tactics
of the enemy manning the forts at the
entrance when attacked on this occasion to
that which they followed on the 3rd Novem-
ber, 1914; on that day when a'short bombard-
ment was carried out by " Indefatigable,''
"Indomitable," " Suffren," and " Verite,"
by a run past in close order, range 13,000 yards,
they replied to our fire almost at once, and
maintained from forts Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 6, till
our squadron completed their run. The only
projectiles, however, which fell close were those
from the 9'4inch guns in forte $To0. J and 4,

Good practice was made by the Allied Squadron
on torts Nos. 3 and 6, in the former of which
there was a large magazine explosion. Infor-
mation was received later that the casualties
to personnel were high amongst the enemy,
some accounts putting it at 600.

That it was considerable is, I think, shown
by the fact that on the 19th February, when
the present operations began, and a deliberate
bombardment by our ships took place, no
Turkish fort attempted to reply until late in the
afternoon, when the old battleships were sent
close in. They apparently kepti their men in
shelters until the desired moment.

Bad weather prevented a renewal until the
26th February, and then there was this
difference. Fort No." 1 opened fire on " Aga-
memnon " at 10,000 yards as soon as that ship
was in position, and hit her several times.
This fort maintained its fire with great perse-
verance against " Queen Elizabeth," " Aga-
memnon," and " Gaulois," until the former
ship by hitting with two consecutive 15-inch
projectiles dismounted one gun .and put the
other out of action, and effectually silenced the
fort; the surviving personnel quickly made,
their way down to the neighbouring village,


