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gramme time being midnight—the " Vindic-
tive" was put alongside the Mole, taking
gently on the spinal fenders of the port
bow, and the starboard anchor was let go.
At this time the noise was terrific. During the
previous few minutes the ship had been hit
by a large number of shell and many casual-
ties caused. Lieutenant-Colonel Bertram H.
Elliot, D.S.O., and Major Alexander A.
Cordner, the two senior officers of the Royal
Marine storming parties, and Captain Henry
C. Halahan, D.S.O., commanding the naval
storming parties, all ready to lead the men
on to the Mole, had been killed; Commander
Patrick H. Edwards, R.N.V.R., and many
other officers and men killed or wounded.

62. As there was some doubt as to the star-
board anchor having gone clear, the port
anchor was dropped close to the foot of the
Mole and the cable bowsed-to with less than
a shackle out. A three-knot tide was running
past the Mole; and the scend alongside the
Mole created by the slight swell caused
much movement on the ship. There was
an interval of three or four minutes before
" Daffodil" could arrive and commence to
push " Vindictive" bodily alongside. During
this interval the ship could not be got close
enough for the special mole-anchors to hook,
and it was a very trying period. Many of the
brows had been broken by shell fire, and a
heavy roll had broken up the foremost mole-
anchor as it was being placed. The two fore-
most brows, however, reached the wall and the
naval storming parties, led in the most gallant
manner by Lieutenant-Commander Bryan F.
Adams (" Princess Royal ") ran out along them
closely followed by the Royal Marines, gal-
lantly led by Captain and Adjutant A. R.
Chater. Owing to the rolling of the ship a
most disconcerting motion was imparted to the
brows, the outer ends of which were " sawing "
considerably on the Mold parapet. Officers and
men were carrying Lewis guns, bombs, ammu-
nition, etc., and were under heavy machine-gun
fire at close range, add to this a drop of 30 feet
between the ship and the Mole and some idea
of the conditions which had to be faced may
be realised. Yet the storming of the Mole
by these two brows, and later by two others
which were got into position, was carried out
without the)' smallest delay, and without
any apparent consideration of self-pre-
servation. 'Some of the first men on the
Mole did splendid work with the object of
hauling one of the large mole-anchors across the
parapet. Lieutenant-Commander Rosoman
assisted in this on board, encouraging and
directing the men with great coolness and
ability.

"Daffodil" arrived three minutes after
"Vindictive," closely followed by ".Iris II."
Both suffered less in the approach, " Vindic-
tive " occupying practically all the enemy's
attention. As already stated "Daffodil's"
primary' duty was to push "Vindictive"
bodily on to the Mole, to enable her to be
secured, after which "Daffodil" was to come
alongside and land her parties over that ship.
In the end her men had to disembark from her
bows on to " Vindictive," as it was found
essential to continue to push " Vindictive " on
to the Mole throughout the action. This duty
was magnificently carried out by her Command-
ing Officer, Lieutenant Harold G. Campbell
("Emperor of India"), who, during the
greater part of the time, was suffering from a

wound in the head which for the time deprived
him of the sight of one eye. Without the
assistance of " Daffodil " very few of the storm-
ing parties from " Vindictive " could have been
landed or re-embarked; and the greatest credib
is due to Mr. Campbell for the skilful manlier
in which he handled his ship.

63. The landing from " Iris II." was even
more trying. The scend alongside made her
bump heavily, and rendered the use of the
scaling ladders very difficult, many being
broken up. Lieutenant Claude E. V. Hawk-
ings ("Erin") ascended the first ladder,
secured the mole anchor, and was then shot and
fell on to the Mole. LieutenantrCommander
George N. Bradford (" Orion ") got to the top
of a derrick with a mole anchor on it, leaped on
to the Mole, secured the anchor and was shot,
falling into the water between " Iris II." and
the Mole. Gallant attempts to recover his
body were made, Petty Officer M. D. Hallihan
being killed while so employed. The-gallantry
and devotion to duty of these two officers was
o-f the highest order. In the end, so impossible
was it to get the mole anchors to hold, that the
cable was slippedL and " Iris II." went along-
side "Vindictive" to enable "D" Company
and her-Royal Marines to land across her, but
only a few men had got to the "Vindictive "
when the withdrawal signal was sounded.

64. On board the "Vindictive " the fore
most 7.5-inch Howitzer's Marine crew were all
killed or wounded in the very early part of the
action. A naval crew from a 6-inch gun took
their place, and were almost entirely wiped out.
At this period the ship was being hit every few
seconds, chiefly in the upper works, from which
the splinters caused many casualties. It was
difficult to locate the guns which were doing the
most damage, but Lieutenant Charles N. B.
Rigby, R.M.A., with his Royal Marines in the
foretop, kept up a continuous fire with pom-
poms and Lewis guns, changing rapidly from
one target to another. Two heavy shells made
direct hits on the foretop, killing Lieutenant
Rigby and killing or disabling all in the top,,
except iSergeant N. A. Finch, who, though
severely wounded, continued firing till the top
was wrecked by another' heavy shell. Captain
Carpenter reports that before going into the
foretop Lieutenant Rigby had displayed fine
courage and ability, and -that the success of
the storming of the Mole was largely due to
the good work of this officer and the men under
his orders.

65. Acting Captain Reginald Dallas Brooks,
R.M.A., was in command of the R.M.A. gun
detachments in " Vindictive." He not only set
his men generally a splendid example of devo-
tion to duty, but commanded the crew of the
11-inch Howitzer in its exposed position in a
very fine manner.

66. Half an hour after the storming of the
Mole had been commenced, the Captain visited
the decks below and found Staff-Surgeon James
McCutcheon and the staff under him working
with great energy and care. A constant
stream of casualties were being brought down
every hatch, yet there appeared to be no delay
in dealing with each case.

67. The Mole.— The attack on the Mole wa*
designed to be carried out by a storming force
to prepare the way for, and afterwards to cover
and protect, the operations of a second force
which was to carry out the actual demolition,
damage, &c. Both these forces comprised
Royal Naval ranks and ratings under the com-


