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French General Headquarters, Brigadier-
General F. W. L. S. H. Cavendish; by the
Head of the British Mission with the American
Expeditionary Force, Brigadier-General C. M.
Wagstaff; and by Brigadier-General C. A. Ker,
Head of the British Mission with the Portu-
guese Expeditionary Force.

I desire to refer also with deep gratitude to
the invaluable assistance given to me by the
able and gallant officers who in turn acted as
Chief of the French Mission attached to my
Headquarters, General des Vallieres, who naa
since met a soldier's death, and his successors,
Colonel de jtJellaigue de Bughas and General
de Laguiche. My thanks are due equally to
Lieut.-General A. L-. E. Orth, who as Chief
of the Belgian Mission attached to my Head-
quarters has spared no pains to further the
interests! of our common cause; to Colonel C.
Capello, Chief of the Italian Mission, and to
Lieut.-Colonel Robert Bacon, who as Chief of
the American Mission attached to my Head-
quarters has been able to give me advice and
assistance of the greatest value on many
occasions.

Finally, my thanks are due to the officers of
my Personal Staff, and in particular to my
Assistant Military Secretary, Lieut.-Colonel
A. F. Fletcher; my Private Secretary, Major
Sir Philip Sassoon, and Commandant E. A.
Gemeau, by whose loyal and devoted assistance
a great burden of work has been lifted from
my shoulders.

(25) I desire to conclude this despatch with
a very warm and sincere acknowledgment of
the great debt owed by all ranks of the Armies
in France to our kinsmen and kinswomen of

the British Empire for the unfailing support
J>hey have given us by their thougnts, their
prayers, and their work throughout the-long
years of war. In all those years their trust
and confidence never wavered, their labours
never ceased, and no sacrifices, hardships or
privations were too great to be borne, provided
that thereby the needs of the troops might
adequately be supplied. The dauntless spirit
of the people at home strengthened and sus-
tained the invincible spirit of the Army, the
while their incessant toil on land and sea, in
the mine, factory and shipyard placed in our
hands the means with which ,to fight.

Neither do we forget the gratitude due from
us to the various Home Authorities, and
especially to the Ministry of Munitions, by
whose efforts, in conjunction with those of the
Governments of the Dominions, the working
power and resources of the whole Empire were
so rapidly developed and co-ordinated for the
more vigorous prosecution of the war. The
record of what they accomplished in the space
of four and a half years is indeed stupendous.
If the Army may justly be proud of a great
victory, gallantly won at the end of an uphill
fight, we have good reason to be thankful, too,
for their devoted and patriotic work, which
alone made it possible to continue the struggle
until a successful conclusion had been reached.

I have the honour to be,
•Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,
D. HAIG,

Field-Marshal,
Commanding-in-Chief,

British Armies in J?Traiic:e.
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